
Scripture Reading: 
Acts 6 

Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint by the 
Hellenists arose against the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the 
daily distribution. 2 And the twelve (the Apostles) summoned the full number of the 
disciples and said, “It is not right that we should give up preaching the word of God to 
serve tables. 3 Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven men of good repute, 
full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty. 4 But we will devote 
ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” 5 And what they said pleased the 
whole gathering, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and 
Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a 
proselyte of Antioch. 6 These they set before the apostles, and they prayed and laid their 
hands on them. 7 And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the 
disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became 
obedient to the faith. 

 
Historical Context: 
As many of us know, the book of Acts is a historical account of the Acts of the Holy Spirit 
working through the people of God (the early church), after Christ’s ascension into heaven. God 
was at work, His words were being taught, and a great revival was taking place. In fact, back in 
chapter 2, as part of Peter’s sermon at Pentecost, we read the following. 

 
37 Now when they heard this (heard what? A sermon of the gospel) they were cut to the 
heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 38 
And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 
For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone 
whom the Lord our God calls to himself.” 40 And with many other words he bore witness 
and continued to exhort them, saying, “Save yourselves from this crooked generation.” 
41 So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day about 
three thousand souls. 42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 43 And awe came upon every soul, 
and many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. 44 And all who 
believed were together and had all things in common. 45 And they were selling their 
possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 
And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they 
received their food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having favor with 
all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being 
saved. 

 
Thousands of people were being saved. How? The Holy Spirit was moving and the people of 
God, who were equipped with the Sword of the Spirit (Ephesians 6:17), were teaching and 
preaching about Jesus, and those who heard the Word of God received and believed it. 



Understand this truth. Lives are transformed from death to life, when the words of God are 
taught and heard. Romans 10 says it like this: 

 
“The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (Paul is quoting the words of 
Moses here from Deuteronomy 30:14) (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 9 
because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that 
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes and 
is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. 11 For the Scripture says, 
“Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame.” 12 For there is no distinction 
between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who 
call on him. 13 For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 14 How 
then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe 
in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone 
preaching? 15 And how are they to preach unless they are sent? 
 

Most people know and quote verse 9, “ because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is 
Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved, “ but look 
at what must take place for someone to get to that point. There must be a someone who goes. 
That someone is to preach. You can’t love someone into heaven. You can’t friend someone into 
heaven. You can’t live beside someone into heaven. Words need to be spoken. So, someone 
goes, someone preaches and then what? Well, they are to preach? To whom? Not only to 
themselves, not to the trees, not to the animals, not to the sky, not to the mountains, not to the 
ocean, but to people.  In order for the words to be heard, people with ears need to hear them. 
The people who hear these words have two options; believe, or reject what they heard. Those 
who believe the words, call on the Lord, and those who call upon Him are saved. This is the 
plan of God, pre-ordained by God the Father, the Son, and and the Holy Spirit before the 
foundations of the world. There is no plan B! Here at MBC, we believe in this plan, and we hold 
dear to our hearts the importance of teaching and preaching the Word of God. All of it! Even the 
historical parts. For us at MBC, we want to be a church that teaches and believes in the Word of 
God. So much so, this is the reason we chose the name, Mebane BIBLE Church. We believe in 
the Word of God to be true, and we will honor it and teach it  as so. We have no plans on 
watering it down. We have no plans on teaching only what you want to hear. We have no plans 
on picking out only the “exciting, action-packed” stories to the neglect of passages that people 
deem unimportant or boring.  We will strive to teach the Word of God, by the grace of God, to 
the best of our abilities and in the process cultivate a deep and abiding faith in Jesus Christ for 
people both locally and globally. 
 
Exposition: 
Now back to Acts 6. As the word of God was being taught, and people were being saved daily, 
a problem arose. A problem that if not handled appropriately could adversely affect the 
movement of God, and hurt the new-born church. What was the problem? As the Word of God 
increased, in regards to it being taught and shared, and more and more disciples were being 
formed daily, a problem arose between the Hellenists (Greek speaking Jews) and the Hebrew 



Jews. The Hellenists were complaining that their widows were being neglected within the daily 
distribution of food. Now this distribution was a means to help out the widows in the community 
and as one commentary explains: 

In Jewish society widows were particularly needy and dependent, and the Old 
Testament singles them out along with orphans as the primary objects of charitable 
deeds. The Hellenist widows may have been a particularly sizable group. Diaspora Jews 
often moved to Jerusalem in their twilight years to die in the holy city. When the men 
died, their widows were left far from their former home and family to care for them and 
were thus particularly in need of charity.  Many of them may have been attracted to the 

1

Christian community precisely because of its concern for the material needs of its 
members.  2

 
Now, I think we would all agree, taking care of widows and orphans is an important ministry. The 
Bible feels like so. So much so, James, the half brother of Jesus, who was in Jerusalem and a 
leader of the church at this time wrote in James 2, "Religion that is pure and undefiled before 
God and the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their affliction and to keep oneself 
unstained from the world." So, the apostles, in Acts 6, were forced into a position of, “what do 
we do now?” A dilemma that, the known world at that time was watching and wonderin, “how 
would the church of Jesus Christ resolve this situation?” 

1) Do the leaders of the church give up their time of teaching, studying, and praying to help 
take care of the widows? An act of charity and love, and something that we should all 
strive to be a part of. 

2) Or would the leaders of the church keep on praying and teaching the gospel to the 
neglect of the widows? How do you preach the gospel, but not live it out? 

Who or what do you neglect? The teaching of God’s word, or the caring for the physical needs 
of God’s people. 
 
Their Response: 
God led the apostles to overcome both parts of this early church threat. They did not focus on 
one issue over the other. In verse 3, the apostles instructed the church to appoint seven leaders 
who were full of the Spirit and wisdom, to take care of the widows. So, what was the Apostle’s 
response to taking care of the widows? Delegation to the church body. “Pick from among you, 
seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit, and of wisdom.” The church’s response? They 
chose seven Hellenistic men (we know they were Hellenists from their Greek names). Once 
chosen, they were brought back to the Apostles and the apostles appointed them to the duty of 
caring for the widows, and then they prayed over them. It was these 7 that were given the 
authority to take care of the problem. By doing so, the apostles could continue devoting 
themselves to the ministry of the Word and prayer (v.4). What we see here is the beginning 
stages of the church becoming a healthy, functioning body. People were beginning to use their 

1  Polhill, J. B. (1992). Acts (Vol. 26). Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers. 

 

2 Polhill, J. B. (1992). Acts (Vol. 26, p. 179). Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers. 
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gifts within the church body. This solution was a new kind of teamwork in the church. And in this 
case it went so well that Luke celebrates it by writing verse 7. 
 

7 And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the disciples multiplied 
greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith. 

 
By the apostles being able to continue praying and teaching, and the church body and 
“deacons” caring for the widows within, the church grew and more and more people became 
disciples. So great was this moment in time, that even priests, ones who probably opposed the 
Apostles in Acts 4:1, were becoming obedient to the faith.  
 
Now, you are probably wondering what this has to do with today. Well, we want to celebrate our 
Deacons. Back on December 16, 2018, we introduced these men to you, but we didn’t get to 
celebrate them, or pray over them. Today, we do that. These men will help both us 
pastors/elders, and the church body with its needs. They will help the pastor/elders out, by 
freeing us up to continue to pray, study, and teach God’s word, and they will also help the 
church body out by being available to serve with any needs. Remember, all three of the 
pastor/elders have jobs outside of MBC. Our time is precious, just like yours. We can’t do 
everything. With that said, these men are the first deacons of MBC. Men who we feel meet the 
standards set for us in scripture. As I said earlier, we believe in the Word of God to be true, and 
we will honor it and teach as so. We also care for the people of this body. These men will help 
us do all of this, especially as we grow. 
 

 


