
BAPTISM 
 

SERMON: 

DATE: Sunday, August 18, 2019 
 
INTRODUCTION: 

This morning we’re going to take a break from our study in the book of 
Hebrews to enter into a conversation about Baptism.  The primary text we are going 
to use this morning to discuss Baptism is Romans 5:20-6:4, however, we will be 
pulling from other texts as well. From Romans 5:20-6:4, we are going to examine the 
Meaning and the Mode of Baptism. What does Baptism mean? What does it 
represent? What is the purpose of Baptism? After we examine those questions we 
will then ask, “What mode, or method of Baptism should we incorporate?” Is it 
sprinkling? Is it pouring over a person's head? Is it full immersion into water?  We 
will get to these questions toward the end of the sermon. 
 

As many of you know, at the end of every service here at MBC, we have a time 
of QandA. It’s a time where you can ask any questions that come to your mind from 
the teaching you heard. However, this morning we’re going to change it up a bit. 
Since we are talking about Baptism, we thought it would be good to offer you a time 
to briefly share about your baptism experience. So, as we are walking through the 
passage this morning, be thinking about your baptism experience and if you would 
like to share about it, then please do so at the end of the service. 

 
Before we dive into the text this morning, let’s define what Baptism is. The 

word “Baptism” comes from the Greek word “Baptizo”, which means “to submerge 
something with the goal of cleaning it.” The term “Baptizo” was a common word used 
in ancient Greco-Roman societies. For example, if a mother in ancient Rome wanted 
her children to wash the dishes, she would say, “Hey Romulus, get ya tail in dat 
kitchen and baptize dem dishes!” Or, say a Father was trying to teach his child to 
swim under water, he would say, “Hold your breath, and Baptize yourself under the 
water.” So the term Baptize, or Baptism was a common word in the ancient world. As 
we use that word this morning, let’s remember that imagery.   
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Let’s now read the text, pray and dive into Romans 5:20-6:4. 
 

TEXT: Romans 5:20-6:4 
20 Now the law came in to increase the trespass, but where sin increased, grace 
abounded all the more, 21 so that, as sin reigned in death, grace also might reign 
through righteousness leading to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.   
 

6 What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2 By no 
means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? 3 Do you not know that all of us 
who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We were 
buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was 
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.   
 
PRAYER:   
 
EXPOSITION:  

 
20 Now the law came in to increase the trespass, but where sin increased, grace 
abounded all the more, 21 so that, as sin reigned in death, grace also might reign 
through righteousness leading to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.   
 

Verse 20 begins with the statement, “the law came in to increase the trespass.” 
The law wasn’t given as a means to make the sins of humanity more worse before 
God. Rather, the law revealed the standard of God’s holiness and our inability to 
maintain that standard. The law reveals the depths of our sinful nature by pointing 
out that we have all broken it in either action or attitude. The law was given to show 
humanity how bad they really are. It points out every sin and also the heart behind 
the sin. In fact the law is still used in the same manner today. The law is still used to 
show us how sinful we are. Let’s do something different this morning. Let’s take a 
test. A test to determine how righteous we are. Let’s just use the 10 commandments 
to determine how good we are.   
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3 “You shall have no other gods before me.” In my entire life, have I ever cherished, 
savored, or found my significance or identity in something other than God? YES! To 
my shame I have.   
 
7 “You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not 
hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain.” Have I ever taken God’s name in 
vain?! Or used God’s name in a useless way? YES! I have. That is blasphemy. That is a 
serious offense to God.   
 
12 “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land that the 
Lord your God is giving you.” Have I kept this one?  Just ask my mom if I’ve kept this 
one?   
 
13 “You shall not murder.” Well, I’ve never killed anyone… but wait. 1 John 3:15 says, 
“Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has 
eternal life abiding in him.” So.. guilty or innocent?   
 
14 “You shall not commit adultery.” In Matthew 5:27-28 Jesus says that if you look at a 
woman with lust, you have committed adultery. Guilty 
 
15 “You shall not steal.” Yes! I’ve taken things that don’t belong to me. I’ve taken the 
candy from the candy store, the ink pen from the coworker, and the money from the 
IRS. LOL! 
   
16 “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.” Have you ever lied about 
someone close to you? Yes!   
   
17 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s 
wife, or his male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything 
that is your neighbor’s.” Have you ever deeply desired the possessions of another? Yes 
I have! I’ve coveted all sorts of things; cars, trucks, boats, guitars, homes, shoes, shirts, 
jackets, and all sorts of things.   
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So by my own admission, I am an idolatrous, dishonorable, murderous, 
adulterous, thief, that lies about others, and covetous my neighbors stuff.   
 
But, as our every sin was pointed out to us in the law, there was still hope… “but 
where sin increased, grace abounded all the more.”   
 

The law has condemned me. I stand guilty! Oh, But aren’t you glad the 
sentence doesn’t come just yet? As the law condemned man’s actions as guilty before 
God, the grace of God abounds more than the condemnation the law gives. How truly 
amazing is the grace of God! God has the capacity to exercise grace on any 
transgression of His law. Some people struggle with the thought of grace. Some 
people have assumed that, if the grace of God is focused on too much, it could lead 
someone to sin more. As if a person would say, “Why shouldn’t I indulge in this sin? 
God is gracious so He will forgive me of this sin.” Knowing this, Paul wrote some of 
the most amazing words to counteract that view, and also help establish the basis for 
Christian baptism.   

 
“6 What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2 

By no means!”   
 

But Why? Why can’t I sin so that God’s grace can be displayed all the more? 
Why can’t I continue to do what I want? Paul answered this question for us.   
 

“How can we who died to sin still live in it? 3 Do you not know that all of us 
who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We were 
buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was 
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.”   

 
Why can’t we continue to do what we want? Why can’t we continue in our 

sin? It’s because of the Gospel!!! When Christ died for our sin, we died. Our former 
existence came to an end; a new life has begun. Because we have been given a new 
mind and heart, we cannot continue to live life in long, habitual, unrepentant sin 
because our lives are now in union with Christ. Now, that does not mean that we 
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can’t fall into seasons of sin. What it ultimately means is that our life is now made 
new in Christ and we won’t live long in our sin. When we believe in Christ, we died 
a death to sin, and raised to walk in a new life in Christ. Paul uses the language of 
Baptism as a picture of salvation. And so, when we as Christians were baptized, it 
served as a literal representation of our association with the death, burial and 
resurrection of Christ; and that is the meaning of Baptism. So what is the best method 
to use for baptism in order to represent the death, burial and resurrection of Christ.   
 
THE MODE OF BAPTISM: 

Historically, Christianity has practiced three modes of Baptism. First is by 
Sprinkling. In this method the minister would use a aspergillum or their hand to 
sprinkle the individual with water. The Second method is by Affusion, by pouring the 
water on the head of the individual using a cup or bowl. The Third method of 
baptism is through total immersion of the individual in a small pool of water. Of the 
three methods of baptism, immersion serves as the best symbol of the work of Christ 
in the believer. Immersion also seems to best follow the New Testament example of 
Baptism. 

 
Mark 1:4-5 says, “4 John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming 

a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 And all the country of Judea and 
all Jerusalem were going out to him and were being baptized by him in the river 
Jordan, confessing their sins.”   

 
How were these people baptized? “In” the Jordan. Not with the water from the 

Jordan. Not beside the Jordan. But in the Jordan.   
 
Acts 8:36-38, When Philip Baptized the Etheopian Eunuch. “36 And as they 

were going along the road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “See, here is 
water! What prevents me from being baptized?” 38 And he commanded the chariot to 
stop, and they both went down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized 
him.”   
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Philip and the Eunuch went “into” the water. They didn’t collect the water in a 
basin. They went “into” the water.   

 
So it is clear that the New Testament practice of Baptism was clearly by 

immersion. Baptism by immersion is the best symbol for the work of Christ the 
Christian is identifying himself with.  When we are baptized into the baptismal 
water, the water buries the believer in the symbolic death of Christ. When the person 
comes out of the water, they are being resurrected in the New Life in Christ.   

 
The description of Scripture this that symbolic act of Baptism was only 

reserved for individuals who have made a profession of faith in Jesus Christ. What 
about infants? Should infants of Christian parents be baptized, in order to share in the 
church community? What about the mentally handicap children of Christians? 
Should they be baptized? Well, Scripture never addresses those issues. However, 
some denominations have sought to remedy those issues by allowing infants and the 
mentally handicap to be baptized either by sprinkling or effusion, based on the 
confession their parents. The Presbyterian denomination operates their baptism that 
way. Are they wrong? Is it sinful to baptize an infant or a mentally handicap person? 
Scripture never calls that action sinful or wrong, but scripture is more aligned with 
Believer’s Baptism by immersion.   

 
Some people believe that the portions of Scripture that mention a “household” 

being baptized means that infants would have been baptized. However,in Acts 18, 
Luke clarifies this by saying that “many of the Corinthians hearing Paul believed and 
were baptized.” Paul was clear to make the point that belief in Christ was a 
prerequisite of baptism. By simple logic, an infant can’t believe.   

 
The truth is that the practice of infant baptism is a very old practice. Iranaeus, 

in 189 A.D., wrote his opinion on infant baptism. He believed it was a necessity for 
the church to baptize infants. That shows that the practice of infant baptism was in 
use long before he wrote about it.   
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And so, just because we at MBC are baptists, and view baptism as an act that 
should only be practiced by immersion for a person who has made a public profession 
of faith Christ, doesn’t mean that we would ridicule or mock a denomination that 
practices baptism different than us. Baptism is a secondary issue compared to 
Salvation by grace through faith alone in Jesus Christ alone.   
 
SO WHAT ABOUT US? 

In the New Testament, and in the first century of our faith, Baptism was a 
beautiful and pure thing. However, as the church became politicized in the Middle 
Ages, Baptism turned into something contaminated. People who should not have 
been baptized were getting baptized, and people who should have been baptized, 
were not being baptized. Often, the nobility who were far from being true Christians, 
would get baptized in order to advance themselves politically. Some people who lived 
in the rural areas of Europe, who would live in small Christian communities, were 
forbidden to baptize each other because the Catholic Church believed that baptism 
was only to be practiced by an ordained minister.   
 

Today there is a large number of individuals who have been baptized, who 
should have never been baptized. Many individuals have been baptized, who show no 
true conversion, who are living in unrepented rebellion to Christ and are never in 
fellowship with other believers. Often, because of narcissism and a desire to prove 
themselves a successful minister, a pastor will baptize someone without ever hearing 
their testimony of conversion. But, there are also people who are true converts who 
have not been baptized. Maybe it’s because they don’t know of the importance of 
baptism? Maybe it’s because they are waiting for the right moment (which is much 
like waiting to have kids… there’s never a right moment)? But what I do know is that 
if you have not been Baptized, please make it a point in your Christian life to be 
Baptized.  Baptism is a very important step in your faith journey. It is the time in 
which you go public with your faith in Jesus Christ. I urge you, if you haven’t been 
baptized, please consider it.   

 
CLOSING PRAYER  
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