
DC- Ephesians 5:1-8a 
  
Notes: 

● The next three weeks will all relate back to verses 1 and 2, so remember to interpret them 
in light of this.  

  
Textual Interpretation: 

● What does verse 2 mean when it speaks of Christ as a fragrant offering? What 
implications does this have for us? 

○ This alludes to Genesis 8 when God smelled the pleasing aroma of the burnt 
offering and said “I will never again curse the ground because of man...” This 
language shows that Christ’s sacrifice was enough to fulfill the wrath of God, 
because of him we have access to the Father.  

● Why wouldn’t it be considered walking in love to be sexually immoral or impure? 
○ Our sexual sin impacts way more than just us. It is offensive to God as He has 

commanded us not to act in sin. It impacts our future relationships with our 
friends, spouse, etc. The person whom we are lusting over is not an object for our 
pleasure, but created in the image of God. It it not loving to be sexually immoral.  

● What does verse 6 have to do with the rest of the passage? Are empty words related to 
being sexually immoral? 

○ This verse seems to be pointing to foolish talk or crude joking mentioned earlier. 
These words soften our heart to sin, and harden them to God. We cannot be 
deceived by words or jokes that are seemingly empty, even if we do not think they 
are hurting us right now.  

Application: 
● The application should stem from conversations that have arisen during discussion, while 

following the text. Some examples are: 
○ How might we avoid becoming partners with these people? 
○ How can we encourage one another to walk in love? 

 
 
Looking Forward 

● Read 5:8b-14. What are some questions that you have in regards to this passage? Write 
them down as a group. 

○ Don’t spend time discussing the answers, but use these to get the group thinking and begin 

personal studies for next week. Next week look over your questions and see if you have 

answered them. 
 


