
DC- Ephesians 6:1-4 
  
Notes: 

● Some of us may not have children or may have children who are grown, but this passage 
is still relevant to all of us. Children are mentioned often in scripture, and the early 
Church seems to have valued them very much. This was countercultural, as many 
would’ve used their children as slaves, prostitutes, etc for their own benefit.  

Textual Interpretation: 
● Why would Paul include this in the letter? How is this a gospel issue, and not a household 

issue? 
○ Like everything, God has given this command because it glorifies Him. This is not 

an arbitrary command that he gave on a whim, it is meant to be a God glorifying 
command. Furthermore, children do not need to be taught to obey, they need to 
be taught the gospel. Paul did not go into a long elaboration on why children 
need to obey their parents, he has sandwiched it into gospel conversation. Much 
like we need to focus on God instead of on our sins, children should focus on Him 
instead of on societal pressure to do right or wrong.  

● What does the phrase “that you may live long in the land” show about God’s values? 
○ It shows us that he values human life, but equally so that he values order. God has 

ordered the world in such a way that some groups are leaders who are meant to 
protect and care for other groups. In the last passage we learned about this order 
in marriage, and now in the parent child relationship. God has put these here as a 
way to imitate Him and show His glory. Christ has obeyed the Father, not 
because the Father is more important or powerful, but because this is the parent 
child relationship. Parents are to lovingly lead and children are to lovingly 
follow.  

● What is verse 4 about? Why is the father mentioned but not the mother? 
○ In the ancient world, fathers tended to be harsh and react abruptly with their 

children, sometimes even killing them. Men tend to be the absent members of the 
household, just as much in the ancient world as now, so Paul writes to them 
specifically as a reminder of their duty to the child as a parent.  

Application: 
● The application should stem from conversations that have arisen during discussion, while 

following the text. Some examples are: 
○ How can we use the gospel to teach children to do right? 
○ Should we ever use the Bible as punishment? 

 
Looking Forward 



● Read 6:5-9. What are some questions that you have in regards to this passage? Write them 
down as a group. 

○ Don’t spend time discussing the answers, but use these to get the group thinking and begin 

personal studies for next week. Next week look over your questions and see if you have 

answered them. 
 


