
DC- Ephesians 6:18-20 
 
  
Textual Interpretation: 

● Why does Paul suddenly transition from talking about armor to talking about prayer? 
○ Prayer is another tool in which God has given us that allows us to stand firm 

against the enemy.  
● What does this teach us of our view on prayer? 

○ We hold prayer in low regard. “We cannot know what prayer is until we know 
that life is war. Life is war. That’s not all it is, but it is certainly that. Our 
weakness in prayer is owing largely to our neglect of this truth. Prayer is 
primarily a wartime walkie-talkie for the mission of the church as it advances 
against the powers of darkness and unbelief. It is not surprising that prayer 
malfunctions when we try to make it a domestic intercom to call upstairs for more 
comforts in the den. God has given us prayer as a wartime walkie-talkie so that 
we can call headquarters for everything we need as the kingdom of Christ 
advance in the world.” ( John Piper, Let the Nations Be Glad 41) 

● What do verses 19-20 show us of Paul’s mindset? 
○ He clearly did not think that the armor of God was merely for his benefit. God has 

given us this armor to continue his work in advancing the mission of God. Sure, 
the armor benefits us, but its primary purpose in benefitting us is not to save 
ourselves, it is to advance the kingdom. Paul knows that he will gain by wearing 
the armor, but far greater than that is the Christ is proclaimed to the ends of the 
Earth.  

Application: 
● The application should stem from conversations that have arisen during discussion, while 

following the text. Some examples are: 
○ How can we pray well privately and corporately? 
○ How can we lovingly correct bad corporate prayer? 
○ How do we have a mindset as Kingdom focused as Paul’s? 

 
 
Looking Forward 

● Read 6:21-24. What are some questions that you have in regards to this passage? Write 
them down as a group. 

○ Don’t spend time discussing the answers, but use these to get the group thinking and begin 

personal studies for next week. Next week look over your questions and see if you have 

answered them. 
 


