
DC- Ephesians 6:5-9 
  
Notes: 

● This was a passage written specifically to the people of the time of the letters writing. 
There are things we can take away form the passage, but largely it is not meant for our 
application. When reading a text like this, think of it in context of scripture as a whole to 
better understand why a servant should obey their master.  

  
Textual Interpretation: 

● Why should we obey our authorities? 
○ God has designed a governmental structure that has authorities and subordinates. 

By obeying authorities, we fit into the structure God has designed. This is not a 
bad thing, Jesus followed the authority of his Father! Embrace the way the world 
has been designed so that we can imitate the relationship of God and His son. 

● What does it mean to follow Christ with a sincere heart? How does this passage teach us 
how we are to follow Christ? 

○ Whereas a slave’s natural inclination may be to “outwardly” follow Christ in the 
way of “eye-service” many would inwardly grumble or be displeased behind the 
backs of their master. By following Christ with a sincere heart, we are the slaves 
whom adorn our master. We should not grumble for having to obey any sort of 
command, or live a particular lifestyle, but rather we should love Christ 
outwardly and within the depths of our hearts.  

Application: 
● The application should stem from conversations that have arisen during discussion, while 

following the text. Some examples are: 
○ How can we have sincere hearts in our obedience to authorities or to God? 
○ Who are some authorities we often have trouble obeying? 
○ How can we help one another in our obedience?  

 
 
Looking Forward 

● Read 6:10-20. What are some questions that you have in regards to this passage? Write 
them down as a group. 

○ Don’t spend time discussing the answers, but use these to get the group thinking and begin 

personal studies for next week. Next week look over your questions and see if you have 

answered them. 
 


