
DC- Hebrews 11:17-22 
 
  
Textual Interpretation: 

● Why does the Bible spend so much time on these few generations from Abraham to Joseph 
compared to others? Why gloss over dozens of names in genealogies, but hone in on these 4 so 
often throughout scripture? 

○ Beginning with Abraham, this was the formation of God’s people. He used Abraham and 
his descendents to form a nation who was meant to display His glory to all the earth. By 
focusing on these first few generations specifically, God is showing that He is faithful in 
His promises. No doubt other stories could show that He is faithful too, but these are so 
critical to the formation of Israel, and to the coming of Jesus. If we don’t properly 
understand these stories, we won’t properly understand Jesus.  

● What is the story of Abraham and Isaac to teach us?  
○ Like Hebrews 11 talks about, Abraham and Isaac’s actions were performed through 

faith. From this the reader can glean that we need to have faith, but we cannot stop there. 
Their faith came from God’s blessing, from his plan to make himself known. Abraham 
was given Isaac in a time where he should not be having children. God used this to show 
Abraham who he really is, and Abraham’s faith flowed from this. The root of faith is 
God. It is important that we talk about having faith in the story of Abraham and Isaac, 
but we must always focus our eyes to where this faith comes from: God alone.  

● How is Jesus similar to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph? How is he greater than them? 
○ Spend time talking about what we know of their whole lives, pointing out the similarities 

between the patriarchs and Jesus. The Old Testament points directly to Christ, and these 
stories are no different. A good starting point may be: Abraham is the beginning of the 
formation of God’s people, Isaac was sent to be sacrificed by his father, Jacob wrestled 
with God as Jesus did in the garden, Joseph was hated by those close to him and sold for 
some silver, etc.  

Application: 
● The application should stem from conversations that have arisen during discussion, while 

following the text. Some examples are: 
○ What do these stories teach us about our faith? 

 
Looking Forward 

● Read Hebrews 11:21-22. What are some questions that you have in regards to this passage? Write 
them down as a group. 

○ Don’t spend time discussing the answers, but use these to get the group thinking and begin personal 

studies for next week. Next week look over your questions and see if you have answered them. 


