
DC- Hebrews 11:4 
 
  
Textual Interpretation: 

● What does the presentation of Abel’s sacrifice teach us today? 
○ Abel’s sacrifice was presented to God in faith, not with doubt or out of selfish motivation, 

but out of reverence for God. We do not know the exact details of Cain’s offering being 
displeasing to the Lord. Perhaps it was a poor offering, perhaps it was too flashy, but we 
do know that it was not presented out of faith. Whether we are offering a lot or a little, 
our “offerings” to God (be they acts or money) must be done out of faith and not self 
driven desire.  

● In what ways does Abel’s life resemble Christ’s life? 
○ The obvious is that Abel was faithful as Jesus was. Abel presented a sacrifice to God just 

like Jesus did, though Jesus’ had far more severe repercussions. We know that Abel 
remained faithful until the end of his life, just like Christ. In addition, we learn about God 
through the death of both Abel and Jesus. Hebrews 4 tells us that Abel still speaks 
through his death. Both Abel and Jesus were innocent in their deaths.  

● How is Jesus the greater Abel? 
○ Though Abel was innocent in this story, no doubt he was still a sinner. The sacrifice Abel 

paid was through faith and was pleasing to the Lord, but it was nowhere near the stature 
of Jesus’ own life as the cross represented the end of all sacrifices. Finally, Christ rose 
from the dead where Abel has stayed in the ground. We can learn a lot through Abel’s 
death, but he has not risen like our savior. 

Application: 
● The application should stem from conversations that have arisen during discussion, while 

following the text. Some examples are: 
○ How can we help one another be faithful? 
○ Should we be “offering” things to God? If so, how can we avoid our “offerings” to God 

bring displeasing?  
 
Looking Forward 

● Read Hebrews 11:5. What are some questions that you have in regards to this passage? Write them 
down as a group. 

○ Don’t spend time discussing the answers, but use these to get the group thinking and begin personal 

studies for next week. Next week look over your questions and see if you have answered them. 
 


