
DC- Hebrews 6:4-12 
 
  
Textual Interpretation: 

● Is the author of Hebrews saying that we can lose our salvation in this passage? 
○ No. Though it may seem like this at first glance, we must interpret scripture in light of 

scripture, and the rest of scripture speaks clearly that we cannot lose salvation (John 
10:27-29, Philippians 1:6, Romans 8:1, Ephesians 1:13-14 etc). With passages like this 
in mind, we know that the author here is not saying we can lose salvation.  

● If this doesn't mean you can lose your salvation, what might the author mean by those who have 
been enlightened, tasted of the goodness of the word of God, and shared in the Holy Spirit who 
have fallen away? 

○ The implication seems to be that there are those who seem to be set apart, who 
experience the works of God and the Church in a way that may seem like genuine 
Christianity. Notice though that this is just a taste, this is not a full indulgence of the 
goodness of God. Just as God has made himself known through nature, he may make 
himself known more personally in the lives of some people without those people ever 
accepting Him as savior. The American Church is likely full of these people who have 
grown up in the Church, seen the works of the Spirit, who know God intellectually but not 
personally. Matthew 7:23 speaks to this audience when Jesus says depart from me, I 
never knew you.  

● How then can we have any assurance of salvation? 
○ Hebrews 10:22 tells us that we are to have an assurance of salvation. Though this 

passage may scare us, and make us think that we can never be sure if we are saved or 
not, Hebrews 10 tells us that we should have assurance. Instead of trusting in ourselves, 
our good works, our church, or our friends, we must rely on Jesus for our salvation. He 
has promised that no one will pluck us from his hands, and we have to rely on that. If we 
have seen regenerate works of Christ in our lives, and have felt the Holy Spirit build 
confidence that we are saved, then we have a right to assurance.  

Application: 
● The application should stem from conversations that have arisen during discussion, while 

following the text. Some examples are: 
○ What are some examples of things that show true salvation? 
○ How can we keep from doubting if we are saved or not needlessly? 

 
Looking Forward 

● Read Hebrews 6:13-20. What are some questions that you have in regards to this passage? Write 
them down as a group. 

○ Don’t spend time discussing the answers, but use these to get the group thinking and begin personal 

studies for next week. Next week look over your questions and see if you have answered them. 
 


