
DC- Hebrews 8:1-13 
 
  
Textual Interpretation: 

● What does the author mean by he makes the first covenant obsolete? 
○ Another meaning of the Greek word used here for obsolete is old. A mistake many 

christians make is to think that the first covenant is not valuable to us today because it 
has been made obsolete. There are still many things to be learned from the first covenant. 

● If the first covenant is obsolete, what value does it have for our lives today? 
○ The first covenant is useful for so much. It shows how God has chosen to reveal Himself 

in the past, and thus we learn about His character and what is valuable to Him. For 
example, God gave Israel the 10 commandments. Out of all the things that He could have 
commanded them to do, these are the 10 that He chose. These commandments reveal His 
character to His people. We put God first because he puts himself first, we honor our 
parents because Jesus honors his, we do not commit adultery because God values 
faithfulness. All of these things point to God’s character, and because of the first 
covenant we know more about Him.  

● How does God’s making Israel his people relate to us today? 
○ God chose Israel to be His people just as He has chosen us to be His people. Nothing we 

can do will ever separate us from Him, just as he never let Israel go. Abram did nothing 
to deserve God’s grace, but He gave it anyway. Likewise, we are not believers because 
we have just chosen to be, but because He has chosen us to be.  

Application: 
● The application should stem from conversations that have arisen during discussion, while 

following the text. Some examples are: 
○ What other ways has God revealed himself through the first covenant, and how does this 

relate to our lives today? 
 
Looking Forward 

● Read Hebrews 9:1-10. What are some questions that you have in regards to this passage? Write 
them down as a group. 

○ Don’t spend time discussing the answers, but use these to get the group thinking and begin personal 

studies for next week. Next week look over your questions and see if you have answered them. 
 
 


