
DC- Hebrews 9:1-10 
 
  
Textual Interpretation: 

● Why might God have chosen to include so much detail in the tabernacle? Does it really matter if 
there were lampstands, gold, urns, etc? 

○ It was common practice for pagans of the time to experiment with different ways to 
portray their god’s. By giving specific details about what the tabernacle should look like, 
God is showing specifically what he wants so they do not fall into the trap of trying to be 
“innovative” less they stray from God by focusing on these particulars of worship rather 
than worshiping him for who He is. 

● What do these items represent for Israel?  
○ Aaron’s staff is a reminder of how God kept his promises to Israel in the wilderness, and 

of how Aaron was called to priesthood (Num 17:1-13) 
○ Tablets reminded them of their covenant with God, and their responsibility to uphold the 

law 
○ Golden Urn holding manna was constant testimony to God’s sustaining care of Israel for 

40 years (Exodus 16:31-34) 
○ Ark attested to God’s covenant love for Israel and faithfulness to them 
○ Burning of incense was key factor of Day of Atonement (Lev 16:12-13) 
○ Because gold is so rare and valuable it represents the incredible value of heaven 

● Why did the high priest only offer sacrifices once per year in the most holy place? Why not more 
often? 

○ There was the holy place, used regularly, and the most holy place, used once per year. 
This shows that even though provisions were made to make a sacrifice in the most holy 
place, sinful men cannot approach a holy God. This is why it was a big deal when the veil 
was torn after Jesus’ death! Now people can have access to God. Whether you are a 
priest (pastor) or lay person, with the tearing of the veil you have full access to God 
through the work of Christ and the Holy Spirit. Jesus is not just representative of the 
tabernacle, He is a much better tabernacle.  

Application: 
● The application should stem from conversations that have arisen during discussion, while 

following the text. Some examples are: 
○ How can we apply what we learned about God’s regulating liturgy to our lives today? 

 
Looking Forward 

● Read Hebrews 9:11-28. What are some questions that you have in regards to this passage? Write 
them down as a group. 

○ Don’t spend time discussing the answers, but use these to get the group thinking and begin personal 

studies for next week. Next week look over your questions and see if you have answered them. 
 
 


