
DCs Study Guide 
Ephesians 3:1-13 
  
Notes: 

● The word Paul uses for “unsearchable” in verse 8 does not appear anywhere else in Greek 
outside of the Bible. It seems as though it is made up by Paul to describe how 
indescribable God is. 

● The “rulers and authorities in the heavenly places” mentioned in verse 10 probably refers 
to both angels and demons, though most likely it refers to demons primarily in the 
context of this passage 

  
Textual Interpretation: 

● Why might Paul call himself a prisoner of Christ when he was imprisoned in Rome at the 
time? 

○ Paul was called by God to minister to the Gentiles. He was in prison in Rome, but 
recognizes that his imprisonment was not only allowed by God, but caused by 
God. We may all suffer for the sake of Christ at some point in our lives.  

● Why would Gentiles being included in the body of Christ seem like such a mystery to the 
church in Ephesus? 

○ Much of the Old Testament is spent showing how God is making the Jews His 
people. He made them into a nation, and created laws to set them apart from the 
rest of the world. Once Christ came Jews and Gentiles alike could be God’s 
people, which would be a radical belief in the first century. Why would God not 
include Gentiles from the beginning if they were going to be allowed into His 
kingdom in the end? 

● What does this passage show us about the Church? 
○ It shows us just how valuable the Church is to God. He uses it to show that His 

eternal plan is being accomplished and that the demons have no rule over Him or 
His people. The narrative that God is telling did not end on the cross, as He is 
using the Church now to bring His story to completion.  

Application: 
● The application should stem from conversations that have arisen during discussion, while 

following the text. Some example questions might be: 
○ How can we better understand Old Testament books through using passages like 

this from the New Testament? 
○ How should we react to those who bash the Church? Do they have any reason to? 

How could we show them that the Church is important to God? 
 



 
Looking Forward 

● Read 3:14-21. What are some questions that you have in regards to this passage? Write 
them down as a group. 

○ Don’t spend time discussing the answers, but use these to get the group thinking and begin 

personal studies for next week. Next week look over your questions and see if you have 

answered them. 

 


