
EPHESIANS 1:1-2 
 

DATE:  
Sunday, September 30, 2018 
 
INTRODUCTION: 

This afternoon we’re going to begin our study through the book of Ephesians. If you have 
your Bible, please turn to Ephesians chapter 1, and we will examine verses 1 and 2. It may seem a bit 
strange that we will spend any amount of time on the introduction of this letter, however there is 
great meaning that is found within these two short verses.   
 
TEXT:  
EPHESIANS 1:1-2 
1:1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, 

To the saints who are in Ephesus, and are faithful in Christ Jesus: 
1:2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.   
 
EXPOSITION 1: 
EPHESIANS 1:1a “Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus…” 
 

Paul identifies himself twice as the writer of this book (1:1 and 3:1). Of the 13 letters that 
Paul wrote, 7 letters contain reference to Paul’s apostolic authority.  Why? Why did Paul need to 
introduce himself as “an apostle of Christ Jesus”?   

 
According to passages like Acts 9, 2 Corinthians 11, Galatians 1:11-24 and 1 Peter 3, many 

in the early church questioned Paul’s Christ given apostleship for his entire ministry; such 
questioning was honestly understandable. Paul was a Jewish zealot who killed Christians. On his 
way to Damascus, he was encountered with a vision from the risen Christ. Paul is then transformed 
from a Jewish murderer to an Apostle. The saints in the first century church had to have asked: 
“Really!?” “Saul of Tarsus!?” “The one who had our friends and family members murdered!?” “It can’t 
be!” “How was he made an apostle?” That’s a valid question isn’t it? Before we examine Paul’s 
apostleship, let’s first define what an apostle was.   

 
Scripture defines the term “Apostle,” simply as a “sent one.” Scripture also shows that there 

are two different types of “Apostles.”  Both have the concept of individuals being sent out, yet what 
defines the difference is the sender of the Apostle, and the authority of that sender. 

 

 



 There were several people in Scripture who were called Apostles (sent ones), such as 
Barnabas (Acts 14:14), Andronicus and Junia (Romans 16:7), Silas (1 Thess. 1:1), Timothy (1 Thess 
1:1;2:6), and Apollos (1 Cor. 4:9). These were people who were commissioned and sent by either 
Paul or a Church, but not directly by Christ. A modern day equivalent to these individuals would be 
missionaries, which is a term not found in the Bible but means the same thing as “one sent out.” A 
missionary would be someone who would have been commissioned and sent by a church in order 
to spread the gospel.   

 
The second use of the term Apostle is based upon the sending of Christ Himself. These were 

a different rank of Apostles. These were individuals who were traditionally known as the twelve 
Apostles. These Apostles (1.) literally saw the risen Christ; (2.) were specifically selected by Christ 
for the office of apostle; (3.) and were given miraculous power to authenticate their apostleship.   

 
A modern example would be the term ambassador. For us, as a church, to send someone 

from MBC, to represent MBC in another country, they would be an ambassador for both MBC and 
US, but they would be different than the ambassador of the United States formally representing the 
United States to a foreign country. The official ambassador is endowed with the powers and 
authority of the United States Government.   

 
[For more on Apostles, see the Appendix] 

 
Throughout Christendom, there have been many people who have plagiarized the office of 

“Apostle of Christ.” Revelation 2:2 reveals this practice of plagiarizing the office of Apostle, “2 "'I 
know your works, your toil and your patient endurance, and how you cannot bear with those who 

are evil, but have tested those who call themselves apostles and are not, and found them to be false.” 
Paul addressed these fake Apostles when he sarcastically calls them “Super-Apostles” in 2 
Corinthians 11:5. Like the fake apostles of the past, there are current charlatans today, posing as 
divinely called Apostles of Christ without possessing the biblical qualifications.  If you ever hear 
someone who claims that Jesus Christ Himself literally called them to the office of Apostle; run from 
such teaching. Jesus Christ has no need to call any future Apostles, because He completed that work 
with his final Apostle Paul.   

 
APPLICATION 1: 

Why is it so offensive that these individuals claim the title of apostle of Christ? First, it 
places into question the sufficiency of Christ to properly establish His Church. When someone says 
that they are a new apostle of Christ, they are saying that the work of Christ in the first century of 
believers was not enough for future generations. It’s saying that Christ lacked the power to do right 
by his bride. Second, claiming to be a modern day apostle of Christ opens the door to apostasy (or 
the abandoning of the orthodox faith). When someone says they are an “Apostle of Christ,” they are 
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saying that their teaching carries the spiritual authority of Christ Himself. If a modern day “Apostle” 
of Christ says that God gave them a message, they are saying that as an “apostle”, their “message” 
carries the same divine authority and inerrancy as Paul or Peter.  What if their teaching denies the 
divinity to Christ, the substitutionary atonement, the resurrection? If the spiritually immature don’t 
know their Bible, they can be lead away from the teachings of Christ and into apostasy.   

 
There is a movement today called the New Apostolic Reformation that seeks to establish 

modern Apostles of Christ. These individuals claim to have been divinely called by God to discern 
what the Spirit of God is saying to the churches. One of these modern “Apostles of Christ” is Peter 
Wagner. Wagner defines his Apostleship as: “A Christian leader who is gifted, taught, and 
commissioned by GOD with the authority to establish the foundational government of the Church 
within an assigned sphere of ministry by hearing what the Spirit is saying to the churches and by 
setting things in order accordingly for the advancement of the Kingdom of God.” 

 
Did you notice who Wagner says called him to Apostleship? God. That is terribly 

dangerous.   
   

Before we continue with the text I found an interesting bit of information concerning 
modern “Apostles of Christ.” According to the International Coalition of Apostolic Leaders website, 
you can become an apostle of Christ by filling out an online application and paying a $450.00 yearly 
membership fee. According to the ICA, there is no need to be qualified biblically, all it takes is 
money.   

 
EXPOSITION 2: 
EPHESIANS 1:1b. “Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God,” 

In the second part of verse 1, did you notice who willed Paul to be an apostle? Paul did not 
will himself to be an apostle; rather God willed for Paul to be an apostle.  The biblical narrative of 
salvation is not a man manifested or manufactured series of events. Rather, God’s plan of salvation 
was envisioned by God in eternity past, set in motion by God at the fall, accomplished by God in 
Christ on the cross, and continues through the power of God in his Bride the Church. It was God’s 
will to appoint Paul as an apostle, because that is the way that God planned and willed it. Because it 
was God’s will to appoint Paul as an apostle, no will of man could have thwarted it!   
 
EXPOSITION 3: 
EPHESIANS 1:1c. “Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God,” 

To the saints who are in Ephesus, and are faithful in Christ Jesus: 
 
In the third section of verse 1, we see who the letter is addressed to: the saints who are in 

Ephesus, and are faithful in Christ Jesus. The reason why the book of Ephesians is known as a 
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circular book (or a book that was passed around to several churches in Asia Minor) is because many 
ancient manuscripts of Ephesians excluded the words “who are in Ephesus.” Many documents 
simply read, “To the saints who are faithful in Christ Jesus.” Regardless of the specific recipients of 
this letter, Paul addresses his audience as “saints.”   
 

A “saint” literally means one who is “holy or set apart by God for God.” The term can also 
mean “holy ones.” When we think of the word “saint” we tend to define the term in a catholic sense. 
We think a saint is a person who has lived a holy life, died, and now miracuously intercedes on our 
behalf before God. According to Catholic.org: 

“Canonization, the process the Church uses to name a saint, has only been used since 
the tenth century. For hundreds of years, starting with the first martyrs of the early Church, 
saints were chosen by public acclaim. Though this was a more democratic way to recognize 
saints, some saints' stories were distorted by legend and some never existed. Gradually, the 
bishops and finally the Vatican took over authority for approving saints. 

In 1983, Pope John Paul II made sweeping changes in the canonization procedure. 
The process begins after the death of a Catholic whom people regard as holy. Often, the 
process starts many years after death in order to give perspective on the candidate. The local 
bishop investigates the candidate's life and writings for heroic virtue (or martyrdom) and 
orthodoxy of doctrine. Then a panel of theologians at the Vatican evaluates the candidate. 
After approval by the panel and cardinals of the Congregation for the Causes of Saints, the 
pope proclaims the candidate "venerable.” 

The next step, beatification, requires evidence of one miracle (except in the case of 
martyrs). Since miracles are considered proof that the person is in heaven and can intercede 
for us, the miracle must take place after the candidate's death and as a result of a specific 
petition to the candidate. When the pope proclaims the candidate beatified or "blessed," the 
person can be venerated by a particular region or group of people with whom the person 
holds special importance.” 
 
 It’s interesting that Paul doesn’t define a saint the same way that the Catholic Church does. 

Paul refers to his audience (the simple individuals; the homemakers, the potters, the tent makers, 
the cooks, the ditchdigger's, the stonemasons)  as “saints (holy ones), who are faithful in Christ 
Jesus.” The ordering of these words are very important. The basis of a saint’s holiness is only found 
in faithfulness in Christ. Notice the words, “to the saints who are faithful IN Christ Jesus.” Notice 
that the text doesn’t say, “faithful TO Christ Jesus,” but “faithful IN Christ Jesus.” There is a big 
difference. If the text said, “Faithful TO Christ,” that would reveal a work on an individual to be 
accepted by Christ. “Faithful IN Christ,” shows that the individual is accepted by Christ, not based 
on any merit of their own, and therefore given faith and holiness as a byproduct of Christ’s work. 
You and I are made saint’s by being faithful “In” Christ, not trying to be faithful “to” Christ. It is 
Christ's work that makes us faithful.   
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APPLICATION: 3 

Our faith is based solely on the work of Christ. It was Christ who lived a righteous life that 
you and I couldn’t live. It was Christ who died a death that you and I deserved to die. It was Christ 
that rose from the dead proving that he alone can conquer death for us. It is Christ that chooses to 
draw you out of your sin and gives you the gift of salvation. It is Christ who makes us “saints!” 
 
EXPOSITION 4: 
EPHESIANS 1:2. “Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

 
Of  Paul’s 13 letters, all of them have the same greeting that includes “grace to you and 

peace.” Paul is expressing his earnest good will to his friends while communicating a deeper 
theological meaning. Dr. Tom Constable of Dallas Theological Seminary says this about Ephesians 
1:2: 

“Paul greeted his readers by wishing God’s “grace” and “peace” on them, as he did in all of his 
other epistles. “Grace” (Gr. Charis) expresses God’s unmerited favor and divine enablement, which 
are the portion of every saint. “Peace” (Gr. eirene, which translates the Hebrew shalom) is our 
condition resulting from God’s grace to us. We have peace with God, and we can experience the 
peace of God - the fullness of His blessing - because of His Grace (cf. Num. 6:25-26). ” 1

 
Paul does something very interesting with the language in verse 2. Paul uses language to 

address two sets of people. He uses “grace” and “peace” to greet or address both Gentile Christians 
and Jewish Christians. The two people who would have been at odds with each other, he address 
them with language that seeks to unite the two. How? Paul is using common terminology that the 
two peoples would understand. The Greek would understand the greeting “Grace to you.” That was 
a common greeting for Greeks at the time. The Jew would have understood, “Peace to you (Shabbat 
Shalom).” Even today, Jews greet others with the term “Peace to you.” Paul was seeking to pull the 
Greek and Jewish Christians together in unity. Paul was addressing a diverse group of people with 
language that they would understand. Paul saw the diversity of the churches in Asia Minor, and he 
sought to unify them. Think about it: the churches in Asia Minor consisted of a very diverse group 
of people. There were Pagan Gentiles and Kosher Jews brought together under the banner of 
Christ. These two individuals didn’t have much dealings with one another, and now, they are called 
to live in unity with one another. The Gentiles were worshipers of the polytheistic gods. The Jews 
worshiped Yahweh. The Gentiles worship consisted of great immoral activities. The Jews rejoiced 
in their strict observance to the moral law. Now, in Christ, the two are one. The two groups of 
people, who were at odds, are now one people in Christ. That is what Paul was getting at in 

1 Dr. Tom Constable Expository Notes. www.soniclight.org 
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Galatians 3:28, “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and 
female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.”   
APPLICATION 4: 

The church of Jesus Christ consists of people from all different backgrounds that are now 
united in Christ. Some of us grew up in a strict religious home. Some of us grew up in a non 
religious, or even atheistic or agnostic home. Some of us grew up in wealth, some of us grew up in 
poverty. Some of us like the movie “I Can Only Imagine”, some of us prefer the song. Some of us 
have different tertiary theological views (tertiary; meaning theological views that are not primary). 
Some of us believe that alcohol consumption in moderation is ok. Some of us believe that total 
abstinence should be observed. Regardless of all the different upbringings, opinions and preferences 
that we may have, we are all called to unity in Christ.   

 
It is our job as Christians to discern the varying degrees of differences, look past them if they 

are non-essentials, and grow in unity together. We should accept the varying nuances of our 
diversity and love one another through them.  
 
CONCLUSION: 

As you can see, Ephesians 1:1-2 are two short verses that have a lot to say. Paul was very 
intentional in what he wrote and it is our job as the church to follow his words. We are to 
denounce false claims of “modern Apostles of Christ”; we should rejoice and find comfort in the will 
of God, and in the church, we should seek unity in diversity.   
 
PRAYER: 
 
WORSHIP: 

Alas and Did My Savior Bleed (key of D) 
Living Hope (key of D) 
This We Believe (The Creed) (key of B) 
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APPENDIX:  
References on Apostles:   

 
“The term “apostle is used in an official sense. That is, “apostle” can refer to individuals who 
were officially and divinely selected to serve as Jesus’ original representatives - 
“ambassadors” (2 Corinthians 5:20). Jesus handpicked the original twelve apostles (Matthew 
10:1-5; Mark 3:13-19; Luke 6:12-16; 9:1-2). Of these original twelve, Judas betrayed the 
Lord as predicted by the Old Testament (Psalm 41:9; John 13:18-19; 18:1-5). Instead of 
repenting, he cinched his apostasy by committing suicide (Matthew 27:3-5; John 17:12). 
Consequently, a successor to Judas was selected by divine decree (Acts 1:16-26). 
 
Only one other apostle in the official sense is alluded to in the New Testament - Paul. His 
appointment to apostleship was unique and unparalleled in that he was chosen for a specific 
first century task (Acts 9:15; 22:14-15; 26:16-18; 1 Corinthians 15:8-9; Galatians 1:11-12, 
15-16). Christ selected him to introduce the message of Christianity to the Gentile world 
(Romans 11:13; 15:16; Galatians 2:8; Ephesians 3:8). Paul was careful to document the fact 
that his apostleship was by divine appointment (e.g. Romans 1:5; 1 Corinthians 1:1; 
Galatians 1:1,16).” 
What are the requirements for a person to truly be an apostle? Dr. Dave Miller helps answer 

that question:   
“When one assembles all the relevant New Testament data, at least three qualifications 
emerge as prerequisite to one becoming an apostle in the official sense (Hayden, 1894, p.33, 
expands these credentials to seven in number). First, an apostle had to have seen the Lord 
and been an eyewitness of Christ’s resurrection (Acts 1:22; 22:14; 1 Corinthians 9:1). 
Second, an apostle had to be specifically selected by the Lord or the Holy Spirit (Matthew 
10:5; Mark 3:13-14; Luke 6:13; Acts 1:26; 9:15; 22:14-15,21; 26:16). Third, an apostle was 
invested with miraculous power to the extent that he could perform miracles. The power to 
perform miracles included the capability to confer the ability to work miracles to other 
individuals through the laying on of hands (Mark 3:15; 16:17-20; Luke 9:1-2; John 14:12,26; 
15:24-27; 16:13; Acts 2:43; 4:29-31, 33,: 5:12, 15-16; 6:6; 8:14-18; 19:6; 2 Timothy 1:6; 
Romans 1:11; Hebrews 2:3-4). Jesus referred to His bestowal of miraculous capability upon 
the apostles when He promised they would be “endued with power from on high” (Luke 
24:49).” 
 

A.F. Walls 
There are over 80 occurrences of the Gk. word apostolos in the NT, mostly in Luke and Paul. 

It derives from the very common verb apostellō to send, but in non-Christian Gk., after Herodotus 
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in the 5th century bc, there are few recorded cases where it means ‘a person sent’, and it generally 
means ‘fleet’, or perhaps occasionally ‘admiral’. The sense of ‘sent one, messenger’ may have survived 
in popular speech: at least, isolated occurrences in the lxx and Josephus suggest that this meaning 
was recognized in Jewish circles. Only with Christian literature, however, does it come into its own. 
In NT it is applied to Jesus as the Sent One of God (Heb. 3:1), to those sent by God to preach to 
Israel (Lk. 11:49) and to those sent by churches (2 Cor. 8:23; Phil. 2:25); but above all it is applied 
absolutely to the group of men who held the supreme dignity in the primitive church. Since apostellō 
seems frequently to mean ‘to send with a particular purpose’, as distinct from the neutral pempō 
(save in the Johannine writings, where the two are synonyms), the force of apostolos is probably ‘one 
commissioned’—it is implied, by Christ. 
It is disputed whether apostolos represents in NT a Jewish term of similar technical force. Rengstorf, 
in particular, has elaborated the theory that it reflects the Jewish šālîaḥ , an accredited representative 
of religious authority, entrusted with messages and money and empowered to act on behalf of the 
authority (for the idea, cf. Acts 9:2); and Gregory Dix and others have applied ideas and expressions 
belonging to the šālîaḥ , concept (e.g. a man’s šālîaḥ  is as himself) to the apostolate and eventually to 
the modern episcopate. Such a process is full of perils, and not least because there is no clear 
evidence that šālîaḥ  was used in this sense until post-apostolic times. apostolos, in fact, may well be 
the earlier as a technical term, and it is safest to seek its significance in the meaning of apostellō and 
from the contexts of the NT occurrences. 
 
 Walls, A. F. (1996). Apostle. In D. R. W. Wood, I. H. Marshall, A. R. Millard, J. I. Packer, & D. J. 
Wiseman (Eds.), New Bible dictionary (3rd ed., p. 58). Leicester, England; Downers Grove, IL: 
InterVarsity Press. 
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