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If you have your Bible, I’d like to encourage you to turn to Ephesians 3:1-13. As you find 
your place in God’s word, I’d like to recap what we studied last week from Ephesians 2:11-22 and 
then tie it together with what we are going to study today.   
 

Last Sunday we talked about how the Jews and Gentiles have been reconciled together 
through Christ, and the separation that occurred between the two from Genesis 10 no longer exists. 
We also talked about how Paul was called by God to evangelize to the Gentiles the salvation of 
Christ. Paul continues to expound on this truth as a revelation sent from God. This week we’re 
going to see the great importance of Gentiles being reconciled back to Christ. Let’s begin this study 
by reading Ephesians 3:1-13.   
 
EPHESIANS 3:1-13: Jason Palmer 

 
3 For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles— 2 assuming that you 
have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace that was given to me for you, 3 how the mystery was 
made known to me by revelation, as I have written briefly. 4 When you read this, you can perceive 
my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5 which was not made known to the sons of men in other 
generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. 6 This 
mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the 
promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.   

7 Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God’s grace, which was given me by 
the working of his power. 8 To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, 
to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 9 and to bring to light for everyone what 
is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God, who created all things, 10 so that through the 
church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the 
heavenly places. 11 This was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our 
Lord, 12 in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through our faith in him. 13 So I ask 
you not to lose heart over what I am suffering for you, which is your glory.   

 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Eph 3:1–13). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 

 

PRAYER: Jason Palmer 

 

EXPOSITION 1: Ephesians 3:1. Lee Davis 
“3:1 For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles” 
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Paul opens chapter 3 by building on the truth presented in Chapters 1 and 2 about God 
choosing us, adopting us, redeeming us, unifying us with other believers, giving us an inheritance 
and promising to complete this work by sealing it with the Holy Spirit. Paul continued his line of 
thought by teaching his reader that all of these blessings are only attained by grace through faith in 
Christ alone. Those truths found in chapters 1 and 2 are to be kept in mind for what he will now 
teach the believer. Paul is strategically building his arguments in order to establish a solid 
foundation for his readers.   

Paul now takes time in his letter to address the Gentile only. Paul, being a Jew, reveals the 
great love that he has for his Gentile brothers and sisters. This would have been extremely 
provocative in this time. Jew’s didn’t have association with Gentiles, but Paul loved his Gentile 
brothers and sisters in Christ. He reminds his Gentile reader that his imprisonment was for them. 
When Paul wrote this letter, he was under house arrest in Rome. His imprisonment was a result of 
his ministry to the Gentiles, which the Jewish leaders had mobbed him for in Jerusalem (Acts 21:21, 
28, 2 Tim. 1:11-12). In Ephesians 4:1 we read that Paul viewed his imprisonment as the “will of 
God.” Take a moment to digest that point.   

Paul viewed his ministry to the Gentiles as the will of God for his life. Some of you may ask, 
“What’s the big deal about that? He was just preaching and teaching the Gentiles about Jesus.” The 
reality is that Paul’s ministry to the Gentiles carried a lot of baggage; that Paul viewed as God’s will 
for his life. Paul was imprisoned for teaching the Gentiles about Christ. Paul viewed his liberties 
being taken from him; the beatings he received; the slander and false accusations that were hurled at 
him; the starvation; the abuse; and his impending death by Nero, as God’s will for his life.   

It was God’s will to crush Paul under the persecution of the Jewish and Roman leaders in 
order to teach the Gentiles and Jews that they are now reconciled only in Christ. It glorified God to 
run Paul through all sorts of physical, emotional and mental anguish. The application of this fact is 
extremely relevant to us today! Many people think that it is God’s will for their life that they only 
experience prosperity and comfort in this life. This couldn’t be any further from the truth. This life 
is a battlefield. Our prosperity and comfort is not to be obtained in this life, but in the one to come. 
We will see later in the text that suffering and pain are tools used by God to display His Glory. Let’s 
see how Paul continues to build his case to his reader by reading verses 1-3.   

 

EXPOSITION 2: Ephesians 3:2-3. Lee Davis 

“For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles 2 assuming that you have 
heard of the stewardship of God’s grace that was given to me for you, 3 how the mystery was made 
known to me by revelation, as I have written briefly.   

The term “assuming” actually doesn’t appear in the original Greek. The original Greek reads, 
“If indeed you have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace that was given to me for you.” The 
Greek does not imply doubt of the readers hearing of Christ, but rather the indicative shows a 
certitany that they have heard; because it was Paul who taught them. ( Jamieson, R., Fausset, A. R., 
& Brown, D. (1997). Commentary Critical and Explanatory on the Whole Bible (Vol. 2, p. 347). Oak 
Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc.) 
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Paul continues in verse 2 by writing that “you have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace 
that was given to me for you, how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I have 
written briefly.” Paul is specifically showing his reader that his calling to the ministry was a 
stewardship of God’s grace for them; not a construction of Paul. It was by the stewardship of God’s 
grace that Paul was called to the ministry of apostle to the Gentiles. Think about that. Paul didn’t 
choose this career; but God chose to dispense grace to Paul, to then become an apostle to the 
Gentiles. Think about this dichotomy! God dispensed grace to Paul in order to teach grace to the 
Gentiles.   

We often think our salvation is a personal event; that our salvation is about “me and God”. 
But this passage shows us that our salvation is not simply about saving us individually; but saving us 
individually to save us collectively. That’s not saying that God uses man as a substitution for sin; but 
God does use one-another in the process of building our faith. God doesn’t simply save us for us, 
but also saves us for others. Our salvation is not our own.   

 

EXPOSITION 3: Ephesians 3:4-5. Jason Palmer 

4 When you read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5 which was not made 
known to the sons of men in other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and 
prophets by the Spirit. 

In verses 4-5, it sounds as if Paul is boasting about his receiving an insight into the mystery 
of Christ. Of all people in time, he is the chosen one of God to make known this mystery. It is clear 
however that, according to verses 3, 8 and 11 that Paul attributes his insight into the mystery of 
God to God’s grace. To make sure no one thinks this way he writes in verse 3 that he is “least of all 
the saints.” In verse 11 Pauls says that the mystery was given to him “according to the eternal 
purpose that was realized in Christ Jesus.” Paul clearly knows that his revelation is not from his own 
imagination but is a gift of God for the church. So what is this mystery? That answer is found in 
verse 6. 

 

EXPOSITION 4: Ephesians 3:6. Jason Palmer 

6 This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the 
promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.   

If you remember, last Sunday we talked about how the Gentiles are fellow heirs with the 
Jews of the promises of God in Christ. Paul is reiterating that truth again in verse 6. Why? Why 
would Paul find it necessary to emphasize that the Gentiles are heirs to the kingdom of God 
through Christ? This is is an extremely important truth that we must all understand the depths of. 
Without verse 6, none of us would be here today! Without verse 6, all of us would be living 
without hope.  Take a moment to think about the depths of this revelation.We would occupy a city 
without hope, a state without hope, a country without hope. We would be lost in our sin and 
destined for an eternity separated from God; and we would be pleased to live in rebellion to God. 
But God looked our way and chose to save us!  The truth of this revelation should motivate us to 

 



worship! We should praise God for grafting us into His family! But notice the tension that is now 
created between the Gentile and Jew.   

During the separation of peoples in Genesis 11, God calls Abraham for a specific purpose to 
bring about the Messiah to save humanity. Remember,  Jews were God’s chosen people. They were 
the firstborn among the nations to receive the oracles of God. Then God sends Christ to redeem 
both the Gentile and Jew. Now in Christ, the Gentile (who are not naturally born to the promises of 
God, but are now adopted) are given all the same rights and privileges as the Jews. The Jews would 
have felt bitter of this fact. Paul is now seeking to teach the Jewish and Gentile Christians that they 
are united as one new family in Christ; that every blessing from God previously given to the Jew is 
now the Gentiles!  How many people are an adopted child? How many of you have an adopted 
sibling? Imagine being 37 years old and as your parents begin to age they decide to tell you that they 
are adopting another 37 year old into the family and that all that belongs to them will be shared 
with that adopted one just as they will with you. How would you feel? It reminds me of the parable 
in Matthew 20:1-16 where Jesus answers Peter’s question from 19:27 Then Peter said in reply, “See, 
we have left everything and followed you. What then will we have?” 

“For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in the morning 

to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius a day, he 

sent them into his vineyard. 3 And going out about the third hour he saw others standing 

idle in the marketplace, 4 and to them he said, ‘You go into the vineyard too, and whatever 

is right I will give you.’ 5 So they went.Going out again about the sixth hour and the ninth 

hour, he did the same. 6 And about the eleventh hour he went out and found others 

standing. And he said to them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ 7 They said to him, 

‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You go into the vineyard too.’ 8 And when 

evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay 

them their wages, beginning with the last, up to the first.’ 9 And when those hired about the 

eleventh hour came, each of them received a denarius. 10 Now when those hired first 

came, they thought they would receive more, but each of them also received a denarius. 

11 And on receiving it they grumbled at the master of the house, 12 saying, ‘These last 

worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of 

the day and the scorching heat.’ 13 But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no 

wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? 14 Take what belongs to you and go. I 

choose to give to this last worker as I give to you. 15 Am I not allowed to do what I choose 

 



with what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my generosity?’ 16 So the last will be first, and 

the first last.” 

 

Jesus’s answer would offend the Jews. For in this context Jesus would be talking specifically about 
the “sinners and the tax collectors” but we can also take this a step further in regards to the Gentiles 
coming later into the kingdom. After the master paid the servants, what was the response of the 
worker’s hired first? They grumbled against the master. They were jealous and thought they 
deserved more. What was the master’s response? “Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what 
belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my generosity?” 

 

EXPOSITION 5: Ephesians 3:7-9. Jason Palmer 

In verses 7 and 8, Paul transitions to explain to his reader the the reasons why God called 
Paul to this ministry.   

7 Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God’s grace, which was given 
me by the working of his power. 8 To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was 
given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 9 and to bring to light for 
everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God, who created all things, 

 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Eph 3:7–9). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 

The first reason why God called Paul to this ministry was to display His grace and power 
through Paul. The Greek word that Paul used to describe himself as a minister is Diokonos (deacon, 
servant or attendant). Paul gladly accepted the title of servant while making sure that his reader 
understood the enablement of his ministry: God’s grace and power working in Paul.   

Listen to how Scholar Francis Foulkes describes the enablement of Paul for the ministry: 
“Only by a twofold gift from God was it possible for Paul to be a minister. He was a minister 

according to the gift of God’s grace and by the working of his power. He was unworthy to be a preacher of 
God’s word, because he had been a persecutor; but the grace of God had made him all that he was, a 
new man in Christ (1 Cor. 15:10). It also made him Christ’s servant in the proclamation of his 
gospel, and in the particular work that he had of ministering it to the Gentiles. But mercy was not 
enough. He was also a minister … by the working of his power. The task to which he was called needed 
no mere human strength and patience and power of endurance. It needed the power of God and, as 
in 1:19, Paul shows that power is given, and not just as an abstract thing, or as a force applied from 
afar, but as energizing strength (energeia) operative in his life by the Spirit’s indwelling.” Foulkes, F. 
(1989). Ephesians: an introduction and commentary (Vol. 10, p. 102). Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity 
Press. 

God called Paul to a ministry to the Gentiles because of the gift of God’s grace. If you haven’t 
picked up on it yet, then please understand now that Paul really, really wants the readers to 
understand “grace.” He uses it around 12 times in this letter alone. We need to grasp this concept 
and understand all that comes with it. Notice the difficulty of this point. It was a gift of God’s grace 
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that Paul was called to be persecuted for preaching the gospel to the Gentiles. This is a point that we 
must deal with. Paul is saying that understanding the depths of God’s grace upon our lives is far 
greater than the persecution we endure. Let’s expose the opposite of that point: God’s grace on our 
lives is far greater than the comfort we endure. Let’s look at it another way: Our comfort should not 
be equated with the grace of God. How many of you would agree that Paul was a man that was 
blessed by God’s grace? Yet Paul was poor, single, childless, houseless, politically powerless and 
despised by man. We must never think that God’s grace upon our lives must result in comfort, 
success or prosperity. Sometimes experiencing God’s grace means that life will suck. Look at Paul 
and what he writes in I Corinthians 11: 21-29: 

But whatever anyone else dares to boast of—I am speaking as a fool—I also dare to boast of 
that. Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they offspring of 
Abraham? So am I. Are they servants of Christ? I am a better one—I am talking like a 
madman—with far greater labors, far more imprisonments, with countless beatings, and 
often near death. Five times I received at the hands of the Jews the forty lashes less one. 
Three times I was beaten with rods. Once I was stoned. Three times I was shipwrecked; a 
night and a day I was adrift at sea; on frequent journeys, in danger from rivers, danger from 
robbers, danger from my own people, danger from Gentiles, danger in the city, danger in 
the wilderness, danger at sea, danger from false brothers; in toil and hardship, through 
many a sleepless night, in hunger and thirst, often without food,b in cold and exposure. And, 
apart from other things, there is the daily pressure on me of my anxiety for all the churches. 
Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is made to fall, and I am not indignant? 

If it was God’s grace that enabled Paul’s ministry, it was God’s power that fueled his 
ministry. Like Paul writes in II Corinthians 12: 9-10, “But he (The Lord) said to me, “My grace is 
sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness. Therefore I will boast all the more 
gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me. For the sake of Christ, then, 
I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, 
then I am strong.” The work that God called Paul to was empowered by God. The work of the 
ministry to the Gentiles was not planned or empowered by Paul; but by God.  This point is 
important because God’s empowerment of Paul’s ministry proved to be an exhibition of God’s great 
might. Think about it; how far has Paul’s ministry to the Gentiles reached. According to a recent 
CIA study, there are 7.5 billion people in the world and 2.3 billion people identify with the 
Christian religion. We know that there is a difference between a true follower of Christ and 
someone who is a Christian by name only. None of us truly knows, but let's assume that there are 
currently 1.15 billion people in the world today who are truly Christians. Paul’s ministry currently 
reaches 1.15 billion people today; that doesn’t take into consideration the amount of people that 
Paul reached throughout history. That is the power of God through the work of Paul. That is the 
power of God being exhibited among the nations.   

In Ephesians 3:8-9 Paul writes, “8 To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was 
given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 9 and to bring to light for 
everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God, who created all things,” 

Paul identified himself as the “very least of all the saints.” This humble statement further 
proves the power behind his ministry. While Paul was ministering the gospel to the Gentiles, he 
was not a powerful man according to the standards of man. Paul was not connected politically, 
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financially or judicially. Paul was a no-body. What Paul lacked in resources, God made up for in His 
power! Notice what Paul was called to do, “reach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ.” 

Something very interesting happens at this moment in the text; Paul invents a word; 
“unsearchable”. At this point in the Greek language, the term “unsearchable” did not exist. This 
practice of inventing words is something that happens today. Did you know that prior to the 1940’s 
the term “ginormous” didn’t exist? Did you know that prior to the 1980’s the term internet didn’t 
exist? Did you know that prior to the 2000’s the term “bling” did not exist?  The fact that Paul 
invented a new word is not unique to any language, what was unique is the context of the word. 
Paul’s found such great joy in the depths of Christ that he invented a new word to try and explain 
his passion. Paul was so motivated by the love of Christ that his vocabulary lacked the ability to 
express it. We really get the picture that Paul adored the gospel message and wanted everyone to 
embrace it! What about us? Has the depths of Christ’s salvation so penetrated our hearts that we 
burn with a passion to tell others about it?   

 

EXPOSITION 6: Ephesians 3:10. Lee Davis 

In Verse 10, Paul makes a very interesting statement that, without a proper supernatural 
worldview, can boggle the mind.   

“10 so that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers 
and authorities in the heavenly places.” 

I’m sure many of you may be asking… “What is Paul talking about? What wisdom is he 
talking about? What rulers and authorities in the heavenly places is he talking about? What does 
this mean?”   

Verse 10 is a loaded passage! Verse 10 shows the impact of the ministry that God called and 
empowered Paul to do. Paul’s ministry was not simply one that was directed to humanity, but to the 
supernatural. This verse shows the supernatural worldview that Paul had. This verse shows how 
the Gospel impacts supernatural entities.   

What was the prevailing supernatural worldview of the Christians and Jews during the 
writing of this letter? In Ephesus it would have been largely centered around the worship of the 
Greek goddess Artemis at her temple. Artemas was important figure to the city of Ephesus. Artemas 
was an interesting goddess in that she was the healer of female disease, comforter of children, and 
the goddess that blessed a hunt. For an ancient society, her blessing would have been paramount in 
the furtherance of that society. So, was Artemis real? If not, then who are these rulers and 
authorities in the heavenly places? Artemis was more than likely a real supernatural entity that 
influenced the people in Ephesus, but was malevolent and demonic in nature.   

So, the authorities and rulers in the heavenly places would have been everything from the 
fallen angels and demons to Satan and his crew. How does the gospel impact the supernatural 
entities? It displays the power and wisdom of God. The supernatural powers are created powers. 
They are not God Himself and were not there at the beginning of time before God created the 
heavens and the earth. We catch a glimpse of this realm throughout the Bible: The Garden of Eden, 
The Nephilim,  The Book of Job, The Witch of Endor, Demons casted out by Jesus, the sons of 

 



Sceva (took place in Ephesus), the book of Revelation. We may not fully understand it but we  have 
to remind ourselves that there is another realm other than the one we live in. One that we don’t 
always see but need to accept is there. A realm that God is Lord over just like here. Read II Kings 
6… 

15 When the servant of the man of God rose early in the morning and went out, behold, an 
army with horses and chariots was all around the city. And the servant said, “Alas, my master! What 
shall we do?” 16 He said, “Do not be afraid, for those who are with us are more than those who are 
with them.” 17 Then Elisha prayed and said, “O Lord, please open his eyes that he may see.” So the 
Lord opened the eyes of the young man, and he saw, and behold, the mountain was full of horses 
and chariots of fire all around Elisha. 18 And when the Syrians came down against him, Elisha prayed 
to the Lord and said, “Please strike this people with blindness.” So he struck them with blindness in 
accordance with the prayer of Elisha. 19 And Elisha said to them, “This is not the way, and this is not 
the city. Follow me, and I will bring you to the man whom you seek.” And he led them to Samaria.   

 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (2 Ki 6:15–19). Wheaton, IL: Crossway 
Bibles. 

Besides accepting this spiritual realm we must also accept that our salvation is meant more 
than just for us. It is also be a part of God displaying His wisdom and power to those rulers and 
authorities in that spiritual realm. It is very possible that the only reason you were created and saved 
is because God wants to show these other spiritual forces that He is God and greater than them. 
Also, understand this, that without God’s grace in our lives we all would be following these powers 
and authorities like Paul writes in chapter 2. Without Christ, we cannot overcome them.  

 

EXPOSITION 7: Ephesians 3:11-13. Lee Davis 

11 This was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12 

in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through our faith in him. 13 So I ask you not 
to lose heart over what I am suffering for you, which is your glory..” 

The eternal purpose of God is being worked out in all of histories details. God’s plan was 
not a spontaneous decision was an eternal plan crafted by God in eternity past. This plan is not to 
simply save humanity so they can look at God from a distance, but rather to give humanity access to 
God that results in boldness and confidence. Our relationship with God isn’t one that we must view 
as limited in it’s relationship; rather we have full access to God through Christ alone.   

In verse 13, Paul makes an interesting point that we must consider. Paul tells his reader to 
not lose heart over what Paul is suffering because it is for the glory of his reader. Paul gives an 
interesting dynamic to suffering; our suffering does not just simply affect us, but others as well. 
Suffering is one of the most powerful tools that God uses in transforming us and others. Let me 
show you how.  

Outside of Christ, what Biblical character experienced the most amount of suffering? Job. 
Let’s examine how God used Job’s suffering to speak to more than just Job. How many of you have 
learned something from the suffering of Job? Here’s what that means, God used Job’s suffering to 
teach us something. God has used Job’s suffering for our benefit. Job’s suffering was not an isolated 
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incident that God used to just teach Job; but included us in that process. Who else learned 
something from Job’s suffering? Satan! God used the suffering of Job to teach Satan that Satan can 
only torment someone for so long. God showed Satan that God keeps Satan on a leash; and he can 
only operate within the parameters that God permits.   

Suffering is not simply about us. God uses suffering to teach many beings, many things 
about who He is. Let’s not be so nearsighted when it comes to our perception of suffering. If you 
find yourself lying in a hospital bed fighting for your life, please don’t let your suffering be wasted 
on the thought that it is all about you and your lack of comfort. Rather view it as God’s purpose for 
you to learn more of who He is and your need for Him! View it as a display for others to see God’s 
faithfulness. Know that God is using your suffering for far more than you can perceive.   

 


