
EPHESIANS 1:15-23 
 

DATE:  
Sunday, October 14, 2018 
 
INTRODUCTION : 
 

As we walk through Ephesians 1:15-23, you will notice that this passage of Scripture is 
actually a prayer. Paul writes a prayer for his reader. Today we are going to examine the various 
aspects of his prayer and see if there is some application for us. If you have your Bible, please turn to 
Ephesians 1:15-23.   
 
TEXT : 
EPHESIANS 1:15-23 
15  For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the 
saints, 
16  I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers,   
17  that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and of 
revelation in the knowledge of him,   
18  having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has 
called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 
19  and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the 
working of his great might   
20  that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in 
the heavenly places,   
21  far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, 
not only in this age but also in the one to come.   
22  And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church,   
23  which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
 
PRAYER : 
 
EXPOSITION 1: 

EPHESIANS 1:15-16 
15  For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the 
saints,  16  I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers,   
 
 



Ephesians 1:15 a. For this reason… What reason is Paul referring to?  Paul is referring to 
what he wrote in verses 3-14 about the blessings that the believer has in Christ. That the believer is 
chosen by God, adopted, forgiven, redeemed, united, an inheritor of these promises and sealed with 
the Holy Spirit. That is what Paul is meaning when he says, “For this reason.” Paul then says that, 
“because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints…” How 
could he have heard of their love for one another?   

 
We know that Paul was in prison in Rome when he wrote this letter. Paul would have had 

church members like Epaphras, Demas, and Onesimus come and give him much needed supplies 
and updates on the churches. Apparently Paul had received word about the positive spiritual status 
of the churches in Asia Minor because he wrote, “I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and 
your love toward all the saints…” This short verse reveals much about the faith of those believers 
who received this letter. Paul was echoing the words of our Lord when He said in John 13:35, “ By 
this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another." Paul was 
commending his readers for two things; their faith in Christ and their love for each other. Faith 
without actions is dead. It is no faith at all, but the Ephesians, they had a living faith.  May this also 
serve us as a reminder to the church. “People are always watching and always talking.” What do 
people see in you/us and what are they saying about you/us? Remember too, this is before social 
media. Paul was in another country when he heard the news of this church. 
 
Paul then transitions from this commendation to intercession.  It is important to note that this 
prayer is not a prayer for all people. This is a prayer for believers.  So, today’s message is not meant 
for the unbeliever, though it is important for them to hear, it is directed towards the believer; the 
church. Therefore we as a church should pay attention to the prayer of Paul.  Paul tells the believers 
in Ephesus, THAT he has been praying for them: “ 16  I do not cease to give thanks for you, 
remembering you in my prayers.” Paul tells his readers that he doesn’t “cease to give thanks” for 
them and that he remembers them regularly in his prayers. It’s a beautiful picture that Paul, having 
his liberties stripped from him and awaiting his death, is full of thankfulness for his readers. Paul’s 
prayer focus was not on the bleak outcome of his trial, but rather on the spiritual well being of the 
Church. This goes to show the depths to which God had worked in Paul. Over the years, it was God 
working in Paul, to draw him to a place where his concern was not on his circumstances but rather 
on the faith of others. Paul is far to often accredited for his selfless love for the church, however, it 
was God working that into his heart. God should be the one receiving the praise for Paul’s 
selflessness.  So, what exactly is Paul praying for them? 
 
EXPOSITION 2: 

EPHESIANS 1:17:  17  that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a 
spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him,   
 



What does Paul pray for? Paul’s point in his prayer for the church is that God, who has 
already blessed them greatly, would give them a spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of 
Him. When we think of wisdom, what normally comes to mind? We often think of an old man 
contemplating the universe. But in reality, wisdom is something that is not selected for the scholar, 
but rather, for every believer. What is wisdom? The Greek term used for “wisdom” is “sophia”, 
which means, “broad and full of intelligence; used of the knowledge of very diverse matters.” Paul 
prays that there would be a spirit of wisdom in the church.   
 

This text is not saying that “wisdom” is a “spirit.” Paul is not teaching that a supernatural 
“spirit” of wisdom should come on the church; rather, Paul is saying that the Holy Spirit, which has 
sealed us, would build within the church a culture of wisdom, “specialized knowledge”, “knowledge 
applied.” What Paul is saying is that a mark of a Spirit filled Church is wisdom. Paul doesn’t define a 
Spirit filled Church as one that is emotionally driven in worship, but rather one that is wise. Have 
you ever heard someone say about a worship service, “Man, I could really feel the Spirit of wisdom 
in that place!” NO. We often equate a Spirit filled church with emotionalism not wisdom.  

 
But the prayer of Paul doesn’t stop at wisdom, he adds revelation. What is revelation? The 

term means, “ a spirit received from God disclosing what and how great are the benefits of 
salvation.”  This term “revelation” is not meant to convey some foreknowing of future events. But 
rather it is an opening of the mind, to the depths of the salvation that we have received. Paul is 
using the terms “wisdom” and “revelation” as a means to show a vast, Holy Spirit initiated, 
intelligence of the depths of our salvation. This is a Holy Spirit empowered academic act.   

 
APPLICATION 1: 

 
It is interesting that Paul prays that the church collective grow in its academic pursuit of the 

knowledge of God. There has been a movement in Christendom to downplay the importance of 
theological truth, for a more emotionally and experientially driven faith. Many Christians have 
placed more importance on the emotional aspects of Christian expression while neglecting growth 
in the knowledge of God. If the culture of a church is based more on experiencing rather than 
growing in wisdom the results are devastating.   
 
EXPOSITION 3: 

EPHESIANS 1:18-21: 18  having the eyes of your hearts enlightened,  that you may know what is the 
1)  hope to which he has called you , 2)  what are the riches of his glorious inheritance  in the saints, 
and 3) what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe , according to the 
working o f his great might  20 that  he worked  in Christ when  he raised him  from the dead and (He) 
seated him  at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and authority and power 



and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to 
come.   

Paul is praying for a spiritual enlightening to occur in the lives of the believers. Paul wants 
them to  

1) know the hope to which they were called 
2) Know the riches of his glorious inheritance.   
3) Know the immeasurable greatness of His power towards us 

 
1) (Know the) hope to which they were called: Last week we learned from verses 12-14 about the 
hope we have in Christ and how the Holy Spirit is the guarantee of our inheritance. In verse 18, 
Paul is re-addressing the metaphor for his reader. In ancient time, it was a common practice to 
re-address a point in order to drive its importance. In modern English this practice would cause 
confusion, but it was typical for the ancients. Paul is praying that his reader would appreciate his or 
her sure "hope" for the future, that rests on his or her "calling" to salvation in the past. Paul is 
praying that the doctrinal truth of spiritual adoption and inheritance would galvanize the faith of 
his readers. Paul is praying that this foundational doctrine would permeate their hearts. If God has 
been at work in this from the very beginning, then we can place our hope in Him that He will 
complete it in the end. 
 
2) (Know) the riches of his glorious inheritance. There are a couple ways of looking at this. One 
would be for the believer to understand the inheritance that they have in Christ since they are 
adopted as sons. Like we learned last week. As sons of adoption we are entitled to an inheritance 
from God our Father. HE gives this to us graciously. It would be easy for us to stop here and rejoice 
in what we have in Christ, but there is something else here that we need to understand.  We are His 
inheritance. Think on that for a moment. This inheritance is more than what we get. It also entails 
that we are His. We are God’s. We are His treasure. That is something that we need to really think 
upon. The magnitude of that statement should humble us, encourage us, motivate us, etc… “God’s 
people, comprising both Jews and Gentiles, are his inheritance, his own possession, in whom he 
will display to the universe the untold riches of his glory.”  You are valued even when you don’t see 1

it in yourself. You are treasured. 
 
3) (Know) The immeasurable greatness of His power towards us. Paul prays the the church would 
know the immeasurable greatness of God’s power by seeing the Lordship of Christ. Paul is using the 
example of Christ’s Passion and Resurrection to teach his readers about the power of God over all 
earthly and spiritual powers. Paul is trying to get his reader to understand that the faith that they 
now possess is not empty of power. It is power that leads to eternal hope!   

1  O’Brien, P. T. (1999).   The letter to the Ephesians  (p. 136). Grand Rapids, MI: W.B. Eerdmans 
Publishing Co. 



 
Paul wrote this letter while imprisoned by Rome. Rome was the most powerful empire in 

the world at that time. During the time of Paul’s writing, the Roman Empire stretched from 
England to Southern Egypt, and from Spain to Armenia and consisted of an army of approximately 
380,000 men. There was no power like the Roman Empire.  With the greatness of Rome as his 
background, Paul shows his readers that, despite the momentary appearances of Roman power, it is 
Christ that is seated above all earthly powers. Caesar is not sitting on heaven’s throne but rather 
Christ.   

 
Not only is the power of God above the Roman government, it is above any power for all 

ages to come! During the 1,000 year reign of Rome, it was Christ who was Lord over all. In 1206 
A.D. when the Mongol Empire ruled modern Russia, it was Christ who was Lord over all. In 1526 
when the Mughal Empire ruled India and South Asia, it was Christ who was Lord over all. In the 
late 16th and early 17th centuries when the British Empire ruled India, Australia, South Africa, 
Nigeria, Kenya, The Sudan, Canada and the 13 original colonies of North America, it was Christ 
who was Lord over all. In 1945, when Nazi Germany ruled, Poland, Romania, Slovakia, Hungary, 
Serbia, Croatia, France, Norway, Denmark, and many other European Countries, it was Christ who 
was Lord of all. The point that Paul was driving is that earthly powers rise and fall, but the Lordship 
of Christ remains. We can all find hope in this.   

 
APPLICATION 2:  

We live in one of the most politically toxic periods in American history. The two party 
system has waged war against each other while driving further and further divides among American 
citizens. No matter how bad things get in America, there is one thing we must always preach to 
ourselves, “Christ is Lord of ALL!” When we turn on the news and hear of another government 
corruption happening, we must preach to ourselves, “Christ is Lord of ALL!” When the 
government oversteps its boundaries on human liberties, we must preach to ourselves, “Christ is 
Lord of ALL!” Countries rise and fall, powers rise and fall, America will rise and fall; but in the end 
“Christ is Lord of ALL!” We need to remember Paul’s prayer for the church that they would know 
the immeasurable greatness of God’s power by seeing the Lordship of Christ. 
 
EXPOSITION 4: 

EPHESIANS 1:22-23: 22 And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to 
the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
 

In verses 22-23, Paul concludes his prayer by revealing that God the Father has subjected all 
things under the Lordship of Christ and placed Him as Head over the church. This has a lot to say 
about the Lordship of Christ and us as His church.  Christ rules everything. That means every single 



thing in the whole cosmos, and not one other thing has the unique relationship with Him like His 
church, that He calls His body. God is doing everything for His glory and for His bride.   
 
So in conclusion .  In Paul’s prayer, we find a theological (God), christological (Christ), and 
ecclesiological (Church) focus.   We also see that Paul is not praying that we get the calling, or 
become heirs, or get the power. He is praying: You have the calling; you are heirs; you have the 
power of God toward you, and you don’t know them as you could and as you should. I want you to 
know them.  As His church, His body, we have Him. 2

 
So let’s try something today. Let us pray this prayer, replacing “you” with Mebane Bible Church. 
Replacing “you” with a name of someone you know.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Qoutes: 
 
 
John Stott puts it aptly: ‘What Paul does in Eph. 1, and therefore encourages us to copy, is both to 
keep praising God that in Christ all spiritual blessings are ours and to keep praying that we may 
know the fullness of what he has given us’. 
 
 
 
 
 O’Brien, P. T. (1999).   The letter to the Ephesians  (p. 130). Grand Rapids, MI: W.B. Eerdmans 
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