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Introduction 

Read Ephesians 2: 11 – 22 

The first word in verse is Therefore, dio (διο) (wherefore) indicates, “what follows is a personal, 
ethical application” of what has been said in verses 1: 1 – 10.   this means that we have to 
understand the preceding verses to fully have the context of verses 11-22.  Lee taught this section. 
Just as a brief recap he taught that:  God has done great things for us through his grace that we 
may have our salvation.  We are to be reminded and grateful for the riches he has bestowed on 
us. 

As we begin now to study verses 11 – 22 we will see that God exposes the hatred that the Jews and 
Gentiles had for each other. Also, Paul will discuss more specifically the salvation of the Gentiles 
and unite Jews and Gentiles together as one church. 

   

Exposition:  1 

Ephesians 2: 11 

Just as a reminder, Ephesus is on the coast of Turkey. It was a place where people from other 
nations traveled to do business. It was a place to trade, to sale your goods and buy from others. 
It was also a “financial center”, for this reason there was a lot of money in Ephesus.  Most of the 
converts in the church at Ephesus were Gentiles. 

Paul starts in verse 11 by addressing the Gentiles.  “Remember that formerly you who are 
Gentiles by birth called the uncircumcised”.  The word Gentile, the Greek word is ethne which 
means (“nations, people groups, people”).  The Gentiles are a distinct class of people.  A Gentile 
was someone that was not a Jew.  Now the second half of the verse says “by birth, called the 
uncircumcised.  To understand this, we have to turn to the Old Testament, all the way back to 
Genesis.  In the early chapters of Genesis we don’t have the distinction of Jew and Gentile.  The 
first 10 or 11 chapters of Genesis are a story of slowly turning away from God. In Genesis 12, 



God tells Abram of the covenant He will make with Abram.  In Genesis 17: 1-14, God confirms 
His covenant with Abraham.  Let’s read these verses.  

In these verses God confirms that Abram, now Abraham, will be the father of many nations.  He 
will be the God of Abraham and all of his descendants. God will give Abraham the land of 
Canaan.  The physical sign of this covenant will be circumcision.  All males born or bought as 
slaves will be circumcised.  To deny circumcision is to break the covenant and be cut off.  It is 
here that God establishes the nation of Israel, and Jews.  God called Abraham and his 
descendants to be set apart.  God was to reveal Himself to the Jews and the Jews were to be a 
light to the rest of the nations.  God set them apart so that He could channel His revelation 
through the Jews to the Gentiles. The Jews were to point everyone else to God.  The Jews were 
to be a help and a blessing to the Gentiles. So what happened?  Through the centuries the Jews 
boasted that they were chosen by God.  The Jews were different in religion, dress, diet, and laws. 
The laws were meant to set apart the Jews from the Gentiles. The Jews looked down on the 
Gentiles, calling them the heathen.  The Gentiles did not want the laws and rituals of the Jews. 
Over thousands of years animosity and hatred developed between the Jews and Gentiles. This 
was never God’s intention. 

Now with this background let’s go back to Ephesians 2:11 and we have the phrase “made in the 
flesh by hands”.  This means that the sign of the covenant was made by human hands. The Jews 

were to carry this sign as a symbol of the covenant. We will revisit this in a verse ???[1]  

  

through the Jews He gave the world the Savior (Rom. 9:1–5). 

  

Exposition 2:  

Ephesians 2:12 

Paul continues by reminding the Gentiles of 5 things. 

1. “Separated from Christ”: The Greek work for Christ is christos (χριστος), which is from              
the Hebrew word Messiah. The word Christ here is not intended to be in the Christian                
sense but rather the Gentiles did not have a covenant connection with Jesus as the Jews                
did. 

2. “Alienated from the commonwealth”: The right of a citizen. The Gentiles did not have              
access to the Old Testament ways that God made Himself known.  

3. “Strangers to the covenants of promise”: The Greek word stranger is xenos (ξενος)       
(strangers), which means “one who is not a member of a state or city, is used here in a                   
general sense of foreign to a thing”. 



4. “having no hope”: Expositors says: This is more than they were without Christ. They              
were ignorant of the divine salvation and of Christ in whom it was found, they had                

nothing to hope for beyond this world.”[2] 

5. “Without God in the world”: The Gentiles were without the knowledge of the one true               

and living God. [3] 

  

Exposition 3: Ephesians 2:13-15 

Verse: 13 

“But Now”,  This is the second “but” in this book.  This parallels the “but” found in verse 4.  In 
verse 4, BUT God being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even 
when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ, - by grace you have 
been saved. 

Now through the grace and mercy of God as described in the first 10 verses, Christ’s death and 
resurrection allow the Gentiles the same access to God as the Jews. The veil in the temple 
separating the Holy of Holies, the earthly dwelling place of God’s presence, was torn in two. 
Everyone was granted access to God. The Gentiles have been brought near.  The differences 
have been removed.  

  

Both made one 

Verse 14 & 15:  “For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down 
in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility  15 by abolishing the law of commandments expressed 
in ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two so making peace, 

“For he himself is our peace”, in the original Greek this means to “join together that which has 
been separated”.  As we read in Genesis, God created the Jews to be set apart.  God created this 
separation.  It was never His intention for this separation to last forever.  It was part of the plan 
for Christ to join Jews and Gentiles again into one.  

Remember the phrase in verse 11, “made in the flesh by hands”.  The sign of the covenant of 
Abraham is circumcision done by human hands.  Now in the flesh of Jesus, the divine, 
circumcision is no longer necessary because Jew and Gentile are one in Christ. In the human 
flesh this covenant was symbolized and in the divide flesh of Christ, the Jews and Gentiles were 
joined together again.  



“the dividing wall of hostility”.  The “wall” mentioned here in the original text means a wall.  It 
literally means wall that divides, like a fence or hedge or a wall.  Some physical walls existed in 
the Jewish temples.  Just outside the temple was Court of Gentiles.  There was a wall that 
separated the Gentiles from the temple where the Jews could enter.  If a Gentile passed through 
the wall they could lose their life.  

  

Verse 15 - by abolishing the law of commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might create 
in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace. 

Another wall was the law.  The law separated the Jew from the Gentile.  The word abolish 
simply means “to nullify” or “to make inoperative.”  The purpose of the law was to reveal God’s 
holiness or His righteousness.  Through Christ the Jews or the Gentiles are not bound to the law 
but to God’s grace.  Now God’s holiness is revealed to the believer through the Holy Spirit. 

Now for the rest of the verse, “that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two 
so making peace”.  In verse 11 we said the word Gentile meant a group of people.  They were 
still Jew and Gentile. The things that separated them have been removed so there is nothing to 
separate them.  Even more, God creates a new order, a new group, “one new man” where the two 
have been joined together.  God has created a new group, the Christian man, the church and the 
Jew and Gentile are now joined together in this new group of Christ followers with the old ways 
of separation removed. 

This message was difficult for the Jews and Gentiles.  They did not like each other and this 
animosity was built over thousands of years.  Now Christ says STOP.  You belong to a new 
group, the old ways are over.  

  

Verse 16 – 18   v 18 one Spirit 

  

Verse 16 – One body 

The barrier that separates us from God is sin.  Up to this point we have been talking about 
reconciliation of the Jews and Gentiles. Now Paul introduces that we all must be reconciled to 
God.  To be reconciled means there must have been a previous state to be reconciled to.  This 
means the Jews and Gentiles are to be brought back to a place of unity with God as it was before 
God created the Jews into a separate nation.   The Jews and Gentiles are now united as one body, 
one church with God. It is not a question of a Gentile becoming a Jew or the Jew becoming a 
Gentile.  It is about both admitting they are sinners and reconciling to Christ. 



  

Verse 17 - 18 

Peace here is a proclamation of good tidings.  Jesus came to proclaim good tidings to the Jews 
(who were near) and Gentiles (who were far).  

The word “access” is the translation of prosagō (προσαγω), “to open a way of access.” 

For verse 19, Wuest says it this way,  God the Son provides the way into the Father’s presence 
through the Blood of His Cross, God the Spirit conducts the saint in and presents him, and God 
the Father is the One into whose presence the believer is brought. 

  

  

Exposition 4 

Verses 19-22 

19 So then you are no longer dstrangers and aliens,4 but you are efellow citizens with the saints 
and fmembers of the household of God, 20 gbuilt on the foundation of the hapostles and prophets, 
iChrist Jesus himself being jthe cornerstone, 21 kin whom the whole structure, being joined 
together, grows into la holy temple in the Lord. 22 In him myou also are being built together ninto a 

dwelling place for God by5 the Spirit. [4] 

  

Verse 19, 

So then, is similar to a therefore. The context for verses 19-22 comes from verses 11-18.  In 
these last few verses Paul continues the theme of unity between the Jews and Gentiles and 
reconciliation to God.   The stranger or alien is someone who settles in a country that is not theirs 
alongside someone that is from that country.  The Jews and Gentiles are now one nation.  

Verse 20, 

The Apostles and New Testament prophets built the foundation of the early church.  Jesus is the 
cornerstone, which is the stone that holds the whole structure together.  

Verse 21 & 22 



In whom is Jesus Christ and the structure is the church.  Joined together here means the church is 
closely fitted together.  The temple is the inner sanctuary.  In him, is Christ and you is the church 
(?) that is being built into a permanent structure for God by the Holy Spirit. 

  

Conclusion: 

  

  

  

 
 


