
Ephesians 6:21-24 

  

DATE: Sunday, March 10, 2019 

SERMON FLOW: 

Introduction: Lee: This can be changed. 

If you have your Bible, I’d like to encourage you to turn to Ephesians 6:21-24. Over 
the last six months we’ve been walking through the book of Ephesians. Today, we will 
be drawing our study to its conclusion. We have learned a lot during this study. We’ve 
learned about the Apostle Paul, about the early Christian church, about us today and 
how we as a Church, by the power of God’s enabling, should operate.  

We learned about our spiritual deadness prior to Christ. 

Ephesians 2:2 And you were dead in which you once walked, following the course of this 
world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the 
sons of disobedience— 

We learned of God granting us eternal life through Christ.  

Ephesians 2:4 4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he 
loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with 
Christ—by grace you have been saved 

We learned of how we were given new life to work for Christ.  

Ephesians 2:10 10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.  

We learned of how us Christians should walk in a manner worthy of our calling. 

Ephesians 4:14 I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of 
the calling to which you have been called,   

We learned how we are to give up our former manner of life, when we were outside of 
Christ. 

Ephesians 4:17 17 Now this I say and testify in the Lord, that you must no longer walk as 
the Gentiles do, in the futility of their minds.  

We learned how we are to walk in love with one another.  

Ephesians 5:2 2 And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant 
offering and sacrifice to God.  

We also learned how we are to walk as children of the light and wisley in the world.  



Ephesians 5:8 8 for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk 
as children of light  

Ephesians 5:15 15 Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise,  

We also learned about the purpose of the church putting on the armor of God; because 
we fight against an enemy that hates us and wants to destroy us.  

Ephesians 6:10-12 10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. 11 Put 
on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the 
devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual 
forces of evil in the heavenly places. 

And so, today we are going to spend some time finishing up this letter by talking about a 
man who helped minister with the Apostle Paul; Tychicus.  
21 So that you also may know how I am and what I am doing, Tychicus the beloved brother 
and faithful minister in the Lord will tell you everything. 22 I have sent him to you for this 
very purpose, that you may know how we are, and that he may encourage your hearts. 23 

Peace be to the brothers, and love with faith, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 24 Grace be with all who love our Lord Jesus Christ with love incorruptible.  

Prayer: Lee Davis 

Exposition 1: Jason  
21 So that you also may know how I am and what I am doing, Tychicus the beloved 
brother and faithful minister in the Lord will tell you everything. 22 I have sent him to you 
for this very purpose, that you may know how we are, and that he may encourage your 
hearts.  

In the end of this letter we get a small glimpse of Paul’s humanity. Paul was like us in 
that he needed prayers. He also had friends. People who he could seek help from. One 
of these friends is Tychicus. According to one commentary, 

One of the brethren who accompanied Paul in his deputation for the offering for 
the Jerusalem church (Acts 20:4). Determining whether Tychicus accompanied 
Paul all the way to Jerusalem or whether he stayed in Miletus when Paul stopped 
there to greet the Ephesian elders is difficult. Though Acts 21:8 speaks of “Paul’s 
company” (kjv) as if all of the delegation remained with him, the fact that 
Tychicus is not mentioned with Trophimus in the Jews’ charge against Paul 
would seem to indicate that Tychicus was not in Jerusalem (v 29). Since he is 
often mentioned with Trophimus, Tychicus was likely also a native of Ephesus. 
He served as the courier for Paul’s letter to Ephesus (Eph 6:21), as well as Paul’s 
letters to Philemon and the Colossians (Col 4:7). Most believe that he was also 
one of the two brethren (with Trophimus) who accompanied Titus in the delivery 
of 2 Corinthians (2 Cor 8:16–24). Paul mentions Tychicus twice in his later 
letters, first sending him to Crete to be with Titus (Ti 3:12), and later mentioning 



to Timothy that he had sent Tychicus to Ephesus so that he was no longer with 
him (2 Tm 4:12). Evidently Tychicus and Paul were close friends as well as fellow 
workers since Paul frequently refers to Tychicus as a “beloved brother.”  1

Notice that Paul sent Tychicus for 2 reasons.  

One, to share in person how Paul was really doing. In this letter Paul focusses a 
lot on theology and ecclesiology and not a lot on himself. Tychicus can share 
that information in person. Imagine what would have happened had Paul written 
this letter differently. What would have happened, had Paul written the letter all 
about himself, and then told the readers that Tychicus could share with them in 
person the theological truths that Paul wanted to relay to them? We wouldn’t 
have the letter that we have today.  

Two, Tychicus was sent to encourage the young church. Remember, Paul, is in 
prison. Back in 3:13 Paul wrote, “ So I ask you not to lose heart over what I am 
suffering for you, which is your glory.” The young church had to understand that 
they could easily be put prison as well. Tychicus was coming to encourage them. 
Think about it. Tychicus is most likely a Christian and he is not in prison. He 
spends his time helping Paul and ministering to both Paul and other churches. 
Tychicus is a living example of someone serving Christ and church and not being 
in jail, currently. 

One last observation that I would like to make Paul and Tychicus, Paul refers to 
Tychicus  as, “brother.”  Is the church today composed of brothers and sisters, or 
friends? Seriously, think about it. Proverbs 17:17 says,” a friend loves at all times, and a 
brother is born for adversity.” What do we have in the churches today? What should we 
desire? We need to be more than just friends here. Like Dave Zuelger writes, “The family 
of God runs deeper than our physical families because we are connected not simply by 
the blood pumping through our veins, but by the blood of Christ spilled on the cross.” I 
had this thought the other day before a funeral that we both did. I looked over at Lee and 
thought about all that we have been through. Good times, bad times, hard times, and 
thought, “Lee is a brother, not just a friend.”  Brothers and sisters are there for each 
other, no matter what. They help each other, no matter how difficult it it. They encourage 
each other, no matter how draining it is. Growing up, my sister and I didn’t always get 
along, but if someone ever messed with her, I stepped in because she is family. She is 
blood. We live in a culture today where we can change friends like a pair of socks. If a 
friendship gets too hard, inconvenient, too demanding, we peace out on them. We make 
an excuse and get out of there. What would have happened if Tychicus did that to Paul? 
“Hey Paul, I am glad that you are my friend but taking care of you in prison is getting 
challenging. You know, people may arrest me for being around you.” Now, I don’t know if 
he had those thoughts or not, but what I do know is that he stood beside Paul through 
adversity, and it is this kind of relationship that the church needs too. We can’t just be 

1  Elwell, W. A., & Beitzel, B. J. (1988). Tychicus. In Baker encyclopedia of the Bible (Vol. 2, 
p. 2109). Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House. 
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friendly to people and.or just act like friends here. We need to be brothers and sisters 
too.  

 

 

Exposition 2: Mike Little  

 
Ephesians 6:23–24 (ESV)  
23 Peace be to the brothers, and love with faith, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 24 Grace be with all who love our Lord Jesus Christ with love incorruptible.  
 
Paul is closing the letter, this is his signature.  Paul ends the letter with similar wording 
as he did when he opened the letter  

 
Ephesians: 1:1-2: 
Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, To the saints who are in 
Ephesus, and are faithful in Christ Jesus: Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
 Paul opens 7 other letters this same way.  In closing this letter to the Ephesians he flips 
peace and grace.  Peace means to be joined together in harmony.  He uses this word 
peace at least 6 times in this letter. Paul says “Peace to the brothers”.  This is the first 
time in Ephesians he says peace to the brothers.  This is also evidence that this is a 
circular letter.  Paul is addressing his fellow brothers and sisters in Christ in Ephesus.   
 
Now he says “love with faith”, which both words are used multiple times in this letter.  It 
is by God’s grace through faith that we have been saved.  This faith is a companion of 
love. In a community of believers like this, there is to be love for each other. And with 
this love there will be peace in the community. Paul is closing by reminding his readers 
of the things he has mentioned throughout the letter.  
 
Now for the final verse, 24 Grace be with all who love our Lord Jesus Christ with love 
incorruptible. 
 
As we learned in the first chapter, Grace is favor conferred freely, with no expectation of 
return. God’s grace is a super abundance of grace and then more super abundance on 
top of that.  Now reading the verse again, 24 Grace be with all who love our Lord Jesus 
Christ with love incorruptible.  Who is this grace available to? “All who love our Lord 
Jesus Christ”.  God’s grace is for those who love him.   
 
The phrase “love incorruptible” means love that will not fade.  It will last forever.   
One commentary says it this way: 
“So grace and immortality, which are blessings of the new age, are what Paul wants to 
be given in greater measure to his readers. The two blessings are not unrelated: grace, 



which has appeared often in Ephesians, is imperishable, not subject to corruption, while 
immortality flows out of God’s grace shown in the present but also in the coming ages.” 
What a blessing that will be.  Can you wait?   
 
This finishes our study with the book of Ephesians.  I have learned a lot through this 
study.  It has been timely for us as a new church.   
 
 
 
Conclusion 

Today in concluding the book of Ephesians, we want to open the floor up to you all.  

We want you to share what you have really enjoyed about the series.  

What did you learn?  

Can anyone share quote the memory verse?  

When we are finished, let’s close out our time in prayer. 

 


