
Ephesians 2:1-10 
  
Notes: 

● It is easy to read this passage in a man centered way, be careful not to. God did not make 
us alive because he needed us, he did so because it glorifies Him. Make sure you interpret 
these verses in light of the rest of Ephesians. Chapter 1 is filled with language to show us 
that we were adopted for His glory, and though chapter 2 does not speak to this as 
explicitly, it is implied from earlier verses.  

  
Textual Interpretation: 

● How does the “you were dead” phrase build on the theme of being chosen in chapter 1? 
Discuss also 2:5-6 in relation to 1:19-20. How do these passages relate to one another? 

○ Paul shows that our salvation was not our own doing. Apart from God we would 
continue living in the passions of our flesh. Just as chapter 1 says we were 
adopted, chapter 2 shows that we were dead in our sins. We did nothing to 
deserve the grace he has given us. He has raised us up to be with Christ Jesus. 
These passages show that through the death and resurrection of Jesus, we have 
been made alive. This passage is not just saying he has changed us (for example 
from bad to good), it is showing that we are completely regenerated, with Christ 
we are totally different people. 

● How can we be so sinful that Paul says we are dead if there is some “good” in us? Don’t 
our good deeds bring life? 

○ This question is often phrased by unbelievers as “Will Gandhi be in heaven?” 
The misconception here is that there are people who we deem as good, so they 
must not be deserving of hell. Paul is clear that we were dead, and goes as far as 
to say that we were sons of disobedience. There are those who are unbelievers 
that do noble things that reveal God’s character, but they are still sons of 
disobedience. The good deeds are only possible because we are made in the 
image of God. Paul says that we all live out the passions of our flesh though, and 
that our salvation is not a result of works. Gandhi did a lot of noble things, but he 
did not know Christ, so he has nothing to boast in.  

Application: 
● The application should stem from conversations that have arisen during discussion, while 

following the text. Maybe share some testimonies. 
 
Looking Forward 

● Read 2:11-22. What are some questions that you have in regards to this passage? Write 
them down as a group. 



○ Don’t spend time discussing the answers, but use these to get the group thinking and begin 

personal studies for next week. Next week look over your questions and see if you have 

answered them. 

 


