
HEBREWS 11:17-20 

 
SERMON DATE:  October 27, 2019 

INTRODUCTION: 

Good morning. If you are new with us, we have been slowly walking through the 
book of Hebrews as a church and right now we are in chapter 11. So far we have 
learned that the author of Hebrews was most likely writing to a group of Jewish 
Christians, some of whom may have been former priests, and these Jews were facing 
hardships and persecution from both Greeks and Jews. This was causing some of 
them to consider going back to their old way of life. About a month ago we learned 
that there are typically two responses that people have when faced with persecution 
and hardships. You either 1) shrink back or 2) endure and persevere. The reason that 
people tend to shrink back is because they think that there is something else “better” 
than Christ to shrink back to. A key point in the book of Hebrews has been that 
Christ is better than everything, always. So, even if we find something in the moment 
that may bring us some temporary relief from pain and suffering, something we deem 
worthy to shrink back to, nothing is better than Christ. Therefore, we ought to 
endure and persevere and be like those mentioned in 10:39, 39 we are not of those who 
shrink back and are destroyed, but of those who have faith and preserve their souls.” 
And so, we talked about how as we, today, face trials, hardships and persecutions, we 
too are to endure to the end and in order that we receive the promises of God. To do 
so, we are in need of a faith that is capable of enduring and preserving our souls. And 
so, this is where we find ourselves today, in Hebrews chapter 11, the famous, “Hall of 
Faith” chapter being reminded of what faith is and what it looks like through the lives 
of those who have it. In Hebrews 11:1-3 we learned that faith is the actual, objective 
reality of what we hope for and the evidence or the conviction of things not seen. It 
isn’t just what we need to have in order to believe in things that we hope for or in the 
things unseen, it is the actual, concrete proof of them and for them. And to illustrate 
what this faith looks like the author has given his readers, and us, a list of the 
“Ancients” who exemplified this faith. So far we have looked at the faith of Abel, 
Enoch, Noah, Abraham and Sarah. Originally, up until 4pm yesterday afternoon as I 
sat in a parking lot before a wedding, all three of us were going to talk about 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph together today.  But as we began putting the 
sermon together it kept getting longer and longer and we felt like we would not do 
their individual stories justice by cramming them into one day, so we decided to split 
them up. Today we will be looking at Abraham and Isaac, then next week Lee and 
Mike will speak about Jacob and Joseph. So, over the next two weeks we are going to 



see how this faith of Hebrews 11 was passed down through Abraham’s family to Isaac, 
then to Jacob, and then to Joseph and how it was displayed in each of their lives. We 
will also see how together, they are A FAMILY OF FAITH. Now I am going to read 
the whole passage today, but will really hone in on verses 17-20. 

TEXT: 

17 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received 
the promises was in the act of offering up his only son, 18 of whom it was said, 
“Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.” 19 He considered that God was able 
even to raise him from the dead, from which, figuratively speaking, he did receive 
him back. 20 By faith Isaac invoked future blessings on Jacob and Esau. 21 By faith 
Jacob, when dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, bowing in worship over the 
head of his staff. 22 By faith Joseph, at the end of his life, made mention of the exodus 
of the Israelites and gave directions concerning his bones.   

PRAYER: 

EXPOSITION 1: VERSES 17-20. JASON PALMER 

Faith in God requires surrendering everything. For Abraham it meant 
giving up his past, and surrendering his future. What did Mike teach us last week 
about Abraham?  He obeyed God and left his family to leave for Ur. Think about the 
implications here. Abraham simply gave up his past, the people and home that he 
knew, to obey and follow God. To Abraham it was worth leaving everything and 
everyone he knew behind to follow God. He found it better to be a sojourner in an 
unknown land, with people he did not know and be with God and His promises than 
to stay in a land that he called home, with people he knew and be without Him. Mike 
also taught us last week that faith and obedience are demonstrated one step at a time. 
That a life of faith is lived as a series of single steps of faith. Each step of the journey, 
Abraham had more of God’s plan and promises revealed to him. What were those 
promises? Well God promised Abraham, 1) the promise of land 2) the promise to be 
made into a great nation and 3) promise of being blessed and his name being made 
great. To fulfill these promises, God promised Abraham a son, Isaac. At the age of 
100, that promised child came. Through this one, the world would be blessed. 
Through this only son, Abraham’s family would be made into a great nation. 
Through this loved son, God’s people would have a land that would be theirs. God 
blessed Abraham and Abraham demonstrated great faith with those blessings. For 
most of us we would think that this is enough. Seriously, what else must one do to 
prove his faith in God? Well from todays text it appears to be a whole lot more. “17 By 



faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac...” What is this all about? To 
better understand what is going on here, let’s read Genesis 22: 

“After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he 
said, “Here I am.” 2 He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you 
love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on 
one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” 3 So Abraham rose early in the 
morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and 
his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and arose and went 
to the place of which God had told him. 4 On the third day Abraham lifted up 
his eyes and saw the place from afar. 5 Then Abraham said to his young men, 
“Stay here with the donkey; I and the boy will go over there and worship and 
come again to you.” 6 And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and 
laid it on Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they 
went both of them together. 7 And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My 
father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the 
wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8 Abraham said, “God will 
provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both 
of them together.   
9 When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the 
altar there and laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on 
the altar, on top of the wood. 10 Then Abraham reached out his hand and took 
the knife to slaughter his son. 11 But the angel of the Lord called to him from 
heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 12 He said, “Do 
not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you 
fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” 13 

And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, 
caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and 
offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14 So Abraham called the 
name of that place, “The Lord will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the 
mount of the Lord it shall be provided.”   
15 And the angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven 16 

and said, “By myself I have sworn, declares the Lord, because you have done 
this and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17 I will surely bless you, 
and I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand 
that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his 
enemies, 18 and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, 
because you have obeyed my voice.” 19 So Abraham returned to his young men, 



and they arose and went together to Beersheba. And Abraham lived at 
Beersheba.” 

This passage is a famous one in Jewish history. It is known as the “Aqedah,” or 
“the binding” and it has caused many people to write about its importance. When you 
read the story you can understand why. God had made some bold promises to 
Abraham. Repeatedly He reminded Abraham that he would have a child through 
whom a great nation would arise. Then that day came to be and God provided that 
child, the offspring, in Sarah’s old age, through a miraculous birth. God gave them 
Isaac. The promises of God to Abraham and the world were becoming a reality. The 
first child of a new, great nation that would bless the world was here on earth. Now, 
out of nowhere it seems, God commands Abraham to offer this offspring, this 
firstborn, this loved son, this only son, Isaac, as a sacrifice. WHAT?! Notice the 
tension of this. No wonder so many write about it. How could God ask Abraham to 
kill his son? The promised heir, the promised child that has come into the world is to 
now be sacrificed, killed. How would you respond to this? How does Abraham 
respond? Does he complain? Does he get angry? Does he run and hide? Does he walk 
away from God? Does he quit on his faith? No. He obeys! Did you know that of every 
single person that we will look at in Hebrews 11, Abraham is the only one who is 
described as having been tested by God, directly? God tested Abraham and his faith? 
And I do not fully understand why. Hasn’t he already given up enough to follow God? 
He left everything behind him to move to an unknown place. He has been living in a 
tent for years as a foreigner in a land. Now this? So why? God’s testing of Abraham 
was determining if he could surrender his future and trust God. So, let’s see what he 
does.  It says,   

Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his   
young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt 
offering and arose and went to the place of which God had told him. 4 On the 
third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar. 5 Then 
Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; I and the boy will 
go over there and worship and come again to you.” 
 
Look at verse 5 again, the english does not show it, but in the Hebrew it is a 

huge road sign! It does not say, “I will come again to you.” It says in the Hebrew, “we 
will come again to you.” I don’t know about you, but how many sacrifices do you see 
coming back to life after it has been killed? This is before Jesus. Notice the faith of 
Abraham! Before he hikes up the mountain and offers Isaac as a sacrifice, Abraham 
already believed that God would raise Isaac back to life. Why? Because he believed 



God would keep His promises and that included raising from the dead the promised 
offspring. This is why in Hebrews 11:17-19, it reads,   

17 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had 
received the promises was in the act of offering up his only son, 18 of whom it 
was said, “Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.” 19 He considered that 
God was able even to raise him from the dead, from which, figuratively 
speaking, he did receive him back. 
 

For years I wondered how the author of Hebrews assumed that Abraham believed in 
the resurrection, but now it makes sense. This verse in Genesis where Abraham said 
that they would both return. Also, last week we read in Hebrews 11:12 the following 
verse, “Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born descendants as 
many as the stars of heaven and as many as the innumerable grains of sand by the 
seashore.” Abraham witnessed firsthand God taking the old, decrepit bodies of he and 
Sarah and bringing forth young, vibrant life in Isaac. Something that was good as 
dead brought forth life. Abraham grew to trust in the words of God and as he trusted 
he saw God at work. And so with His faith secure, and before he offers Isaac as a 
sacrifice, he tells his men, we will come back again. He believed so much that God 
would raise Isaac back to life, that he actually placed his son on the altar without 
questioning God. He raised his knife into the air with every intention of killing his 
son. Why? Because the God he believed in and loved asked him too. In full obedience 
to God’s commands, Abraham follows through with what God asks of him, until God 
intervenes. In James 2:18-24 we read, 

18 But someone will say, “You have faith and I have works.” Show me your faith 
apart from your works, and I will show you my faith by my works. 19 You 
believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe—and shudder! 20 

Do you want to be shown, you foolish person, that faith apart from works is 
useless? 21 

Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he 

offered up his son Isaac on the altar? 
22 

You see that faith was active 

along with his works, and faith was completed by his works; 
23 

and the 

Scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was 

counted to him as righteousness”—and he was called a friend of God. 
24 

You see that a person is justified by works and not by faith alone. 
25 And 

in the same way was not also Rahab the prostitute justified by works when she 
received the messengers and sent them out by another way? 26 For as the body 
apart from the spirit is dead, so also faith apart from works is dead.   

 
Do you see what James is saying here? Abraham’s faith was completed by his 

works. His obedience to what God said led to obedient action. The same is true for 



the Hebrew readers and us too. If we claim to believe in God and say that we have 
faith then we will demonstrate that faith via persevere through hardships and trials. 
We will not shrink back because real faith can’t do that. When we are faced with a 
large task that seems unbearable, we don’t run and hide, we face it with faith, and our 
faith is proven by enduring to the end.   
 

Now, let’s think about Isaac for a moment. What do you think that Isaac 
learned while laying upon the altar watching his father raise the knife above him? 
Well, seeing that he too was a man of faith makes me believe that by watching the 
faith of his father on display moved him to believe in God too. He watched his father 
place all of his hope in the Words and Promises of God. He watched his father place 
the one he loved, himself, in a place of death, all because he loved God more. Isaac 
also saw God step in and offer another sacrifice in his place. Could you imagine that 
moment when Isaac saw the knife above him, knowing what it was about to do, then 
suddenly hear the angel of God speak and stop his father from slaughtering him. 
Then to look behind his father to see that lamb in the thicket. God gave Isaac a 
substitute. What a relief it must have been.   

Isaac learned a lot from his father. Abraham taught him about the promises of 
God and how they were made to his father.  How these promises were to come to 
fruition through his blood line. He too, just like his father, would not see the 
completion of them all, but he would live the rest of his own life in believing them 
until his death. He is just like his father in that he passed this same knowledge of God 
and this same faith down to his own children. In Genesis 27 we read that Isaac was 
old, his eyes were growing dim and he was going to die, so he asks his son, Esau, his 
older son to go hunt him some game and prepare it for him, so that he could eat, bless 
Esau and die. But then something unexpected happens. Rebekah his wife hears Isaac 
and Esau’s conversation and decides for herself that Jacob was the one deserving the 
blessing. So, she makes Jacob dress in hairy goat skin, wear his brother’s clothes, and 
then she prepares Isaac’s favorite dish for Jacob to carry to him, and then Jacob 
literally steals the blessing from his older brother. Why Jacob? He was a trickster. 
Always causing problems. Well for one, Esau was not that great of a guy either. He 
married women that he should not have (Genesis 26:34-35), and he sold his 
birthright to his brother, Jacob, for some food. How hungry must one be to give up 
his birthright. Esau wasn’t the wisest nor the godliest. Anyways, after Isaac blessed 
Jacob, and realized what had happened, he too had to trust in God and in his 
sovereignty, especially in the future of fulfilling His promises. In that time, the eldest 
brother was to get the birthright and blessing, but God did something that was not 
conventional. He made the younger attain them both. Isaac had to have faith in God 
by blessing the younger over the older. Now, we do know that Isaac blesses Esau as 



well, but it was not the same as the one given to Jacob. God’s promises to Abraham 
that were passed down to Isaac were now going to be passed down to Jacob. 

 
So what is the application for us from today’s text? 
 

1) Just like the Hebrews, we face uncertain futures. The Hebrews were afraid of 
persecution. Fear of what could happen to them in the future was tempting 
them them to drift back into Judaism. An uncertain tomorrow was causing 
them to consider shrinking back and survive. The author of Hebrews is telling 
them to not do this. Persevere! We can prepare and plan for our future to the 
best of our ability, but God is ultimately in control and we are to trust Him 
with it. In Proverbs 19:21 we read, “many are the plans in the mind of man, but 
it is the purpose of the Lord that will stand.”  Most people are all about 
believing in God and trusting Him when things are going well and when the 
future looks good, but what if God has other plans? For the Hebrews, trusting 
in God could lead to their property being plundered. It had in the past and 
could happen again. For them, they could be imprisoned or killed. What if 
trusting in God leads you to being killed for your faith? What if trusting in 
God leads you to leaving your family and home to go live in another country 
and share Jesus with a bunch of people who don’t want to listen? What if 
trusting in God leads you to going to the same mundane job everyday sharing 
Jesus with those who are there, only to have no one listen? Do you trust God’s 
plans over yours? Trusting in God is about trusting Him with everything. 
Abraham gave up his past and surrendered his future, in faith. So should we. 
Also, I was thinking this week about another future. Mainly, our children’s. Do 
we trust God with their future? We live in a hyper cautious world where we 
want to protect our kids from everything bad. We can do everything possible 
to protect our children from hardships and trials, but as long as they live here 
on this sinful planet they will have their own set of struggles. Every generation 
has their own set of hardships and trials. Their future lies in God’s hands as 
well. I have been thinking a lot personally, as a dad. I want to make life as 
smooth as possible for my kids. I don’t want to see them face hardships and 
trials. No parent does. But we can, I especially, do a better job of teaching them 
what it means to know God and trust Him in the midst of present trials and an 
uncertain future. Maybe instead of taking out all the obstacles in front of them, 
we walk with them, beside them, teaching them how to walk through 
hardships with Jesus. Maybe we can be more like Abraham and walk beside 
our children as they carry the burden up the mountain. Can we pass the faith 
like Abraham to Isaac? Like Isaac to Jacob and Esau? Honestly, I think this 



would be a good discussion to be had as a church. How can we teach our kids 
to trust in Jesus when life is both good and hard?  

2) Secondly, remember that Abraham and his family were sojourners. They never 
got to fully experience the promises of God. We too are sojourners in this 
world. We don’t fully belong here. So, let’s not make ourselves too comfortable 
here. I Peter 2:11 calls us aliens and strangers. Paul talks in Philippians 3:11 
about how our citizenship is in heaven. Not here. In II Corinthians 5:20, Paul 
refers to us as ambassadors of Christ. This is not our home and if we make it 
out to be our actual home then we will be disappointed. Keep our eyes on the 
future prize. Like Abraham and his family.   

3) Lastly, like Hebrews reminds us. Fix our eyes on Jesus. Consider Him daily. 
The whole story of Abraham binding Isaac is a foreshadowing of Christ. Christ 
was the substitutionary atonement for us just like the ram, with a crown of 
thorns was for Isaac. God would kill His one and only son, like Abraham was 
to kill Isaac. Jesus died in our place and rose three days later. Abraham trusted 
that God would raise up His son in accordance to the fulfillment of God’s 
promises to him. Our God did in fact raise up His own Son from death to fulfill 
His promises to mankind. Like Abraham may we trust in the blessed offspring, 
Jesus, with our lives, present and future. May he empower us to persevere for 
His glory. Amen. 

 


