
HEBREWS 11:21-22 

 
SERMON DATE:  November 3, 2019 

INTRODUCTION: 

If you have your Bible, I’d like to encourage you to turn to Hebrews 11:21-22. 
Over the last several months, we’ve been slowly walking through the book of 
Hebrews. One of the major things we’ve learned is that the book of Hebrews was 
written to persecuted Jewish Chrisians who were being tempted to abandon their 
faith. The author of Hebrews sought to encourage his audience to persevere under 
the intense persecution.  The original audience of the book of Hebrews were 
individuals who had their property taken, were constantly ridiculed and publicly 
maligned for their new found faith in Jesus Christ and so the book is a lengthy 
encouragement to them.  

 
For the last six weeks we have been in Hebrews chapter 11. In Hebrews 11, the 

author used Old Testament saints to encourage his reader to keep the faith. Two 
weeks ago we began to learn about a family of faith beginning with a Chaldean man 
that God called to leave his homeland of Haran and go to a land that was promised. 
That man was Abraham. God promised Abraham and his wife Sarah a child, and in 
time, their son Isaac was born. We learned last week of the faith of Abraham and 
Isaac and this week I am going to focus on Isaac’s son Jacob, and Mike will focus on 
Isaac’s grandson, and Abraham’s great-grandson, Joseph.   

 
As we study Jacob and Joseph, you’ll notice a few things. First, these men were 

not perfect. They had their sins, struggles and difficulties, yet what set them apart was 
the faith that inevitably ruled in their heart.  Second, in the midst of all of their 
struggles, God was orchestrating his plan to be fulfilled through, and in spite of them.   

 
So let’s now read the text and spend some time in prayer.   
 

TEXT: 

 21 By faith Jacob, when dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, bowing in worship 
over the head of his staff. 22 By faith Joseph, at the end of his life, made mention of the 
exodus of the Israelites and gave directions concerning his bones.   

PRAYER: 

1 



Heavenly Father, 

You know all things. Lord you know us better than we know ourselves. You 
know how we struggle to trust in You. You know that when the pressures, stresses, 
difficulties and pains of life comes, we are often tempted to trust in our own strength 
and wisdom to get us through instead of trusting in You. Lord, I pray that you forgive 
us for this and build within this church people who radically depend on You! Who 
can face the trials and say, “You are Sovereign. You are in control. You will ultimately 
use this for Your glory and our good. Teach us how to deeply trust in You.” Lord, 
would you please do that for this congregation? Would you please cultivate in us a 
deep and abiding faith in You? Would you cultivate deep spiritual maturity in this 
congregation? Would you help us to grow less reliant on our own strength, and trust 
wholly on You? And above all of these things, we ask that you show us Christ! Show 
us the glories of Your Salvation that is found in Christ. We ask these things in faith. 
Amen. 

EXPOSITION 1: VERSE 21. LEE DAVIS  

In order for us to understand the importance of Hebrews 11:21-22, we must 
first understand the context of the passage that the author is referring to. The 
narrative of Jacob and his son Joseph fills half of the book of Genesis. You can read 
about the life of Jacob and Joseph from Genesis chapters 25-50. Much like Isaac, the 
birth of Jacob, and his twin brother Esau, was guided by the hand of God. When Isaac 
was 40 years old, he took Rebekah to be his wife. Rebekah, much like Isaac’s mother 
Sarah, was barren. This proved a great difficulty if Isaac were to continue the lineage 
of his father Abraham. However, much like a promise was given to Abraham and 
Sarah, a promise was also given to Isaac and Rebekah. Scripture says that Isaac prayed 
and the LORD granted his prayer. But, the children wouldn’t come automatically. 
Like Abraham and Sarah who waited 25 years before Isaac was born, Isaac and 
Rebekah had to wait 20 years for their children to be born.   
 

After 20 years, Rebekah became pregnant, and the Lord came to her and said 
in Genesis 25:23, “Two nations are in your womb, the two peoples from within you 
shall be divided; the one shall be stronger than the other, the older shall serve the 
younger.” Unlike Sarah having one son, Rebekah would have twin boys. Genesis 
25:23 is key, because that passage will play a crucial role in the future stealing of 
Esau’s blessing later in their life.   

 
From the time that the twins were born, there was controversy between them. 

Esau was born first, and Scripture says that he, “Came out red, (and) all his body (was) 
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like a hairy cloak.” It is believed that Esau was born with congenital hypertrichosis. 
When Jacob came out, Scripture says that he was holding Esau’s heel. The telling of 
this event showed contention between the two brothers that would last a lifetime.   
 

Fast forward several years, Genesis 25:27 describes Esau as a “skilled hunter, a 
man of the field.” In Genesis 25:29-34 we read that Esau came home from “the field 
exhausted and hungry.” This probably meant that Esau was hunting. Jacob, being the 
quiet and cunning man that he was, capitalized on the weakness of his brother, and 
offered him some stew in exchange for his birthright. Esau quickly agrees and says, “I 
am about to die; of what use is a birthright to me?” This action showed the 
compulsion of Esau and the cunning of Jacob. Esau was a man driven by his appetites, 
while Jacob was a man driven by his intelligence.   
 

Fast forward a few more years and Isaac is old and about to die. Knowing this 
he called Esau, his older son to him and asked him to hunt food and fix for him a 
delicious meal; a last supper. Isaac also told Esau that after he ate, he would bless Esau 
and make him the head of the family. Rebekah was listening to this conversation, and 
saw it as the opportunity to see the promise made to her when she was pregnant, 
come to fruition. So Rebekah organizes a plan to get Isaac to bless Jacob and not Esau. 
Rebekah has a meal made for Isaac, and dresses up Jacob in goat skins. Rebekah sends 
Isaac. Isaac, being blind, ended up blessing Jacob and not Esau. This was the second 
time that Esau was tricked by Jacob, yet we must realize that God was Sovereignly 
working through these decisions the entire time. Remember, God called Jacob not 
Esau. We also need to remember that it was God’s sovereign choice to love Jacob and 
not Esau; for Malachi 1:3 and Romans 9:13 says that “Jacob I loved and Esau I hated. 
Although God chose Jacob to bring about His plan, God also orchestrated great 
difficulty for Jacob in order to proon him.   
 

Fast forward a few more years and Jacob journeys to a land called Aram. While 
he was there he met his relatives and fell in love with Rachel. Jacob asked Rachel’s 
father Laban, for her hand in marriage. Laban agrees to the marriage if Jacob will 
work seven years for him. At the end of the seven years it’s time for Jacob to marry 
Rachel. On the wedding night, Laban disguises Leah, the older daughter as Rachel 
and sends her into the marriage bed. The next morning Jacob realizes that he had 
been tricked by Laban and becomes angry. Laban then explains that he couldn’t have 
his youngest daughter be married before his oldest and so the Laban gives both Leah 
and Rachel to be married to Jacob.   
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Laban’s act of deception was wicked, yet the hand of God was still 
orchestrating all things out. You see, Leah and Rachel each had servants. Between 
these four women, Jacob would end up fathering 12 sons. This act of infidelity was 
not honoring to God, yet God still was using these failures to bring about His plan. 
These 12 sons would eventually become the 12 tribes of Judah.   

 
Let’s fast forward a few more years. Jacob and Rachel have a son named Joseph. 

Joseph was the apple of Jacob’s eye, and Jacob blessed him with a coat of many colors. 
Joseph has a dream that his brothers would one day bow before him, and his 
brothers, enraged by the dream, sell Joseph into slavery, and fake his death to Jacob. 
Joseph ends up in Egypt and becomes a great ruler. The years go by and a famine hits 
the land. The Israeliets are in need of food and supplies, so they travel to Egypt for 
relief. At some point during the famine Joseph and his wife have two sons: Ephraim 
and Manasseh. Jacob finds out that his son Joseph is alive, and the two are reconciled.   

 
At this time, Jacob is an old man, becomes ill. Joseph goes to Jacob, and brings 

his two sons with him. At this moment, Jacob blesses Joseph's two sons. Joseph put 
the first born, Manasseh in front of Jacob’s right hand, and Ephriam, the youngest 
son, at his left hand. Jacob then crosses his hands and blesses Manasseh (the first 
born) with his left hand and Ephriam with his right. This act was a reversal of the 
cultural order of the day. It was the first born son that sat at the right hand of the 
father. It was the first born son that received the duty of caring for the father’s estate 
and the majority of the fathers estate. It was the first born son who always received 
the blessing of the family. But this time, Jacob chooses to bless Ephriam with the right 
hand, not Manasseh. When Jacob blessed the boys he said this: 

“The God before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac walked,   
the God who has been my shepherd all my life long to this day,   

16  the angel who has redeemed me from all evil, bless the boys;   
and in them let my name be carried on, and the name of my fathers Abraham 
and Isaac;   

and let them grow into a multitude in the midst of the earth.”   
 
 
This moment, when Jacob blesses Ephriam and Manasseh, is a very important 

act of faith that the author is making reference to in Hebrews 11 when he writes: 
   

21 By faith Jacob, when dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, bowing in 
worship over the head of his staff.   
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I’m sure that many of you are thinking… “What is that about? How was that an 

act of faith?”  Jacob was old and dying. He had not yet seen the fulfillment of the 
promises of God that were given to his grandfather Abraham. Yet Jacob lived in the 
confident assurance that the promise still stood and God would use Ephriam in his 
plan. That’s why he blessed Ephriam with his right hand. Well, did the promise 
stand? 

 
According to the book of Joshua, which tribe entered the promised land first? 

Ephriam. God used Ephriam’s lineage to bring about the promise. Jacob never saw 
the promise fulfilled, but he lived in faith that God would fulfill His promise. And 
God did fulfill His promise! God continued to be faithful to his promise all through 
the years. Through all of the sin. Through all the rebellion. Through all the ups. And, 
Through all the downs. God remained faithful and blessed Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.   

 
Like his grandfather Abraham, and his father Isaac, Jacob lived as a sojourner 

in this world, yet, he held to the promise that God made. The legacy of faith that 
began with Abraham was being passed down to Jacob, and it would also go to his son 
Joseph. Mike is going to show us how.  
 

Exposition 2:  Verse 22 - Present faith in future promises - Mike Little 

The legacy of faith that we are discussing spans 4 generations.  Jewish tradition 
tended to focus on Joseph’s faithfulness to God despite the trials he endured.  God 
blessed Joseph all of his life.  All that is said about Joseph in chapter 11 occurs in this 
one verse.  The author’s readers were very familiar with the life of Joseph.  Let’s 
briefly recap some of Joseph’s life then read verse 22 in Hebrews chapter 11.   

Joseph was the 11th son of Jacob and his first son with Rachel.  He was Jacob’s favorite 
son because he was born to him in his old age by his favorite wife Rachel. In Genesis 
chapter 37 Jacob loved Joseph. He made a coat of many colors for him.  This caused 
Joseph’s brothers to be jealous and have hatred toward him.  Joseph made the 
situation worse by telling his family his dreams that one day he would rule over them. 
Even Jacob rebuked him for telling these dreams.   

When the opportunity arose, when they were all in the fields with the sheep, his 
brothers put him in a pit and plotted to kill him.  Some merchants passed by and 
Judah suggested selling Joseph into slavery.  His brothers dipped his robe in goat 
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blood and gave it to Jacob leading him to think that Joseph had been killed by a wild 
animal.  The merchants sold Joseph to Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh in Egypt.   

In Genesis chapter 39 God blessed Joseph when Potiphar put Joseph in charge of his 
household and he became one of his most trusted servants.  Now Potiphar’s wife 
noticed Joseph and tried to get him to lay with her, but Joseph refused many times 
and the last time Potiphar’s wife caught his garment and Joseph ran out of the house. 
Potiphar’s wife lied about what happened and convinced the household servants to 
agree with her. This made Potiphar angry and he put Joseph in prison.  Even though 
Joseph was treated unjustly he remained faithful to God.  God blessed Joseph and he 
was put in charge of all the prisoners.   

In Genesis chapter 40, two servants from Pharaoh’s house were sent to prison. While 
in prison they had dreams.  Joseph interpreted their dreams.  The cupbearer was 
restored to his position and the baker was hanged which is what Joseph interpreted. 
The cup bearer did not remember Joseph until two years later when the Pharaoh had 
a dream.  Joseph was 30 years old when he was called to interpret the dream.  Joseph 
interpreted the dream as 7 years of plenty followed by 7 years of famine.  Joseph told 
Pharaoh a plan to store grain in the years of plenty to prepare for the years of famine. 
In Genesis 41:39, 39 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Since God has shown you all this, 
there is none so discerning and wise as you are. 40 vYou shall be over my house, and all 
my people shall order themselves as you command.4 Only as regards the throne will I 
be greater than you.”.  [1]  Pharaoh recognized that his discernment and wisdom came 
from God.   

In chapter 42, during the famine years Jacob sent his sons to Egypt to buy food. 
Joseph recognized them.  Eventually Joseph revealed himself to his brothers. Joseph 
wept  when he revealed himself to his brothers. Eventually, his father Jacob, and all of 
his brothers moved to Egypt where Joseph provided for them. 

There is so much we can learn from the life Joseph.  He was faithful to God. He 
understood that God wanted Joseph to be in Egypt over all of the land and to manage 
the grain in the famine years. In order for this to happen, Joseph had to be sold into 
slavery and go to prison where he would be called by Pharaoh.  Also, Joseph forgave 
his brothers.  We could ask ourselves, have we forgiven our brothers and sisters 
when we have been wronged?   

In Genesis 49 Jacob gave instructions to Joseph to bury him in the land of Canaan 
with Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and Rebekah and Leah his wife.  Jacob knew he did 
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not belong in Egypt.  This was a great example for Joseph.  Now Joseph is nearing the 
end of his life and he gave some instructions. 

Let’s read Hebrews 11:22 

22 By faith pJoseph, at the end of his life, made mention of the exodus of the 
Israelites and gave directions concerning his bones. [1] 

We need some background for this verse.  Let’s read where the exodus was first 
mentioned. 

Genesis 15: 12-15 

12 As the sun was going down, a pdeep sleep fell on Abram. And behold, 
dreadful and great darkness fell upon him. 13 Then the Lord said to Abram, 
“Know for certain qthat your offspring will be sojourners in a land that is not 
theirs and will be servants there, and rthey will be afflicted for sfour hundred 
years. 14 But tI will bring judgment on the nation that they serve, and afterward 
uthey shall come out with great possessions. 15 As for you, you shall go to your 
fathers in peace; vyou shall be buried in a good old age. [2] 

This is a prophecy. What is this prophecy about? Abraham’s descendants would live 
as servants in a foreign land for 400 years, but God would deliver them and they 
would leave the land.  Joseph knew this prophecy and by faith he believed it.   

 Let’s go back to Hebrews and read 

Hebrews 11:22 

22 By faith pJoseph, at the end of his life, made mention of the exodus of the 
Israelites and gave directions concerning his bones. [3] 

The directions for his bones are found in Genesis chapter 50.   

Let’s read Genesis 50: 22-26, The Death of Joseph 

22 So Joseph remained in Egypt, he and his father’s house. Joseph lived 110                           
years. 23 And Joseph saw Ephraim’s children kof the third generation. The                       
lchildren also of Machir the son of Manasseh were mcounted as Joseph’s own.3 24                           

And Joseph said to his brothers, “I am about to die, but nGod will visit you and                                 
bring you up out of this land to the land othat he swore to Abraham, to Isaac,                                 
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and to Jacob.” 25 Then pJoseph made the sons of Israel swear, saying, “God will                             
surely visit you, and you shall carry up my bones from here.” 26 So Joseph died,                               
being 110 years old. They qembalmed him, and he was put in a coffin in Egypt.                               
[4] 

 Is that where Joseph stayed, in a coffin in Egypt?  No.  Let’s read what happened to 
his bones in Joshua 24:32. 

32 fAs for the bones of Joseph, which the people of Israel brought up from 
Egypt, they buried them at Shechem, in the piece of land gthat Jacob bought 
from the sons of Hamor the father of Shechem for a hundred pieces of money.3 
It became an inheritance of the descendants of Joseph.[9] 

 Why is Joseph mentioned in chapter 11? He is mentioned because by faith, he took 
action in the present on a promise made for the future.  He had faith that his 
descendants would leave Egypt and bury him where he belonged.  He rested in the 
promises of God.   

 Conclusion 

The author of Hebrews is closing this section of Chapter 11 with Joseph which is very 
fitting.  He is the last of the 4 generations. In these 4 generations we see all kinds of 
sin: favoritism, jealousy, hatred, disobedience, impatience, lack of faith, and the list 
goes on.  We also see some other themes.  They all lived as strangers in a foreign 
land.  They endured in their faith always turning to God while living through 
hardships.  Their lives were not easy, yet they endured.  My friends in Haiti have 
taught me this lesson.  They live in hard conditions but they endure in their faith. 
They inspire me.  We don’t give up because God is our strength.  These four 
generations obeyed God.  When God said go, they went without delay.  They allowed 
God to have control of their lives.   

Lastly, they believed in God’s promises.  God promised Abraham that he would be a 
great nation.  God’s plan was bigger than Abraham.  It was bigger than all 4 
generations.  Each generation helped the next to believe in the promises of God and 
to act on them.  They carried on God’s work generation after generation.  What work 
did God start in your previous generation? Who discipled you?  What does God want 
you to carry on to the next generation?  This afternoon we have a potluck and youth 
meeting.  We all have a part in building the next generation. 
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 PRAYER: 
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