
 

HEBREWS 11:23-29 

 
DATE: Sunday, November 10, 2019 

 
INTRODUCTION:  

If you have your Bible, I’d like to encourage you to turn to Hebrews 11:23-29. 
If you’re new to MBC, over the last several months we have been slowly walking 
through the book of Hebrews. For the last 7 weeks we’ve been in Hebrews 11. The 
book of Hebrews was written to encourage Jewish Christians who were being 
persecuted heavily for their new found faith in Jesus Christ. In Hebrews 11, the 
author transitions his encouragement by using Old Testament figures to encourage 
his reader to keep the faith in the midst of the persecution. In Hebrews 11 the author 
used the faith of Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph to encourage 
his audience in their time of need. In Hebrews 11:23-29, the author uses Moses as an 
example of faith to encourage his reader.   

 
I must warn you, any time we as Christians spend time focusing on key 

individuals in Scripture there are some dangers that can arise. First, we can become 
so focused on the individual that we forget Christ. I have been guilty of this very 
thing. It is good to learn from the saints of old, however, we must keep that learning 
in its proper context. We must always come back to Christ. When we learn of Enoch, 
Abraham or Moses, we must always remember that Christ was greater than they 
could ever be. We must always come back to the fact that Christ is the founder, 
author and perfecter of our faith. We must remember that Abel, Enoch, Noah, 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph and Moses did not die or rise again for the salvation of 
our souls; nor will they usher us into glory. We can be thankful and grateful for the 
way that God used them in the past, but they must always remain second only to 
Christ.   

 
Second, when we study these individuals we can often be tempted to think our 

faith as insufficient compared to theirs. When we read about these saints of old, we 
must always remember that their faith was a gift from God to be used for God’s glory 
for a specific purpose. When we compare our faith to theirs, we can often be lead to 
think that we must “muster up” more faith in order for God to do extraordinary 
things in our lives. This is a lie. It was God who gave faith to Noah, Abraham, Isaac, 
Jacob, Joseph and Moses, and it was God that gave faith to you. God used those 
individuals for specific situations in His redemptive plan, and he is using you in His 
current plans as well. The issue is not about “mustering up” more faith in order to be 
used of God; rather God gives you the faith to believe in Him, and when the time 
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comes for you to do something difficult, God will give you the faith needed to get 
through. This is a work of God, and we must not compare ourselves to the saints of 
old.   

This week in Hebrews 11:23-29, we come to the seventh example of faith that 
the author uses to encourage his reader to keep the faith: Moses.   

 
TEXT: HEBREWS 11:23-29 
23 By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three months by his parents, 
because they saw that the child was beautiful, and they were not afraid of the king’s 
edict. 24 By faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be called the son of 
Pharaoh’s daughter, 25 choosing rather to be mistreated with the people of God than 
to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. 26 He considered the reproach of Christ greater 
wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for he was looking to the reward. 27 By faith he left 
Egypt, not being afraid of the anger of the king, for he endured as seeing him who is 
invisible. 28 By faith he kept the Passover and sprinkled the blood, so that the 
Destroyer of the firstborn might not touch them.  
29 By faith the people crossed the Red Sea as on dry land, but the Egyptians, when they 
attempted to do the same, were drowned. 
 
PRAYER: 

 
EXPOSITION 1: HEBREWS 11:23 

 
Christians are a people that live by faith. Our faith is in the redemptive work of 

God in Christ and His sovereign rule and reign over all things. Because Christians live 
by faith, our faith cultivates within us essential principles by which we live. The 
principles we live by are not derived from our own imagination or invention, rather 
it is given to us by Scripture. In verses 23-29, the author encourages his reader to put 
on certain Christian principles that honor God and the author uses Moses as an 
example of these principles. The first principle is found in verse 23; Godly Courage 
against Ungodly Government.   
 

23 By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three months by his 
parents, because they saw that the child was beautiful (a term often used to show that 
one was favored by God), and they were not afraid of the king’s edict. 
 

During the time of Jacob and Joseph, the Israelites occupied land in Egypt. 
Over a long period of time, the Israelites never left Egypt because God had not raised 
up a leader yet to take them into the Promised Land.  After several years, a new King 
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arose in Egypt who did not know Joseph and the relationship between Egypt and 
Israel. This new King saw the great number of Israelites as a threat and commanded 
all new born sons to be thrown into the Nile. Moses was born during this legislation 
and his parents refused to have the child killed. Moses’ parents hid the child for three 
months, and then placed him in a basket in the Nile River, leaving his future up to the 
Sovereignty of God. This act of faith produced godly courage in the face of ungodly 
government.   
 

To the Hebrew Christians that were reading this in the first century, this 
would have spoke volumes to them. It was the wicked government that was making 
their lives miserable through persecution.  It was the wicked government of the day, 
that legislated the plundering of their property if they were jailed for their faith. The 
encouragement that the author was giving to his reader was, “Don’t be afraid of the 
wicked, ungodly government. Continue to follow Christ. Take godly courage in the 
midst of ungodly persecution by the government.”   
 

As of now, we have great religious liberty in the US. However, there are places 
in the world that such religious liberty does not exist. I recently read an article by 
Open Door’s Ministries (a ministry that helps the persecuted church around the 
world). The article said that in northern Vietnam a couple named Thuan and Hien 
recently came to faith in Jesus Christ. In Northern Vietnam there is a practice of 
ancestor worship in which your ethnic and religious identity is found in that worship. 
When word got out that the couple rejected ancestor worship and openly believe in 
Jesus Christ, local authorities came to their home and told the couple that they must 
return to ancestor worship, or they would be kicked out of the village. The 
authorities also pressured Thuan and Hien’s relatives to threaten the couple and try to 
convince them to leave their new found faith.  But Thuan and Hien refused. 
 

As a result, the family now lives in isolation, shunned by their community after 
the village chief publicly denounced them and their new beliefs. Even children in the 
village are banned from interacting with Thuan and Hien’s children. The family has 
lost everything because they have chosen to follow Jesus. On September 30, a group 
of relatives, villagers and local authorities destroyed the family’s house, fruit trees and 
killed and stole their livestock. Thuan and Hien maintained godly courage in the 
midst of ungodly government.   
 

Religious persecution isn’t that bad in America… yet. There are radical 
socialists that are rising up in American politics who threaten the belief of religious 
liberty. Under the banner of inclusion, they exclude anyone who doesn’t agree with 
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them, rendering them a bigot and threatening litigation if they don’t change. The day 
may come when holding to Biblical truth will be outlawed in our country. If that day 
comes, we must find godly courage in Christ.   

 
Please take note of the specific words that I used in this principle. I said that we 

must maintain godly courage in the face of ungodly government. What I do not mean 
is that we should become anarchists, rebels or dissenters. Rather, if we are faced with 
government imposed persecution, we are to faithfully take courage, not forcefully 
fight.  We should pray for the leaders of our government that God will grab their 
hearts and cause them to consider the depths of their legislative decisions.   

 
I don’t want any of you guys saying that, “Lee said we need to start the 

revolution!” No… we don’t need to start any revolution. We just need to take courage 
in the Sovereign hand of God in the midst of Government sanctioned persecution.   

 
EXPOSITION 2: HEBREWS 11: 24-25 

 
The second principle for Christian living is found in verses 24-25, is that we 

need to have a godly disassociation with ungodly living.   
 

 24 By faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be called the son of 
Pharaoh’s daughter, 25 choosing rather to be mistreated with the people of God than 
to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin.   
 

Moses grew up in one of the most powerful and prosperous kingdoms known 
to humanity. Moses had the greatest of all things at his fingertips. He was educated 
under the greatest minds of the age. Moses was taught reading, writing, mathematics, 
poetry, art, astrology, economics, and war tactics from some of the greatest minds. He 
drank from the finest cup, and had the greatest hedonistic pleasures at his beckon call. 
I’m sure that many of you have asked the question, “Why did God allow this young 
boy to be taken from his family and raised in the wicked house of Pharoah?” Much 
like Jacob, God was orchestrating the upbringing of Moses, in order to establish Israel 
as a nation. God would use Moses to educate the Israelites. God would use Moses’ 
magnificent education to solidify the Jewish people as a nation; with the written word 
of God, with laws, with military knowledge, economic knowledge, farming 
knowledge, astrological knowledge (that would one day come into play during the 
birth of Christ).  Yet, when God called Moses, something interesting happened; there 
grew a dissatisfaction with the sins of the Egyptians.  Moses renounced his 
upbringing and the fleeting pleasures that upbringing offered. 
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One of the greatest proofs of God’s work in the heart of an individual is that 

He gives the individual a growing dissatisfaction for sin, and a godly disassociation 
with ungodly living. Titus 2:11-12 says, “11 For the grace of God has appeared, 
bringing salvation for all people, 12 training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly 
passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age.” 
When God called Moses, the grace of God caused him to grow a continued 
dissatisfaction for sin, and if we are in Christ, the same is true for us. We need to 
have a growing dissatisfaction for the things of this world and growing satisfaction 
for the Holy things of God.   

 
We are living in a time where the fleeting pleasures of sin are as readily 

available to us as they were to Moses back then. At any moment, Moses could have 
summoned anything that his carnal flesh desired. If he wanted to practice gluttony, he 
could call for the finest food to be brought to him.  If he wanted to get drunk, he 
could call for the fines alcohol to be brought to him. If he wanted companionship, he 
could call for that. The similarities of Moses access to carnality and ours today is 
unparalleled. Think about it. If you want to feast to the point of gluttony, you can text 
a food delivery service and have the finest food brought to your doorstep in the hour. 
If you want to get drunk, you can order the finest alcohol to be dropped off at your 
doorstep. If you even want companionship, you can order online and have someone 
sent to your home. We currently are living in a time where we are all Kings and 
Queens. We are offered the same temptations as Moses was when he was a young 
man. I pray that our love for God would so permeate our hearts that the fleeting 
pleasures of this life would pale in comparison; which would in return drive us to 
have a growing dissatisfaction for those things.   

 
EXPOSITION 3: HEBREWS 11:26 

 
The third principle of faith that we can glean from this text is that our faith 

causes us to look towards the reward.   
 
  26 He (Moses) considered the reproach of Christ greater wealth than the 

treasures of Egypt, for he was looking to the reward. 
 
Let’s remember the context that this passage was written in. The Jewish 

Christians that this passage was written to were having their property taken when 
they were arrested for their faith. The rewards of their earthly labor (their 
possessions) were being taken. Their small earthly kingdoms (their homes and 
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possessions) were being taken from them because of their new identification with a 
heavenly kingdom.  
 

Moses experienced this same struggle as well. Moses lived in a world that 
thrived itself on rewards. When the Egyptians conquered a territory, the reward was 
the wealth of that territory.  When God called Moses, his desire grew for a different 
reward. Moses no longer desired the rewards of this world, yet his desires were for a 
different reward. What was Moses’ reward? Did you notice the interesting language 
that the author used concerning the reward?  Moses considered the reproach of 
Christ as greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for he was looking to the reward.   

 
This type of language was often used among the first century Christian Church 

to describe the glorious act of suffering for their faith in Christ. The first century 
church considered it an honor to suffer for the sake of Christ. The author of Hebrews 
was saying that Moses adopted this same mentality. Moses considered the hardships 
and sufferings as an honor compared to the reward of knowing and being reconciled 
to God.   

 
On March 7th, 203 A.D. in the Roman Province of Carthage, Northern Africa, 

five Christians were condemned to death in the arena. Two of those five Christians 
were a 22 year old noblewoman named Perpetua and her pregnant servant Felicity. 
Pepetua’s father was a pagan and came often to the prison to try and convince his 
daughter to renounce her faith and save her life. Perpetua kept a diary and wrote of 
her interactions with her father.   

 
“When I was in the hands of the persecutors, my father in his tender solicitude 

tried hard to pervert me from the faith.” 
 
“My father,” I said, “You see this pitcher. Can we call it by any other name than 

what it is?” 
“No”, he said. 
“Nor can I call myself by any other name than that of Christian.”   
“Daughter,” he said. “Have pity on my gray hairs; have pity on your faither. Do 

not give me over to disgrace. Think of your brothers, your mother, your aunt; your 
child who cannot live without you. Do not destroy us all.”   

Perpetua continues to write, “My father then kissed my hands and threw 
himself at my feet. I wept because of my father, for he of all my family would not 
rejoice in my martyrdom. So I comforted him saying: 
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“In this trial what God determines will take place. We are not in our own 
keeping, but in God’s.” 

 
On March 7, 203, Perpetua and her pregnant servant Felicity, along with three 

other Christians were dragged into the arena. A wild bull was released and charged 
the group. Perpetua was tossed into the air and onto her back. She sat up, adjusted her 
ripped tunic, and walked over to help her pregnant friend Felicity. Then a leopard 
was let loose, and Perpetua and Felicity were martyred for Christ. They considered it 
an honor to suffer and die for the sake of Christ.   

 
These stories are foreign to us in America because we often glory in our 

comfort not our suffering. God is glorified in our suffering and he uses it for far 
greater things than we can ever imagine. Perpetua and Felicity suffered because God 
ordained it and is glorified in it. Moses considered it an honor to suffer for Christ. 
Let’s prayerfully consider transforming our views on suffering to be more focused on 
glorifying God.   

 
EXPOSITION 4: HEBREWS 11:27 

 
The fourth principle of faith that we can learn from this text is that our faith 

delivers us from the fear of man. 
 
27 By faith he left Egypt, not being afraid of the anger of the king, for he endured as 
seeing him who is invisible.   
 

Moses defied the King of Egypt because he had a clear vision of the character 
and nature of the invisible God. The God who is so holy that no eye has gazed up. 
Think about this for a moment; Moses defied the most powerful man in the world! 
What could cause someone to do that? Maybe it’s because he caught a vision of a far 
more powerful King and the knowledge of that King made the power of the King of 
Egypt seem insignificant, petty, powerless. It reminds me of Paul when thrown in 
prison wrote, “To live is Christ, but to die is gain.” When Paul was faced with the 
option of living, he said that it was great! When he was faced with death, Paul said 
that it was even better! When we get a clear picture of the beauty and power of God, 
all other powers seem weak and insignificant.   
 

This point is terribly applicable to our lives today. With the rapid growth of 
secularism in our country, the Christian voice is often silenced. It is especially silenced 
in the workplace. Kelvin Cochran was a 34 year fire fighter who was fired as fire 
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Chief in Atlanta Georgia for writing a 160 page paperback book for a Bible Study in 
his church. In the 160 page book, Cochran wrote one half of a page on the dangers of 
sexual promiscuity. A copy of the book fell into the hands of Mayor Reed of Atlanta, 
and soon Cochran was fired. Mayor Reed said, “I profoundly disagree with and am 
deeply disturbed by the sentiments expressed in the paperback regarding the LGBT 
community. I will not tolerate discrimination of any kind in my administration.” That 
tolerant mayor doesn’t sound very tolerant of anyone who holds a different view than 
his. So how did Cochran respond? “I did not single out homosexuality. I simply spoke to 
sex being created by God for pro-creation and He intended it to be between a man and a 
woman in holy matrimony – and that any other sex outside of that is sin. The essence of 
the Christian faith love without condition. I have demonstrated that love in the fire 
service for 34 years. There’s not any person of any people group that has interacted with 
me for any measure of time that can say I have hate or disregard or discrimination in my 
heart for any people group. I’m not discouraged and I’m not downtrodden. This is a God 
thing, and He’s going to do great things and He will vindicate me publicly.”   
 

Moses had a faith that made all other earthly powers seem insignificant. Kelvin 
Cochran had a faith that made all other earthly powers seem insignificant. I pray that 
God would also build within us a faith that would make all other earthly powers seem 
insignificant.   
 
EXPOSITION 5: HEBREWS 11:28-29 

 
The fifth principle of faith that we can learn from this text is that faith helps us 

find salvation from the judgement of God.   
 
 28 By faith he kept the Passover and sprinkled the blood, so that the Destroyer of the 
firstborn might not touch them.  
29 By faith the people crossed the Red Sea as on dry land, but the Egyptians, when they 
attempted to do the same, were drowned. 
 

When Moses was told that the death angel was going to kill every first born 
and the only way to be saved was to cover the door post of their home with lambs 
blood, Moses’ faith caused him to act. Moses believed that God’s judgement was 
coming, but he also believed in the means of salvation that God provided. Moses 
believed the promise of God, that, if they put the blood on the doorposts, then they 
would be saved from death.   
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The same was true for them going through the Red Sea. When God divided 
the Red Sea and the walls of water looked like it may consume them; they trusted that 
God would deliver them from Judgement.   

 
Notice the object of their faith. They did not believe that they could provide 

themselves salvation from these situations, but rather they believed that God could 
provide salvation for them. The same is true for us today. The judgement of God is 
coming. When you draw your last breath, you will face the judgement of God. The 
question is what are you trusting in. Do you trust in the sinless sacrifice and 
resurrection of Christ to reconcile you back to God, or you are trusting in your own 
strength. Guys, if you are trusting in your own confidence to reconcile you to God, it 
will never happen. However, if you trust in Christ, and he alone, you can be made 
right with God. It is my prayer that you would believe on Christ.   

 
PRAYER:  
 

9 


