
HEBREWS 11:5-6 

 

SERMON: 

DATE: Sunday, September 15, 2019 
   
INTRODUCTION: 

This morning we’re going to be studying the second person in the Hebrews 11 
“Hall of Faith”. I must confess; this morning we are going to cover a lot of ground, 
and at times it may feel like a marathon. If at any time you feel like you’ve missed 
something, remember that you can always go to our website and find the manuscript 
to this sermon and print it out and spend more time reading it.   
 

For our study this morning, we’re going to be in four different places in 
Scripture: Hebrews 11:5-6, Genesis 5:18-24, Genesis 4:19-24 and Jude verses 14-15. If 
you have your Bible, I’d like to encourage you to turn to Hebrews 11:5-6 and then 
place a bookmark in Genesis 5, Genesis 4 and Jude.   

 
Three weeks ago Jason began our study in Hebrews 11 with a wonderful 

exposition on verses 1-3. Jason helped us understand, in a deeper way, that faith is the 
actual, objective reality of what we hope for and the evidence or conviction of things 
not seen. Faith isn’t just what we need to have in order to believe in things that we 
hope for or in the things unseen, it is actually the proof of our hope. Faith is therefore 
a gift of God that enables hope. 
 

In Hebrews 11, the author begins to list examples of Old Testament people of 
faith as an encouragement to his audience to persevere. Last week, Mike spoke on the 
first person of faith mentioned in Hebrews; Abel. By faith Abel offered a more 
pleasing sacrifice to God, which ended up costing him his life. His brother Cain 
became so jealous of Abel’s pure heart and better sacrifice, that he rose and killed his 
brother. The author is using Abel’s faith to teach his reader that, the cost of faith can 
sometimes be great.  Abel’s faith led to his death. For some of the readers of Hebrews, 
their faith may have led to their death. For some of us today, our faith may lead to our 
death. And if it does… to live is Christ and to die is gain.   

 
This week we’re going to learn from the faith of Enoch. We’re going to see 

how Enoch lived by faith while holding fast to and prophesying of God’s coming 
judgement.   
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To be honest, Enoch is an enigmatic person in Scripture. Enoch is only 
mentioned in 11 verses in the whole Bible, yet, Enoch appears to have been a very 
influential figure in antiquity. Enoch has been extensively written about in many 
ancient Jewish extra-biblical texts like, “The Book of Enoch”. “The Book of Enoch” 
was an extra-biblical text written some time during the second temple period, 
between the completion of the Old Testament Canon and the Maccabean revolt of 
167 B.C. This book was so influential, that several verses were quoted in the New 
Testament, and much of the apostles supernatural world-view was directly linked to 
imagery found in “The Book of Enoch.” I tell you all of that to let you know that 
Enoch was a pretty important person; and I believe that we can learn a lot from this 
man’s life and more importantly, his faith. So let’s read Hebrews 11:5-6 and see what 
we can learn.   

 
TEXT:  
 
5 By faith Enoch was taken up so that he should not see death, and he was not found, 
because God had taken him. Now before he was taken he was commended as having 
pleased God. 6 And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would 
draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him. 
 
PRAYER: 
Heavenly Father, 

As we enter into this sacred moment, where we open Your Word and dive 
into its mystery, we pray that You would bless this time together. Lord, we pray that 
You use Your Word to penetrate the depths of our souls and draw us into a deeper 
and richer life with You. Lord, please be with us in this moment. 
Amen 
 
EXPOSITION 1: HEBREWS 11:5 

In Hebrews 11:5-6, we are given an example of faith in the person of Enoch. 
When we read these verses, we aren’t given much information about who Enoch 
was, but we can derive two things: first, Enoch didn’t die a natural death, rather God 
took him; and second, Enoch lived a life that was pleasing to God. But why? Why was 
Enoch considered a man of such great faith? In order for us to answer this question, 
we need to piece together information about him from other places in Scripture.   
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Genesis 5:18-24: 
 

18 When Jared had lived 162 years, he fathered Enoch. 19 Jared lived after he fathered 
Enoch 800 years and had other sons and daughters. 20 Thus all the days of Jared were 
962 years, and he died.   
 
21 When Enoch had lived 65 years, he fathered Methuselah. 22 Enoch walked with God 
after he fathered Methuselah 300 years and had other sons and daughters. 23 Thus all 
the days of Enoch were 365 years. 24 Enoch walked with God, and he was not, for God 
took him. 
 

Let’s remember a few things that have led up to this moment with Enoch. In 
Genesis 3, we read of the fall of humanity through the rebellion of Adam and Eve. In 
Genesis 4 we read of the horrific consequenes of sin through the murder of Abel by 
his brother Cain. Remember, Abel was also the first martyr in Scripture. In Genesis 
chapters 4 and 5, we see something very interesting begin to happen. We see a 
distinct split happen in Adam and Eve’s lineage resulting in a stark contrast between 
the seventh from Adam on Cain’s side, and the seventh of Adam on Seth’s side. On 
Cain’s side, the seventh from Adam is a man named Lamech. Listen to how Moses 
speaks of Lamech in Genesis 4:19-24 
 
Genesis 4:19-24 
 
19 And Lamech (name means “the one who strikes down or the wild man”) took two 
wives (the first act of Polygamy in Scripture. This act was never ordained by God; the 
original design for marriage was one woman and one man, but in Lamech’s sin, he 
chose to rebel against God’s decree). The name of the one was Adah (name means 
“ornament”), and the name of the other Zillah (name means “shadow”). 
 

Let me ask you a question: “What does an ornament do?” It accentuates 
something or makes something more beautiful. This verse is a literary play on words 
that paints a picture of Lamech’s family being accentuated by wildness and darkness.   
 
 20 Adah bore Jabal (name means “stream of water”); he was the father of those who 
dwell in tents and have livestock. 21 His brother’s name was Jubal (name means 
“stream”); he was the father of all those who play the lyre and pipe. 
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So based on the names of Lamech’s wives and sons, we are having a picture 
being painted for us. Lamech’s family is accentuated by darkness and water. Hummm. 
And what happens in Genesis 6-7? The flood.   
 
 22 Zillah also bore Tubal-cain ; he was the forger of all instruments of bronze and iron 
(name means “forger of cutting instruments”. Tubal-Cain was the father of 
weaponry). The sister of Tubal-cain was Naamah. (Which ties into verses 23-24) 
   
23 Lamech said to his wives:   

“Adah and Zillah, hear my voice;   
you wives of Lamech, listen to what I say:   

I have killed a man for wounding me,   
a young man for striking me.   

24  If Cain’s revenge is sevenfold,   
then Lamech’s is seventy-sevenfold.”   
 
It was God who told Cain that if any man take revenge on Cain, they would be 

punished sevenfold. Lamech says of himself that, if anyone seeks revenge on him, 
their punishment will be seventy-sevenfold. It is clear that the seventh from Adam on 
Cain’s side of the family was an arrogant, murderous man who gloried in exalting 
himself above God. However, when it comes to the seventh from Adam on Seth’s side 
of the family, we get a different story because we get Enoch. 
 
Genesis 5:18-24 
 
18 When Jared had lived 162 years, he fathered Enoch. 19 Jared lived after he fathered 
Enoch 800 years and had other sons and daughters. 20 Thus all the days of Jared were 
962 years, and he died.   
 
21 When Enoch had lived 65 years, he fathered Methuselah. 22 Enoch walked with God 
after he fathered Methuselah 300 years and had other sons and daughters. 23 Thus all 
the days of Enoch were 365 years. 24 Enoch walked with God, and he was not, for God 
took him.   
 

Hold on a second!!! Something has happened!!! The seventh from Adam on 
Seth’s side is described very differently. Unlike Lamech, Enoch was a man who 
walked with God and did not die! What was different about Enoch?  
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We can actually determine what was different about Enoch in the language 
that was used to describe him. First, Enoch’s name means, “dedicated.” Enoch’s name 
was indicative of his character; a man of great dedication and devotion. But what to? 
What was Enoch dedicated to? Enoch is the only individual in Chapter 5 that was 
described as having “walked with God.” Enoch was a man who was dedicated to 
walking with God! This shows an intimate relationship that Enoch had with God. I 
love this passage because it is a figurative play on words in the way that it reverses a 
walk with God that had been previously alluded to in Genesis 3.   
 

In Genesis 3 we read that Adam and Eve willingly chose to sin against God. As 
a result they hid from the presence of God and tried to cover their nakedness by 
clothing themselves with fig leaves. In the cool of the day when God walked in the 
garden, He found Adam and Eve hiding in their shame. The language paints a picture 
that God would routinely meet with Adam and Eve in the Garden and spend time 
walking with them in an intimate relationship. When God came to meet with Adam 
and Eve this time, God found them in the disgrace of their sin. From that moment 
on, it took 7 generations for the intimate language of God walking with man to 
return, and it happened in the person of Enoch. However, it seems like it took a little 
while for Enoch to become a man that walked with God.   
 

Let’s read Genesis 5:21-22 again and see what I mean:   
21 When Enoch had lived 65 years, he fathered Methuselah. 22 Enoch walked 

with God after he fathered Methuselah 300 years and had other sons and daughters.   
 
Notice the language. It appears that for the first 65 years of his life, Enoch did 

not walk with God… then something happened; Enoch’s wife had a son named 
Methusaleh.  It was after the birth of Methuselah that Enoch began to walk with God. 
But why? Why was it that it took Methuselah’s birth to inspire Enoch to walk with 
God? Well, the answer is in the name Methuselah. We don’t know the circumstances 
behind the choosing of his name, but more than likely the name Methusaleh was 
given to Enoch by God. The Hebrew name Methuselah is a statement that means; 
“Man of the Javelin”.  Methusaleh’s name basically meant that “death was coming.” 
That statement meant that in some way, Methuselah will be the key to a coming great 
judgement.   

 
When Methuselah was 187 years old, he and his wife had a son that they 

named Lamech. Notice the irony. The first Lamech mentioned in Scripture was an 
evil murderer, yet Lamech, the son of Methuselah, was the father of Noah; the one 
who would be the savior of man.   

5 



 
When Methuselah was 969 years old and Lamech was 777 years old (a 

numerical representation of completion) both men died, and then the great flood 
came. At the death of Methuselah, God threw the javelin on humanity, and judged 
humanity with the great flood. Enoch, prophetically knew that his son would be used 
to usher in a great judgement and that knowledge so radically transformed his life, 
that, for the next 300 years, Enoch became a man who intimately walked with God. 
Let’s now spend some time understanding how Enoch walked with God by reading 
Jude 14.   
 
Jude 14-16 
“14 It was also about these (being individuals who glory in their sin and curse God in 
their sin) that Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied, saying, “Behold, the Lord 
comes with ten thousands of his holy ones, 15 to execute judgment on all and to 
convict all the ungodly of all their deeds of ungodliness that they have committed in 
such an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things that ungodly sinners have spoken 
against him.” 16 These are grumblers, malcontents, following their own sinful desires; 
they are loud-mouthed boasters, showing favoritism to gain advantage.” 
 

It appears that Enoch was a prophet who openly rebuked people for their sin 
and rebellion against God and constantly warned them of a coming judgement, all 
while remaining dedicated to God for 300 years. So what’s the point? What is the 
point that the author is trying to communicate through Enoch’s example.   
 

Last week we learned that the faith of Abel lead to his martyrdom. The author 
was using the example of Abel as an example for his reader. Remember, some of his 
audience had already had their property seized, been publicly ridiculed and mocked, 
and now he was showing them through Abel that their faith may lead to their death. 
This week, the author is using the example of Enoch to encourage his reader to a 
radical dedication to God. Enoch faithfully walked with God for 300 years. Enoch, by 
faith, preached against sin for 300 years. Enoch was devoted, by faith, to God, and the 
author of Hebrews is trying to encourage his reader to adorn themselves with the 
same mentality. But why? Why is it important for us to devote our lives to being 
faithful to God?  

 
EXPOSITION 2: HEBREWS 11:6 
 
6 And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to 
God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him. 
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Why is it important to be devoted to God in faith? Because, without faith, it is 

impossible to please God, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he 
exists. Faith is the objective trust in the truth of who God is and how he has revealed 
Himself. This is not a faith in a god of man’s creation, but in who God really is. This, 
therefore, is a faith in the completed work of Christ and a devoted trust in His 
Sovereign reign over all things for His glory. Enoch was a man defined by faith. 
Enoch trusted in God’s Sovereign reign over all things; which included a future 
judgement.   
 

But what is the end goal for the person who walks by faith in the work of 
Christ? God rewards those. But what is the reward?  
 

Is there an eternal reward? Yes!  Life with God in heaven! We don’t have to 
live in the fear that our eternity is not secure. We can live with the assurance of 
knowing that God will complete the work that He has begun in us! We will finally be 
at rest with God. The current battle with our old selves will finally and ultimately be 
over, leading to eternal rest and worship and fellowship with God; totally unhindered 
by our sin. Praise the Lord!   
 

Is there a reward for those who seek God by faith in Christ on earth? Yes.   
The first reward is RADICAL FREEDOM. Think about this for a moment. You are 
only as free as the master you serve. If you serve a master that enslaves you to your 
sinful desires, you are in bondage to fear, paranoia, guilt, selfishness, despair, and 
ultimate death. But, if you serve a master, who is Christ Jesus, that has the power to 
break your yoke of sin, you are free. The fear is replaced with faith, the paranoia is 
replaced with trust in God’s rule, the guilt is lifted, the selfishness is replaced with 
gratitude, and death is swallowed up in victory! You are freed! You no longer have to 
live with the fear of failure, but in the faith that God is orchestrating all things for 
your good and His glory. You no longer have to fear sickness because you know that 
it will work for your eternal good and God’s eternal glory. So if you get the incurable 
disease, you can say, “If this is God’s will… to live is Christ to die is gain!” On this 
point I could go on and on, but not only does it make you radically free, it makes you 
RADICALLY SATISFIED.   
 

When we come to the realization that our greatest need (which is our need to 
be reconciled to God in Christ) has been completely and fully completed in Christ, we 
find ourselves living in eternal gratitude for what God has provided. We can look at 
the $400 rusted car and say, “Lord, you have saved me from my greatest problem, and 
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so now I thank You Lord for Your provision.” We can look at the struggles and 
difficulties of life and ultimately say that it is momentary and light in comparison to 
the eternal glory that will be found when we see God; which in result, satisfies our 
souls.   
 

Notice that I never said anything about money, fancy cars and fame. I 
mentioned eternal, gospel centered rewards from God. When we walk closely with 
God in faith, the wonderful blessing is that the things of this world begin to grow 
strangely dim.  This is the beauty of faith and this is the legacy that Enoch left and 
that the author of Hebrews is encouraging his readers to find.  But remember, this is 
not found in a god of your own creation; it is only found by placing your complete 
trust in the perfect sinless life of Christ, the atoning death of Christ, and the 
victorious resurrection of Christ that proves his power to save you. If you turn to 
Christ alone, you can find reconciliation.   
 
CONCLUSION OF ENOCH  
 

So what happened to Enoch? Enoch lived 300 years walking with God. Can 
you imagine what Enoch must have been like? Can you imagine how spiritually 
mature, spiritually joyful, spiritually satisfied that he must have been in God? Can you 
imagine the influence he must have had on the world around him?  He must have had 
a beautiful walk with God.   

A few weeks ago Amanda and I downloaded the Face App. If your not familiar 
with that App it’s an App that can take a picture of you and photoshop your image to 
make you look old. Amanda and I took our pictures with it and Amanda ended up 
looking gorgeous at age 70. I ended up looking like fried bologna with grey hair. But 
this week I ended up looking at our pictures often while I was preparing for this 
sermon and found myself praying, “God, when Amanda and I reach the age of this 
picture, please show us the grace to be a couple that walks intimately with you. Please 
give us longevity in the faith. Let us be joyfully satisfied in You. Please show us the 
grace to let our bodies be broken from years of showing students the glories of who 
you are. Let our voices be faint from proclaiming who You are. And Lord, if it be 
Your will, allow us the blessing of slowly slipping away with You to eternity 
together.”   

 
How did Enoch go? Enoch’s walk with God was so intimate that one day, God 

took him… Enoch didn’t die… God took him home. Can you imagine how beautiful 
that must have been? For God Almighty, the creator of the universe to say, “Ok 
Enoch. You’ve spent 300 years walking with me; preaching My Word; influencing 
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my people. It’s time for you to be with me. Come on home.” Imagine how sweet and 
beautiful that moment must have been.   
 

So what is the encouragement for us today? The encouragement is the mission 
statement of MBC; for us to cultivate a deep and abiding faith in Jesus Christ. That 
this faith will be deeply devoted for all of our lives. That we, no matter how crazy the 
world around us may become, remain constant and stay the course. That was the 
encouragement to the Hebrew Christians that received this book, and it’s still the 
same encouragement for us today. Let’s stay the course.   

 
Let’s Pray 
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