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Today is Easter! The day in which we celebrate the resurrection of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. This day is about God, not us. Many people, all over the world, will be going to a 
church today thinking that today is about them. “God sent His Son to die for me.” “God conquered 
sin and death for me.” Today, we will read a passage of scripture that will be uneasy for those people 
because we will be taking a look at the gospel from a more challenging view. Today is more than 
“us.” This morning we’re going to answer a question. This question lies at the heart of our faith; 
“Why did Christ have to suffer and be crucified?” “Why the suffering?” “Why the horrible death of 
crucifixion?” “Why was that type of sacrifice necessary?”   

So, If you were here last week when we looked at 2:5-9 you may remember that we talked 
about how the author(s) of Hebrews used Psalm 8 in showing who we are as humans. How God 
created us to have dominion over everything here on earth and then how sin screwed it all up and 
knocked us out of our God ordained position here on earth. In verse 9 we saw how Jesus, who 
became human, suffered and died, and by doing so reversed the curse and made right that which 
God created in the beginning.   

 
This week we are going to learn 5 more truths concerning the sufferings of Christ: 
 

1. Christ suffered for the glory of God 
2. Christ suffered for our sanctification 
3. Christ suffered to unite us to him in order to create a new family. 
4. Christ suffered to conquer death for us. 
5. Christ suffered to be our sympathizing High Priest.   

 
Let’s now read the text and seek to understand these five points.   

 
TEXT IN FULL: JASON PALMER 

10 For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many sons to glory, 
should make the founder of their salvation perfect through suffering. 11 For he who sanctifies and 
those who are sanctified all have one source. That is why he is not ashamed to call them brothers, 12 

saying, “I will tell of your name to my brothers; in the midst of the congregation I will sing your 
praise.” 13 And again, “I will put my trust in him.” And again, “Behold, I and the children God has 
given me.” 14 Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the 
same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the 
devil, 15 and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery. 16 For surely 
it is not angels that he helps, but he helps the offspring of Abraham. 17 Therefore he had to be made 
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like his brothers in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the 
service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. 18 For because he himself has suffered 
when tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.    1

 
PRAYER: JASON PALMER 

 
POINT 1: CHRIST SUFFERED FOR THE GLORY OF GOD: JASON PALMER 

 
TEXT 1: HEBREWS 2:10: JASON PALMER 

10 For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many sons to glory, 
should make the founder of their salvation perfect through suffering. 
 
EXPLANATION 1: JASON PALMER 

The first reason that Christ had to suffer was because God found it fitting. People today will 
ask the questions, “why God did you have to do it this way?” “Was there not another way?” “Is there 
not another more fitting way?” My six year old asks me questions like this regularly. Here the 
author sets the stage with the phrase, “God found it fitting.” There is no other way around it. God 
fully intended for Christ to suffer, and seeing how the word “eprepen (“fitting”) relates back to the 
phrase “by the grace of God” in the previous verse,”  you have to wrestle with the fact that Christ 2

suffered by the grace of God to display the glory and grace of God. Back in Ephesians 1 we studied 
the following verses. 

 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with 
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 even as he chose us in him before the 
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love 5 he 
predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the 

purpose of his will, 6 

to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed 

us in the Beloved. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our 
trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 8 which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom 
and insight 9 making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which 
he set forth in Christ 10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in 
heaven and things on earth.  3

 
Before the foundations of the world, God the Father and Son, planned and ordained the 

suffering of the Son, to the praise of God’s glorious grace. It is by God’s grace that Christ suffered. It 
was by God’s grace that Jesus became human, lived a sinless life, and died a horrendous death. All of 
it was planned and enacted by God for His glory, and to display His glory through His Grace. The 
most surest, clearest; the most fitting way for God to fully display His glorious grace was through 
the slaughtering and death of the most innocent, perfect being, ever, in the place of the most 

1  The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Heb 2:10–18). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 
 
2 Allen, D. L. (2010). Hebrews (p. 213). Nashville, TN: B & H Publishing Group. 
3  The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Eph 1:3–10). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 
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wretched and undeserving people in the history of time. So, as we start this morning’s passage, we 
need to be reminded that Christ suffered for the Glory of God.   

Now, as we continue studying this passage we will also see that because Christ became fully 
man and suffered the death He did, that Christ can properly sanctify us. He can make us sons and 
daughters of glory. He can relate to us like a big brother. He can unite us in His family. He can 
conquer death that mankind deserves. And He can even sympathize with us as we are tempted and 
suffer. All of this for the Glory of God and displaying His glorious Grace.   
 
POINT 2: CHRIST SUFFERED FOR OUR SANCTIFICATION: JASON PALMER 

 
TEXT 2: HEBREWS 2:11a: JASON PALMER 

10 For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many sons to glory, 
should make the founder of their salvation perfect through suffering. 11 For he who sanctifies and 
those who are sanctified all have one source. 
 
EXPLANATION 2: JASON PALMER 

The second reason why Christ had to suffer was because God is glorified when 
sanctification is accomplished through Christ’s suffering. So, in lieu of verse 10, it is fitting to God 
then that Jesus would suffer for our sanctification. Sanctification is a fancy word for “to make Holy” 
or to “purify of sins.” So think about it like this, the Holy one, Jesus, suffered, in order to make the 
suffering, unholy ones, holy. This sanctification process, being made holy, is important in order to 
make us “sons and daughters of glory.” We are sinful beings with a cursed punishment that is rightly 
deserved and must be fulfilled. We should be justly,  separated from God. We can not make things 
right on our own. We can’t purify ourselves of our sins. We can’t make ourselves holy. In order to 
do this, God made Jesus the founder (the captain/pioneer, the one who makes a way and is leading 
the way) of our salvation and God made Him perfect through suffering. The term “perfect” found in 
this verse is not saying that Jesus had to be made perfect through suffering, as though He was not 
perfect already, but instead He was made perfect in the sense that He “completed” the task of 
salvation on our behalf. Another way of understanding this is like so, Christ, fully  human, faced 
temptations and sufferings without sin, became the perfect, blameless, holy sacrifice that was used 
to atone for our sins, enabling Him to be both the perfect sacrifice and High Priest on our behalf, 
and making us holy before God. Jesus is the author, captain, founder, pioneer of salvation and He 
now leads the way for us, for those who believe. We can now go with Him as sons and daughters of 
glory, having been fully forgiven and sanctified by His suffering. 
 

POINT 3: CHRIST SUFFERED TO UNITE US TO HIM IN ORDER TO CREATE A NEW 

FAMILY: LEE DAVIS 

TEXT 3: HEBREWS 2:11b-13 

That is why he is not ashamed to call them brothers, 
  12 saying,   

“I will tell of your name to my brothers;   
in the midst of the congregation I will sing your praise.”   
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13 And again,   
“I will put my trust in him.”   

And again,   
“Behold, I and the children God has given me.”   

 
EXPLANATION 3: LEE DAVIS 

Hebrews 2:12-13 is about how the suffering of Christ unites the Sanctifier with those being 
sanctified. God ordained that the means by which humanity would be united back to Himself was 
through suffering. We see this come to fruition by the three passages that the author of Hebrews 
uses to support his point: Psalm 22, Isaiah 8:17 and Isaiah 8:18. All three of these passages have the 
same theme: suffering that leads to confident hope in God. It is this theme that the author of 
Hebrews uses to show how suffering was directly connected with the redemptive work of Christ.   
 

In Hebrews 2:12, the author uses Psalm 22:22; “I will tell of your name to my brothers; in 
the midst of the congregation I will sing your praise.” Psalm 22 is a psalm David wrote while being 
hunted by King Saul. David wrote of his struggles and pain, yet in the end of the psalm, David 
begins to transition to words of praise. David finds great comfort in the truth that God will deliver 
him. When he comes to his conclusion, David says, “I will tell of your name to my brothers; in the 
midst of the congregation I will sing your praise.” David concludes his suffering with praise.   

 
In Hebrews 2:12, the author is now using Christ as the greater David. David suffered at the 

hands of Saul; Christ suffered at the hands of the sins world. David found deliverance by God that 
resulted in singing praise to his brothers about the work of God. Christ now is identified with his 
brethren by passing through suffering for them. The early Christians did not fail to see the 
remarkable suitability of this psalm when applied to Jesus Christ. A psalm which begins with a cry 
of desolation that ends with a song of praise is significant for the present writer’s purpose, for he 
sees suffering in the light of the ultimate glory.   

 
The second and third quotes in Hebrews 2:13 come from Isaiah 8:17-18; 13 And again, “I will 

put my trust in him.” And again, “Behold, I and the children God has given me.” Verse 13a, “I will 
put my trust in him,” almost sounds like the author of Hebrews is saying that Jesus places his trust in 
us. But when we apply the rule that “Scripture interprets Scripture,” we see that the author is saying 
something different. When we read Isaiah 8, we see that Isaiah is prophesying a coming Asseryian 
invasion. Isaiah is encouraging the people to repent and make necessary provisions to assure 
survival through the suffering. When the attack happens, Isaiah says, “I will put my trust in him 
(which clearly is God).” Isaiah then says “I and all the children (of Israel) that God gives me.” This is 
a passage of trust in God during suffering. The first century reader of Hebrews would have 
immediately picked up on this fact and understood. The application to Christ that the author of 
Hebrews is trying to make is that, in the midst of Christ’s suffering, Christ placed His total trust in 
God, and likewise, those who identify with Christ will do the same. That is the mark of a true 
disciple of Christ. The suffering unites us to Christ. Suffering is the identifying marker that we are 
in Christ. 
 
POINT 4: CHRIST SUFFERED TO CONQUER DEATH FOR US: LEE DAVIS 
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TEXT 4: HEBREWS 2:14-16: LEE DAVIS 
14 Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same 
things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 

and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery. 16 For surely it is not 
angels that he helps, but he helps the offspring of Abraham.  
 
EXPLANATION 4: LEE DAVIS 

Verse 14a, “therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of 
the same things,” reflects that important nature of the incarnation. Christ deemed it necessary that 
He should suffer the same suffering like us, yet proved victorious over it. He did this on our behalf 
in order to “destroy death for us.” The author then makes a very interesting statement, “that he 
might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil.” If you’re anything like me, 
when I first read this passage I thought, “But wait, God is the all powerful One who controls death, 
what does this mean?” Dr. Norman Geisler answers this question by saying, “God is sovereign over 
all life. Only He can create it, and only He has determined the number of our days (Ps. 90:10–12) 
and has “appointed” the day of our death (Heb. 9:27). But by tempting Adam and Eve, the devil 
succeeded in bringing on the human race God’s pronounced judgment of death for disobedience 
(Gen. 2:17; Rom. 5:12). So, in this sense, the devil may be said to have had the power of death (Heb. 
2:14). However, by tasting death for every man (Heb. 2:9) and rising triumphantly from the grave 
(Rom. 4:25), Christ now holds “the keys of Hades and of Death” (Rev. 1:18), having “abolished death 
and brought life and immortality to light through the Gospel” (2 Tim. 1:10).” 
 

Christ is the one who broke the power of death for us. Notice how the author concludes this 
passage. The author writes, “For surely it is not angels that he helps, but he helps the offspring of 
Abraham.” Christ did not come to redeem Satan for his rebellion, or any other angelic entity; rather 
Christ came as a man to redeem man. But Jesus didn’t merely become a man; he became a lowly 
man. Jesus became a Jew, or Nazarath. The most despised people from the most despised place. 
Christ, the King of Kings, became the lowest social class known to world, to save the world! It’s a 
beautiful picture of the incarnation.   
 

POINT 5: CHRIST HAD TO SUFFER TO BE OUR SYMPATHIZING HIGH PRIEST: LEE 

DAVIS 

 
TEXT: HEBREWS 2:17-18: LEE DAVIS 

 
17 Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might become a merciful 
and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. 18 For 
because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.   
 
EXPLANATION 5: LEE DAVIS 

In verses 17-18, the author introduces the theme of Christ being our great high priest who 
can sympathize with our sufferings because he himself suffered. Christ is not a high priest who is 
withdrawn from his people, but deeply connected.  The problem of temptation is ever present with 
fallen man. But we don’t serve a savior who is oblivious to temptation. The writer of Hebrews is 
convinced that Christ has the total ability to sympathize and help those who are being tempted and 
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suffer. It is important to note that the point is not the types of temptation that Christ experienced in 
relation to us (we are tempted in ways that a first century Christian was never tempted in), rather 
it’s the nature and form of temptation that he faced; and yet still remained sinless.   

 
We have just examined five reasons why Jesus Christ came to suffer. To quickly recap those 

points:   
1. Christ suffered for the glory of God 
2. Christ suffered for our sanctification 
3. Christ suffered to unite us to him in order to create a new family. 
4. Christ suffered to conquer death for us. 
5. Christ suffered to be our sympathizing High Priest.   

 
The question we must now ask is, how… how does this apply?   
 

APPLICATION: JASON PALMER  

For starters, if you don’t believe in who Christ is and what He has done for you, then why not 
choose to follow Him today?  
 
Secondly, for those who are already followers of Christ, how great is it to be reminded that because 
of Him, we are made holy before God? Our sins, no matter how bad they were, don’t matter now. 
Christ suffered for them and God has already paid the price for them, for us. How amazing is it to 
know that we are adopted into His family? He calls us His brothers and sisters. Some of you have no 
family members to call your own. Remember, you have the greatest Big brother ever, and the most 
loving father too. How calming is it to know that we don’t have to fear death? I know there are 
times where I think about death and start to shutter, but then I remind myself of this truth, Jesus 
has conquered death and removed its power. And lastly, how comforting is it to know that we have 
a God who can sympathize with us? He has been tempted. He has been through heartache and pain, 
just like us, yet He did so without sin. He understands us, He knows us, and He is there for us as 
well. 
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