
HEBREWS 3:1-6 

 
 

SERMON: 

DATE: Sunday, April 28 , 2019 
 
INTRODUCTION: 

 If you will, please turn your Bible to Hebrews 3:1-6. Over the last several weeks we’ve been 
on a journey through the book of Hebrews. So far we’ve seen how Christ is greater than the 
prophets, greater than the angels, greater than Adam, greater than suffering itself. Today we will 
see from Hebrews 3:1-6, how Christ is greater than Moses.   
 

For us, sitting in this room in 2019, the fact that the author would spend time writing about 
how Christ is greater than Moses may seem a bit anticlimactic. In fact, this may seem like a “no 
brainer.” However, for the Jewish Christian living in Palestine during the time of this writing, this 
would have been a provocative teaching.   

 
The flow of this mornings teaching will go as follows: 

First, we are going to read Hebrews 3:1-6. 
Second, we are going to pray, and ask God’s grace upon this time together.   
Third we are going to examine three ways that Christ is greater than Moses. Those 
three points are: 

1: Christ is a greater Priest than Moses.   
2: Christ is a greater builder than Moses.   
3: Christ is a greater fulfillment of Moses’ work.   

 
So let’s now read through the text and spend time unpacking it.   
 
SCRIPTURE: 

 
3 Therefore, holy brothers, you who share in a heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the apostle and high 
priest of our confession, 2 who was faithful to him who appointed him, just as Moses also was 
faithful in all God’s house. 3 For Jesus has been counted worthy of more glory than Moses—as much 
more glory as the builder of a house has more honor than the house itself. 4 (For every house is built 
by someone, but the builder of all things is God.) 5 Now Moses was faithful in all God’s house as a 

servant, to testify to the things that were to be spoken later, 6 but Christ is faithful over God’s 
house as a son. And we are his house, if indeed we hold fast our confidence and our boasting in 
our hope.   
 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Heb 3:1–6). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 
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PRAYER: 

 

BACKGROUND:  

Before we begin to unpack the text, that is clearly about how Christ is greater than Moses, 
we need to spend some time talking about how the veneration of Moses grew through history. I 
know, that may seem a bit contradictory, but we need to understand this in order to understand the 
author's intent in exalting Christ above  

 
During the writing of the Old Testament, the ancient Jew’s held Moses in high esteem. The 

Old Testament mentions Moses by name approximately 756 times.  Moses performed a great 
function in God’s redemptive history. Moses was the one who was born under cruel circumstances 
yet was miraculously spared and raised in Pharaoh's court. Moses received direct revelation from 
God concerning rescuing the Hebrews from Egyptain slavery. Moses received the law of God from 
the hand of God. Moses was the mediator between God and the Israelites while at Sinai; and really 
throughout all of his life. Moses received the specific dimensions of the tabernacle in which God 
was to be worshipped in. Moses was in charge of teaching people the application of the law of God. 
Moses received the instruction for the sacrificial system. Moses was in charge of certain military 
aspects of the Isralites. And so; Moses acted as a Prophet, Priest and King to the Israelite people. 
Because of the miraculous way that God used Moses in the Old Testament, the people of the OT 
held him in high regard… which is understandable and not necessarily a bad thing. 

 
During the Intertestamental Period (or the time between when the Old Testament was 

written and the coming of Christ and the writings of the New Testament) admiration and 
exaltation of Moses began to occur. “For example, in Apocryphal literature like The Wisdom of 
Solomon, the author refers to Moses as a “holy prophet” (Wis.11:1) in addition to calling him 
“servant” (Wis. 10:16). Fourth Maccabees goes further in calling Moses “our counselor” (4 Mac 9:2). 
First Enoch 89.36-38 identifies Moses as a sheep who builds a dwelling place for the other sheep, 
but must die in order to lead them to the better land. One of the more direct examples of this high 
view of Moses is found in Sirach 45:1-3. Here, the author writes: 

 
“From his descendants the Lord brought forth a man of mercy, who found favor in the sight 

of all flesh and was beloved by God and man, Moses, whose memory is blessed. He made him equal 
in glory to the holy ones (which are the angels), and made him great in the fears of his enemies. By 
his words he caused signs to cease; the Lord glorified him in the presence of kings.(RSV) (The 

Evangelical Theological Society; The Servant Motiff and Moses in Hebrews 3;1-6. Rapinchuk, Kyle).” 

Philo of Alexandra, a Jewish Philosopher and theologian who lived in Alexandria, Egypt 
during the time of Christ, wrote this concerning Moses: “I have conceived the idea of writing the 
life of Moses, who, according to the account of some persons, was the lawgiver of the Jews, but 
according to others only an interpreter of the sacred laws, the greatest and most perfect man that 
ever lived, having a desire to make his character fully known to those who ought not to remain in 
ignorance of respecting him (The Works of Philo, Part 1).” 

Philo even bestows seemingly divine qualities to Mosesby writing: “What more shall I say? 
Has he not also enjoyed an even greater communion with the Father and Creator of the universe, 

2 



being thought unworthy of being called by the same appellation? For he also was called the god and 
king of the whole nation, and he is said to have entered into the darkness where God was…”  

Because Philo was such an influential figure during the Intertestamental Period, his 
exaltation of Moses influenced many Jews in the known world. And you know what… I can 
understand how that would have happened. Think about it. During the intertestamental period 
there were 400 years where there was no prophetic word. As people began to lose hope in the 
coming Messiah, they began to venerate the prophets of the Old Testament in bestowing Messianic 
status on them. This was a way that the people found comfort during the intertestamental period. It 
was with this cultural context that the author of Hebrews wrote 3:1-6.     

POINT 1: CHRIST IS A GREATER PRIEST THAN MOSES. 

TEXT:  

3 Therefore, holy brothers, you who share in a heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the apostle and high 
priest of our confession, 2 who was faithful to him who appointed him, just as Moses also was 
faithful in all God’s house.   

EXPOSITION 1: HEBREWS 3:1-2 
Psalm 99:6 clearly teaches that Moses was a priest that ordained Aaron and his sons into the 

priesthood. Although Moses was a priest that performed priestly duties, Christ is a greater priest.   
 

The author beings Hebrews 3:1 with the word “therefore.” This word calls to remember 
what the author wrote in the previous two chapters about the supreme revelation of God through 
Jesus Christ. With this in mind, the author then addresses his audience as “holy brothers… who 
share in a heavenly calling.” The “Holy brothers… who share in the heavenly calling”, are the ones 
who have been divinely called by Christ, consecrated, and set apart for the service of God in Christ; 
which are all who have placed their faith in Christ.   
 

Throughout Scripture, the High Priest had the great task of setting apart people for the 
service of God. The High Priest would set apart a King or other Priests for God’s service. When this 
ceremony happened, the High Priest would take anointing oil, which was olive oil mixed with 
several different expensive spices, and pour the oil on the head of the one being set apart for the 
service of God. The use of anointing with oil was the act of setting the person apart for the work of 
the Lord; it was setting a person apart for a “heavenly calling.” What is awesome in Hebrews 3:1-2, 
is that Christ is our Great High Priest who consecrates and sets us apart for His heavenly calling. 
That is why the priesthood of believers is so important. When you believe on Christ, you are 
exalted to the status of a priest in Jesus’ heavenly calling; but Christ’s anointing is not with 
expensive olive oil, but with his priceless and precious blood. Christ is a greater high priest and we 
are a great priestly nation.   
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POINT 2: CHRIST WAS A GREATER BUILDER THAN MOSES 

EXPOSITION 2: HEBREWS 3:3-6 

TEXT: 

3 For Jesus has been counted worthy of more glory than Moses—as much more glory as the builder 
of a house has more honor than the house itself. 4 (For every house is built by someone, but the 
builder of all things is God.) 5 Now Moses was faithful in all God’s house as a servant, to testify to 
the things that were to be spoken later, 6 but Christ is faithful over God’s house as a son. And we 

are his house, if indeed we hold fast our confidence and our boasting in our hope.   
 
EXPOSITION 2: HEBREWS 3:3-6 

In Hebrews 3:3-6, the picture is painted of Christ being a greater builder of a greater house 
than Moses. This is an issue of status. The author is contrasting the status of Moses with the status 
of Christ. Christ is considered worthy of more glory for two reasons: 

1. Christ, not Moses, is the builder of the house. The house is later defined in verse 6 as 
the ones who faithfully believe on Christ. Throughout Jewish history, Moses was 
the one who was considered the founder of their faith; and thus should receive 
greater status than any other. Remember is was Philo of Alexandria that said that 
Moses ranked “above the holy ones (or the angels.” But in this passage, Moses is 
defined as merely being a servant in the house that Christ has established. It is 
Christ, not Moses who was the founder of this faith. Moses was merely a servant in 
Christ’s kingdom. The author is asking the question, “Why then would the house 
(or Moses) be glorified above the designer and builder of the house itself (which is 
Christ)?” Moses is clearly being defined as one who occupies the house, not the 
builder of the house and that is why Christ is worthy of more glory.   

2. Christ, not Moses, was faithful over God’s house as a son. It is clear that the author is 
wanting to drive the point that, in the Kingdom of God, Moses holds the status of a 
servant, while Christ holds the status of the Son of God. This language is painting a 
picture of an Imperial Court in which God is seated on the throne of his Multi 
Dimensional Kingdom which Christ His Son is seated at His Right Hand. This is 
why Jesus is worthy of more glory because he is of greater worth than Moses. This 
thought would have been provocative for early Jewish Christians. It is a 
restructuring of the Jewish hierarchy of patriarchs. I do want to make a quick point 
that the author of Hebrews is in no way trying to denigrate the character of Moses. 
Rather, the author is elevating the status of Christ. In regards to Moses’ character I’d 
like to make a few comments. 
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When it comes to Moses’ character, the author is careful to define it in positive terms. The 
author says that Moses was “faithful in all God’s house as a servant.” When the author is defining 
Moses’ character as “faithful”, it’s easy to equivalate that with sinless perfection. That is not what the 
author is saying. Rather the author is making the point that the life-span of Moses was marked by 
faithfulness. The ancients held to an understanding that faithfulness and struggle with sin can 
co-exist.  A person could still be considered faithful while wrestling with their sin. David is a prime 
example of this. God said of David, in 1 Samuel 13:14, that he was a “man after my own heart.” But 
David was an adulterer and murderer; yet he was still considered a man after God’s own heart. The 
reason why the two are reconciled is because the overarching theme of the life of the individual is 
what sets them apart; not necessarily the specific, momentary lapses in rebellion. David was 
considered a “man after God’s own heart,” because the span of his life was marked by a pursuit of 
God. 
 

Like David, Moses’ life was marked by a prolonged seeking of being faithful to God. Moses 
did have his flaws. Think about it: Moses killed an Egyptian soldier for beating a Hebrew slave; 
Moses committed murder… or at least man slaughter. When God called Moses to lead the Hebrews 
out of Egypt, Moses fought the calling by looking for every possible excuse to get God to call 
someone else; Moses was a coward. When the Hebrews were in the wilderness complaining of their 
need of water, Moses, out of anger, cursed the Hebrews and struck the rock, forcing water to come 
out. Because of this action, God kept him from entering the Promised Land. Moses had his flaws, 
yet an ancient writer could view the life of Moses, include all of his flaws, struggles and sins, and 
still consider him faithful because the legacy of his life was consistent with devotion to God.   
 
APPLICATION: 

On that point I’d like to make an application. We live in a culture that can often be overly 
deterministic. Here’s what I mean. We can often see a sin pattern occur in a person’s life and 
conclude that they are determined to continue to live like that for the rest of their life. It’s at this 
moment that the person will often be given a scarlet letter and considered unworthy of service in 
God’s kingdom. For example, I’m sure you’ve heard the saying, “Once a cheater, always a cheater.” I 
love the Bible in that it tears that philosophy apart. When someone says, “Once a cheater, always a 
cheater,” God comes along and says, “No.” God is all about redeeming and making right our 
fallenness. Moses was a man like us. He had his struggles, his sins, his failures, yet they didn’t define 
who he was or how God used him. Let’s not be quick to think that anyone is beyond saving and 
redeeming.   

 
Let’s now wrap up this teaching with our third and final point in how Christ is greater than 

Moses. 
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POINT 3: CHRIST IS GREATER THAN MOSES BECAUSE CHRIST FULFILLED WHAT 

MOSES TESTIFIED OF.   
 
TEXT: HEBREWS 3:5B 

5 Now Moses was faithful in all God’s house as a servant, to testify to the things that were to be 
spoken later,   

 

EXPOSITION 3: 

In verse 5b, the author of Hebrews makes a stunning point that the purpose of Moses was to 
testify of the coming of Christ. The purpose of Moses was to draw peoples attention to a coming 
Messiah who would one day redeem the people of a greater slavery; slavery to sin. But how? How 
did Jesus fulfill the things that Moses testified of? Here’s a small list I found. 

1. Jesus is the offspring of the woman spoken of in Genesis 3 that would crush the head of 
Satan (Genesis 3:15).   

2. Jesus is the Passover Lamb, as those who put their faith in His death and the blood He shed 
are rescued from the judgment that is to come. (John 3:16-18) 

3. Like the manna in the desert, Jesus is the Bread from Heaven (John 6:51) that satisfies our 
spiritual hunger and gives us life. 

4. Like the water that sprung from the rock, Jesus is the living water (John 7:37) that satisfies 
our spiritual thirst. 

5. Like the snake in the desert that was lifted up, that those who were bitten by deadly snakes 
could look upon and be saved, Jesus was lifted up so that we who have been bitten by sin can 
look upon Jesus and be saved from spiritual death. (John 3:14-15) 

6. Like the rock that was struck the first time, but should never be struck again, Jesus suffered 
once for all. (1 Peter 3:18) 

7. Jesus is the fulfillment of the life of Joseph (which Moses wrote about), which foreshadows 
Him being the beloved Son, being envied by His own, begin rejected by His own, cast down 
into the pit, resurrected, sent to a distant country where He became lord of all, and who 
then provided salvation for His own. 

8. Jesus is the Lion of the tribe of Judah: cf. Genesis 49:8ff as interpreted by Revelation 5:5 
9. Moses also said that God would raise up "a prophet like me" (Deuteronomy 18:15), and this 

is probably the clearest reference to the coming Messiah. 
 
APPLICATION: 

Let’s wrap this up with some application; it’s the question we all ask, “How does this apply to 
my life?” The point of the text is to magnify and glorify the greatness of Christ above all others. 
How does that translate to our lives? Do we cherish Christ above all others; including ourselves? Do 
we consider Christ greater than us? Greater than our best qualities, greater than our worst qualities? 
Are we about exalting Christ above our own desires? Are we about service in the Kingdom of 
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Christ or are we about building our own little kingdoms? I want to encourage you to spend a few 
moments in quiet reflection.   
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