
HEBREWS 3:7-19 

 
 

SERMON: 

DATE: Sunday, May 5, 2019 
 
INTRODUCTION: 

Last week, Lee walked through chapter 3 verses 1-6. In the sermon, we learned how Jesus is greater 
than Moses. Once again, the author of Hebrews has demonstrated how great Jesus is. Greater than 
the prophets, greater than angels, greater than mankind, greater than suffering, and now greater 
than the one that the Jews revered, Moses. We also learned how the author could have pointed out 
all of Moses’ flaws, and then compared Him to Jesus, to show us how great Jesus is, but instead he 
showed us how even all the good qualities of Moses could not even come close to matching that of 
who Jesus is. Even when compared to all the good qualities of Moses, Jesus surpasses him.   
 
Now this week, as we transition into the rest of Chapter 3, I want us to go back to that passage and 
pick up at verse 6. “But Christ is faithful over God’s house as a son. And we are his house, if indeed 

we hold fast our confidence and our boasting in our hope.” It is this last part of verse 6 that I 
want us to focus on as we begin our time today. What does the author mean when he writes “we 

are his house, if indeed we hold fast our confidence and our boasting in our hope.” It is clear 
that the recipients are considered “a part of Christ’s house. They are already believers and the author 
assumes that they are. This is a present statement for them, and it rings true for us today. They are, 
We are… Christ’s House. We all, them and us, are a part of Christ’s family, His possession, His 
inheritance. We all, them and us, are currently saved, and it all based solely on the one who 
oversees the house. That being Christ and who He is and what He has done.  It is the second part of 
this verse that causes problems for people. “If indeed we hold fast our confidence and our boasting 
in our hope.” Is it possible that if we do not hold fast our confidence and our boasting in our hope 
that we can remove ourselves from His house? There are a lot of people who read this text this way. 
It is as though one day we are a part of God’s house, then suddenly, one day we quit holding fast to 
our confidence and hope, and we remove ourselves from it. This phrase, this conditional, “If indeed 
we hold fast our confidence and our boasting in our hope” is not meant to be a stumbling block that 
makes people question their faith, but rather it is meant to help define who the people of faith really 
are. So, when we hold fast to our confidence and boast in our hope it truly shows that we are a part 
of His house. It should be obvious that the people of God are confident in their hope and boast 
about their hope in God. So, think about it like this, “you are (right now, in the present tense) the 
household of God, and the evidence of this is your persevering confidence and hope in God to the 
end.” The only illustration that I could even come up with to help clarify this point is like so.  Just 
like you might be a redneck, if  your boat has not left your driveway in 15 years. Having a boat 
parked in your driveway for 15 years doesn’t make you a redneck, it shows that you are one. So 
think of it like that, “we are his house, if indeed we hold fast our confidence and our 

boasting in our hope.” 

 

Now to make sure that the readers understand this, that they maintain their integrity and continue 
to live in terms of the promises of God, the author reminds them of  Israel’s failure in this regard, as 



set forth in Psalms 95. Psalm 95 provides the basis for the sober warning that a refusal to listen to 
God’s voice and to respond in obedience entails the tragic loss of their promised inheritance. 
Let’s Read 
 
SCRIPTURE: 

7 Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says,   
“Today, if you hear his voice,   

8  do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion,   
on the day of testing in the wilderness,   

9  where your fathers put me to the test   
and saw my works for forty years.   

10  Therefore I was provoked with that generation,   
and said, ‘They always go astray in their heart;   
they have not known my ways.’   

11  As I swore in my wrath,   
‘They shall not enter my rest.’ ”   

12 Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading you to fall away 
from the living God. 13 But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called “today,” that none of 
you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. 14 For we have come to share in Christ, if indeed we 
hold our original confidence firm to the end. 15 As it is said,   

“Today, if you hear his voice,   
do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion.”   

16 For who were those who heard and yet rebelled? Was it not all those who left Egypt led by Moses? 
17 And with whom was he provoked for forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose 
bodies fell in the wilderness? 18 And to whom did he swear that they would not enter his rest, but to 
those who were disobedient? 19 So we see that they were unable to enter because of unbelief. 
 
PRAYER: 

 

BACKGROUND:  

The first section (Heb 3:7–11) is a quotation of Ps 95:7b–11, and the second section (Heb 3:12–19) is 
a commentary on Ps 95:7b–11.  Both of these sections contain a warning. One in 3:12 and another 1

in 3:19. Together they “bracket the unit serve as a linguistic and theological frame for the covert 
command to have faith, which is expressed semantically in a conditional clause in v. 14.”    2

 
POINT 1: Don’t lose faith 

EXPOSITION 1: HEBREWS 3:7-13 
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The author of Hebrews uses Psalm 95 as a passage to warn the recipients of the consequences of 
unbelief. Psalm 95 is a Psalm that retells the story of Israel’s sin back in Numbers 13 and 14. So, to 
understand Hebrews, let’s revisit Numbers 13 and 14 to see what exactly happened. Here is a 
snapshot of what occurred. First earlier in exodus we read about how Moses, the same guy that the 
author just compared Jesus to, was used by God to free the Israelites from their bondage and slavery 
to Egypt.   

According to Num 13–14 Israel was camped at Kadesh in the Desert of Paran, on the verge 
of entering Canaan (The Promised Land). Entrance into the land was the goal of the Exodus 
and was necessary for the fulfillment of the promise. When those who had been sent into 
Canaan to explore the land brought back a bad report, however, the Israelites refused to 
enter. (Only Joshua and Caleb believed and were rewarded)They (the Israelites) rejected the 
promise through unbelief. Ps 95 recalls that their disposition incurred the wrath of God; 
Israel was refused entry into God’s promised rest because of their rebellion.  3

So, let’s think about this for a few moments. In verse 7, the Psalmist uses  the verse from Psalm 95, 
“today, if you hear His voice…” I believe that the author was very intentional about those words 
being read because what did he already tell the recipients back in Hebrews 1 in regards to God 
speaking?  

“Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, 2 but 
in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, 
through whom also he created the world.”   

So, God is still speaking to us, today, through His Son. Then what does the author say in chapter 2? 
He gave the readers their first warning found with the letter,   

“Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away 
from it.” 

Here, the author deliberately uses Psalm 95 to warn the readers again. “Today, If you hear His voice, 
do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion on the day of testing in the wilderness, where your 
fathers put me to the test and saw my works for forty years.” Moses was raised up by God, to free 
the people of God from their bondage and lead them out of slavery and into the Promised land, 
where God would be their God and they would be His people. We too, today, have one greater than 
Moses, who has freed His people from bondage to sin and is leading us out of slavery and into a 
Promised Land where God will be our God and we will be His people. Do you see what the author 
has done here in Hebrews 3? He has placed the recipients of this letter, and us today, in the same 
position as the Israelites who were being taken into the Promised land. Us, like them have been 
freed, saved from bondage to sin and this world. We have all seen the works of God and know of 
the promise ahead. Now we must persevere until we get there. So, we follow the author, the 
captain, the pioneer (Hebrews 2:10) to the promised land of God. So, in regards to this passage, The 
Christian community finds itself in a similar situation of standing immediately before the 
fulfillment of God’s promise. Think about it, we are right there at the doorstep. Just like the 
Israelites were right there, literally standing  at the front door of the promise land. In fact, some of 
the Israelites went on in and checked it out and came back telling the rest all about it. This solemn 
review of the divine response to the Exodus generation should serve to warn the Christian 
community not to emulate the unbelief of Israel at Kadesh. We must fight unbelief and persevere to 
the end.   
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POINT 2: Hold Firm and Hold Fast 

EXPOSITION 2: HEBREWS 3:14-19 

TEXT: 

14 For we have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original confidence firm to the 
end. 15 As it is said,   

“Today, if you hear his voice,   
do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion.”   

16 For who were those who heard and yet rebelled? Was it not all those who left Egypt led by 
Moses? 17 And with whom was he provoked for forty years? Was it not with those who 
sinned, whose bodies fell in the wilderness? 18 And to whom did he swear that they would 
not enter his rest, but to those who were disobedient? 19 So we see that they were unable to 
enter because of unbelief. 

Back in chapter 2 we talked about how we ought to anchor ourselves to Christ to keep us from 
drifting away. That warning is serious and just like it, we have another one here. The sin of unbelief 
is as bad as drifting, if not the same. Here is a truth nugget, if you are not anchored to Christ then 
you will not enter His promised land and rest. According to the text, who is the one that bring s the 
punishment for unbelief? Who is the one that we must fear for the sin of unbelief? Is it not God 
Himself. It isn’t satan. It isn’t the fear of being left out of the promised land that we should fear. It is 
provoking Him, the one who has made a way for us to find His promised land.  It is He that we 
ought to be afraid of. You are either anchored to Him or crushed by Him. You are either lead in to 
the promised land or left in the wilderness. God provides the means of salvation and the 
punishment for neglecting it. Now back to verse 14, “For we have come to share in Christ, if indeed 
we hold our original confidence firm to the end.”  How do we interpret this verse? It is very similar 
to verse 6. One of these crazy conditionals. Again though, this verse is not meant to strike fear into 
you. It isn’t saying hold fast to your assurance in order to become in the future a partaker of Christ. 
That is works based salvation. No, instead notice the wording carefully in verse 14. This verse 
should actually be looked at as a strong confirmation that we are on the right track. Look at the verb 
tenses! It says, "We have become partakers of Christ. This is perfect tense. How many grammar 
nerds do we have here? The perfect tense “is the verb tense used by the writer to describe a 
completed verbal action that occurred in the past but which produced a state of being or a result that 

exists in the present (in relation to the writer). The emphasis of the perfect is not the past action so 
much as it is as such but the present “state of affairs” resulting from the past action.”  So, if we have 4

become partakers of Christ then that is something that has already happened and has affected who 
we are now.  The next part of the verse says, “if we hold our assurance to the end." This condition is 
future: "If we hold fast assurance to the end." So, do you see it? The effect of this condition relates to 
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the past part, "We have become partakers of Christ." So it's clear that the point here is: hold fast to 
your assurance in order to show (prove, demonstrate) that you are a partaker of Christ. This is 
important for the believer to hear. A lot of people will look at this verse and think that one can lose 
their salvation, but that is not the point of this passage. In fact, it leads one to think the opposite. 
And for Q&A today, that is one question that we will not be discussing because chapter 6 is related 
more to that question than this passage. If anything, this passage tells us that we demonstrate our 
salvation by holding fast to the end. Just like verse 6 said, “we are his house, if indeed we hold fast 
our confidence and our boasting in our hope.” Again, “failure to hold on to one’s confidence does 
not cause one to lose salvation; it indicates that one was not truly saved in the first place.”  5

 
APPLICATION: 

So, what do we with this text. How do we hold firm and hold fast to our Lord and Savior?   
1) We take these warnings seriously. Let them be exactly that which the author intended them 

to be. Warnings of not taking our faith seriously. Daily, reminding ourselves of the gospel 
and understanding that we must keep from drifting (2:1). Daily we are to consider Jesus 
(3:1). Daily we are to fix our eyes on Him at all times (12:2). 

2) We do this together. God has given us, each other. Verse 12, “12 Take care, brothers, lest 
there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading you to fall away from the living 
God. 13 But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called “today,” that none of you may 
be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. 14 For we have come to share in Christ, if indeed we 
hold our original confidence firm to the end.” We ought to exhort one another. Call each 
other out if we see one of us starting to drift away. Pray for one another, regularly. We 
learned about spiritual warfare in Ephesians 6. The church fights together, for each other, 
for the glory of God. 

3) We remind ourselves that the one that we are anchored to, He is there with us. He is our 
high priest who can relate to us in our temptations and struggles. Hebrews 13:21 says, “20 

Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great 
shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, 21 

equip you with everything good 

that you may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus 
Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.” May we recognize the tools and 
resources that He has given us to equip us. We have His word. We have his Spirit. We have 
His bride. We have open communications with the King. Just like Jude writes, “24 Now to 
him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you blameless before the presence of 

his glory with great joy, 25 to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be 
glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen” We 
have a loving, merciful God who is able to keep us from falling away in order that we may 
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hold firm and fast to Him, so that we may enter into His promised land. Hold Firm. Hold 
Fast. Finish Well. 

 


