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SERMON: Christ is greater than the Levitical priest. 

   
DATE: Sunday, May 26, 2019 
   
INTRODUCTION: 

Good Morning. If you are visiting with us this morning we are studying the book of Hebrews.  This 
morning we will be studying Hebrews 4:14-5:10. Let’s cover a little bit of background before we get 
started.  As we have noted before,  the recipients of this letter were very well versed in the Greek 
language and very knowledgeable of the Old Testament. These Hebrew Christians were the second 
generation Christians and they were tempted to return to the religion of their fathers.  They were 
under pressure to renounce their profession of faith in Jesus as the Messiah and to return to Jewish 
customs like the animal sacrifices.  In these first four chapters, the author of Hebrews has been 
encouraging them to keep their faith and have confidence in Jesus Christ.  The Jews of this day were 
having to come to grips with some new concepts.  The Old Testament Jew mostly related to God 
the Father.  Now Jesus has come to earth as fully God and fully man.  This introduced the Godhead, 
or  the Trinity, that Jesus is the Son of God, and He was crucified and rose from the dead.  The 
author of Hebrews has been going through a step by step process reminding them that Jesus is 
superior to the Old Testament prophets, superior to the angels, and superior to Moses and Joshua. 
Now in these verses today the author is using the Old Testament to prove that Jesus is superior to 
Aaron and all the priests.  We see this first introduced in Hebrews in chapter 2:17.   

 
17 Therefore he had nto be made like his brothers in every respect, oso that he might become a 
merciful and faithful high priest pin the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of 
the people. [1] 

 
What was Aaron’s role as priest? We will go into more detail about the priest in chapter 9.  What is 
important for us today is to know that the most important duty of the high priest was to conduct 
the service on the Day of Atonement which was on the tenth day of the seventh month of every 
year.  On this day only the high priest was allowed to go behind the veil and enter the Most Holy 
Place to stand before God. The priest would have to offer a sacrifice for his sins and a sacrifice for 
the sins of the people.  The blood of the sacrifice was taken into the Holy of Holies and sprinkled on 
the mercy seat. These details are described in Leviticus 16. 
 
There are three parts to the lesson today.  First in verses 4:14-16 we see that Jesus is the great high 
priest.  In the first 4 verses of chapter 5 we will cover the Old Testament priesthood and in chapter 
5, verses 5-10 we see the priesthood of Christ. 



   
Let’s read Hebrews 4:14 – 5:10.   

Jesus the Great High Priest 

14 Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of 
God, let us hold fast our confession. 15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize 
with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. 16 

Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find 
grace to help in time of need. 
5 For every high priest chosen from among men is appointed to act on behalf of men in relation to 
God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. 2 He can deal gently with the ignorant and wayward, since 
he himself is beset with weakness. 3 Because of this he is obligated to offer sacrifice for his own sins 
just as he does for those of the people. 4 And no one takes this honor for himself, but only when 
called by God, just as Aaron was. 

5 So also Christ did not exalt himself to be made a high priest, but was appointed by him who said 
to him, 

  “You are my Son, today I have begotten you”; 

6 as he says also in another place, “You are a priest forever, after the order of Melchizedek.” 

7 In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to him 
who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverence. 8 Although he was 
a son, he learned obedience through what he suffered. 9 And being made perfect, he became the 
source of eternal salvation to all who obey him, 10 being designated by God a high priest after the 
order of Melchizedek. 
   
Let’s pray. 
   
Exposition 1:  Christ as High Priest. 

 
In this first section 4:14-16 we see Jesus as our high priest.  Let’s read verse 14 again. 

14 Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the 
Son of God, let us hold fast our confession.   

 
The words “great high priest” are repeated in the Bible for emphasis.  It speaks to the greatness of 
this high priest that is greater than Levitical priest.  This greatest high priest is Jesus, the Son of 
God.  Jesus after the crucifixion and resurrection ascended through the clouds to heaven.  Jesus 
being the son of God has entered into the presence of God, the Most Holy Place.  Aaron and the 
other priest could only go into the presence of God once a year, on the Day of Atonement.  Aaron 



could not ascend to heaven as Jesus has done. Aaron could not offer a sacrifice to pay for sin.  Only 
Jesus, the greatest high priest could ascend to heaven to the most holy place being in God’s presence. 
 
Verse 15 

15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but 
one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. 

 
The weakness mentioned here are those things that undermine our resistance to temptation.  Do 
you have a weakness?  I have a weakness, one is discouragement. I try not to let the strife of life get 
to me.  Somedays I do better than others.  Aaron as a high priest had weaknesses as well.  And it is 
these weaknesses that can cause us to yield to temptation.  Jesus born fully God and fully human, in 
his humanity  was tempted by Satan.  We have mentioned this in previous lessons.  But Jesus did 
not yield to these temptations.  Jesus was sinless.  At the same time having experienced temptation, 
Jesus can sympathize with us.   What does sympathize really mean?  The is a sympathy that leads to 
active assistance.  One commentator says it this way, 
 

“It finds expression and is embodied in the grace of forgiveness and victory over temptation 
that this High Priest ministers to those who come to God through him. His sympathetic 
help empowers us in the midst of all those inherent human limitations that make us 
vulnerable to temptation, here called “our weaknesses”. 

 
Jesus empowers us to overcome our temptation.  Aaron could not do this.  Aaron was human and 
subject to temptation as we are and he had a sin nature just as we do.  He could not offer this level of 
help.  Only Jesus the Son of God could do this.   
 

Verse 16 
16 Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy 
and find grace to help in time of need. 
 

In the introduction we covered how Aaron would go behind the veil to sprinkle the blood of the 
sacrifices on the mercy seat.  It is through our great high priest Jesus, the Son of God, who 
sympathizes with us in our weakness and who has entered in heaven, the holy place, and if we 
belong to Him, we know we can experience grace and mercy and help when we need it.   The 
author is encouraging the second generation Hebrew Christians in the midst of persecution to hold 
fast to their faith and experience grace and mercy.   
   
 
 
 



 Exposition 2:  The Old Testament priesthood 

 
In these first ten verses in Chapter 5 there is a comparison of the Old Testament priest with the 
priesthood of Christ. The first four verses are about the Old Testament priesthood.  Verses 5-10 are 
about the priesthood of Christ. 
 
Let’s read the first four verses of Chapter 5 again.   
 

5 For every high priest chosen from among men is appointed to act on behalf of men in 
relation to God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. 2 He can deal gently with the ignorant 
and wayward, since he himself is beset with weakness. 3 Because of this he is obligated to 
offer sacrifice for his own sins just as he does for those of the people. 4 And no one takes this 
honor for himself, but only when called by God, just as Aaron was. 

   
Verse 1 
For every high priest chosen from among men is appointed to act on behalf of men in 
relation to God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins 

   
The idea of the Messiah being a high priest was new to the Hebrews.  They did not see the Messiah 
performing any priestly duties.  This did not fit with their concept of priesthood.  The high priest 
was one of the people.  The high priest was chosen from men to act on the behalf of men in their 
relationship with God  The high priest did this through the gifts and sacrifices. 
   

Verse 2 
2 He can deal gently with the ignorant and wayward, since he himself is beset with weakness. 

   
In these next three verses we will see four ways the Aaronic priests were compared with priesthood 
of Jesus.  First, the priest had no ability to deliver the people from sin.  The word in the Greek for 
ignorant means unaware, not to know, or failed to understand.  This group of people sinned 
because they did not know or understand.  The word wayward in the Greek means to be misled or 
deceived.  This group of people were led or deceived into sin.  The priest was to deal gently with 
these people.  He must be careful not to become irritated or indulge the sin. The priest had no 
ability to deliver them from sin, he could only deal with them gently.   
   
Here in the second half of verse 2 is the second reason, “since he himself is beset with weakness.” 
The weakness described here is moral weakness which makes men capable of sinning. The priests 
were sinners.  They had to watch their responses because they also had a sinful nature.   
   

 



Verse 3 
3 Because of this he is obligated to offer sacrifice for his own sins just as he does for those of 
the people. 

   
The third comparison is that the high priest had to make an offering for himself, for his own sin. 
The priest was under a moral obligation to offer two sacrifices, one for himself (and his house) and 
the second  for the people. 
   

Verse 4 
4 And no one takes this honor for himself, but only when called by God, just as Aaron was. 

   
The word honor means respect.  It was unusual at this time to refer to the high priesthood with 
respect.  The wording may indicate the anticipation that Christ is the new high priest which will 
have honor.  The word “called” means to be called or summoned to a task.  The priesthood is a 
divine vocation, not merely a human institution. The high priest was not self-appointed.  The high 
priest was called to the position of being the high priest by God. 
   
Let’s recap.  The Old Testament priest 
1)   Could not deliver anyone from sin 
2)   Had a sin nature 
3)   Had to offer a sacrifice for their sin and the sin of their house 
4)   Were called by God 
   
 
 
Exposition 3:  The Priesthood of Christ 

 

 Now with verses 5-10 we transition to the priesthood of Christ.  Let’s read verses 5 and 6 together. 
 
Verse 5 
5 So also Christ did not exalt himself to be made a high priest, but was appointed by him 

who said to him, “You are my Son, today I have begotten you”;  6 as he says also in another 
place, “You are a priest forever, after the order of Melchizedek.” 

 
We just read that the Old Testament priests were called by God.  Here we see that Christ did not 
appoint himself as high priest either.  God called Christ to the position of high priest as He did with 
the Old Testament priests. The difference is that Christ is the Son of God.  The reference here “he 
says also in another place” does not mean that the author does not recall the location of the verse. 



As with similar wording in previous chapters, the Hebrews would have been familiar with this 
reference.   Verse 6 is a quote from Ps. 110: 4.   

     
 4       The LORD has sworn  and will not change his mind, “You are a priest forever  
      after the order of Melchizedek.”   
 
 

This prophetically points to Christ as the high priest after the order of Melchizedek.   We will talk 
more about Melchizedek in verse 10.  Another distinction from the Old Testament priest is that 
Christ is the high priest forever.  During Christ’s ministry on earth He was the high priest that was 
without sin.  The Old Testament priest had a sinful nature.  They had to offer sacrifices for their sin 
and the sins of the people.  In Christ’s priesthood, Jesus was the sacrifice for our sins. Through His 
death and resurrection, he paid the penalty for our sins.  Now Jesus is in heaven where He entered 
into the fullness the office of high priest by being at the right hand of God, the most holy place.   
 

Verse 7 
7 In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, 
to him who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverence. 

 
Of what does this remind you?  Gethsemane, the agony of Christ in the garden. After some studying 
it seems other people thought this as well.  However, this seems to be unlikely for a few reason.  If 
the author wanted to reference the evening in the garden he would have made an unmistakable 
reference.  It would not be as vague as this.  Secondly, the wording does not parallel to the wording 
in the gospels.  Thirdly, would the author reference this one specific case for the Hebrews.  It seems 
this should be taken more general than the Garden of Gethsemane.  Some suggest this should 
represent more of the total ministry of Christ. 
 
Now what about the wording?  The phrase “to him who was able to save him from death”, would 
Jesus pray to be saved from a physical death?  If so, His prayer was not answered.  The wording is 
difficult to resolve through linguistics.  The NIC and Word Biblical Commentaries suggest the best 
interpretation is “godly fear”.  The NIC says, “ “Godly fear” is admirably suited to the context because 
it is an apt way of referring to the Son’s obedience resulting from his utter dependence on God. The 
incarnate Son’s life of God-honoring obedience culminating in and offered up by his death was his 
self-offering. It was also the reason God gave his offering ultimate acceptance—“he was heard.” God 
confirmed that he had heard and accepted the Son’s offering by inviting the Son to sit down at his 
right hand”.   
 

Verse 8 
 8 Although he was a son, he learned obedience through what he suffered. 



 
In John 8:29 Jesus says, And he who sent me is with me.  He has not left me alone, for I always do 
the things that are pleasing to him. 
 
Jesus did not need to learn obedience.  He always did what pleased  God the Father.  Jesus, the Son 
of God only needed to be obedient to God the Father.  Jesus experienced obedience on earth 
through His ministry including the crucifixion.  Through His suffering He experienced the fullness 
of obedience by offering His life.   
   

Verses 9 and 10 

9 And being made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation to all who obey him, 10 

being designated by God a high priest after the order of Melchizedek. 

   

The word “perfect” is the translation of teleios (τελειος). The idea is the bringing of a person or 
thing to the goal fixed by God. The Son is perfected through the earthly obedience and self-offering. 
To all of those who obey Him, it is through His death that our salvation is made available.   
   
Again, we see the phrase the “a high priest after the order of Melchizedek.”  Jesus is the new High 
Priest after the order of Melchizedek.  Melchizedek is a different order of priest, separate from the 
Levitical priesthood.  He is mentioned in Genesis 14.  We are not going to read that today. This 
same phrase “a high priest after the order of Melchizedek.” is mentioned again in chapter 6:20. In 
chapter 7 the end of the Old Testament priesthood will be justified and the supremacy of the new 
priesthood in Christ will be explained.  There is more to come on Melchizedek.  To say any more 
about Melchizedek would steal the lesson in chapter 7. 
   
 Conclusion 

In closing let’s consider the idea of obedience, suffering and perfection.  Aaron, only once a year had 
the privilege of going into the holy of holies to be in God’s presence.   Jesus when He was on earth 
was obedient to God the Father in every way.  Jesus completed everything God asked him to do. 
Jesus was obedient to the crucifixion and resurrection.  Jesus offered his life as an offering for us 
replacing and ending the Old Testament sacrifices.  In doing so Jesus provided a way for our 
salvation through Him.  We too must be obedient.  We must accept this offering and the provision 
He made for us to be in heaven.  In our acceptance and surrender to Christ does it mean we will be 
without suffering?  No.  In my family we have been talking about the amount of suffering that is 
going on in our body.  It seems in the last few months we have had several illnesses among us.  We 
have prayed for all of them and walked part of the journey with most. I really don’t like to suffer. Is 
there a purpose for this suffering?  Yes.  In our suffering we turn to God the most.  We become 



more dependent on him.  It is in those moments of not knowing what is next that we truly learn to 
trust for the next single step through faith.  In my spiritual journey, my faith with God has grown 
through a series of singular steps of faith.  But when you link all the steps together you can see God’s 
plan, God’s provision, and God’s grace and mercy.  Christ is the great high priest.  He did not have 
the fullness of the office of priest until he ascended to heaven to the right hand of God where He 
entered in the Holy of Holies, God’s presence. Through the Holy Spirit we can experience God 
every day.  What a blessing and privilege it is to be on this side of the cross.  Someday our work on 
this earth will be complete and for those who have accepted Christ’s offering and provision of 
salvation will have the privilege of being in God’s presence.  And there we will experience God’s 
eternal rest.   
 
Let’s pray.   
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