
HEBREWS 6:4-12 
 

SERMON: 

DATE: Sunday, June 2, 2019 
 
INTRODUCTION: 

If you have your Bible, I’d like for you to turn to Hebrews 6:4-12. This 
morning we’re taking a look at 8 verses that have proven to be some of the most 
controversial verses in Christian history. For many people, this passage has conjured 
up feelings of fear, inadequacy and even great anxiety. If you happen to feel that way 
during this message, please, just hold on until the end. Don’t give up in midstream. If 
you stick with me until the end, I am sure that you will find comfort. Let’s spend 
some time reading the passage and pray that God’s grace be on this time as we learn 
from His word.   
 
TEXT:  
 4 For it is impossible, in the case of those who have once been enlightened, who have 
tasted the heavenly gift, and have shared in the Holy Spirit, 5 and have tasted the 
goodness of the word of God and the powers of the age to come, 6 and then have 
fallen away, to restore them again to repentance, since they are crucifying once again 
the Son of God to their own harm and holding him up to contempt. 7 For land that 
has drunk the rain that often falls on it, and produces a crop useful to those for whose 
sake it is cultivated, receives a blessing from God. 8 But if it bears thorns and thistles, 
it is worthless and near to being cursed, and its end is to be burned.   
9 Though we speak in this way, yet in your case, beloved, we feel sure of better 
things—things that belong to salvation. 10 For God is not unjust so as to overlook your 
work and the love that you have shown for his name in serving the saints, as you still 
do. 11 And we desire each one of you to show the same earnestness to have the full 
assurance of hope until the end, 12 so that you may not be sluggish, but imitators of 
those who through faith and patience inherit the promises.   
 
 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Heb 6:3–12). Wheaton, IL: Crossway 
Bibles. 
 
PRAYER: 
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EXPOSITION 1: HEBREWS 6:4-6 

In verses 4-6, the author wrote some of the most intense, sobering and 
terrifying words in the entire New Testament, “For it is impossible, in the case of 
those who have once been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, and have 
shared in the Holy Spirit, 5 and have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the 
powers of the age to come, 6 and then have fallen away, to restore them again to 
repentance…”  
 

Take a moment and feel the weight of this text. The author is extremely 
serious about what he’s writing. There is nothing comical about what the author 
wrote, and due to the serious nature of this text, we should carefully examine it in 
order to understand what the author is getting at. If you’re anything like me, these 
three verses immediately raised several questions: “Is it possible for a true Christian to 
fall away from the faith and lose their salvation? Do these two verses challenge the 
Doctrine of eternal security for the believer? Is the sin of apostasy (the sin of turning 
away from the faith) unforgivable?” These are serious questions that need serious 
consideration.   
 

In these three verses, the author uses four participles to describe the life of the 
individual prior to their becoming apostate: enlightened, tasted the heavenly gift, 
shared in the Holy Spirit and tasted the goodness of the word of God. Based on the 
use of these four participles, the original audience would have assumed that the 
author was describing a follower of Christ. The term “enlightened” is in reference to 
the work Christ performs in invading the darkness of an individual and enlightening 
the mind to salvation. We see the same word used in Ephesians 1:18 used to describe 
salvation. “18 having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is 
the hope to which he has called you…”  
 

The term “taste” represents someone who has experienced the salvation of 
Christ. Some have assumed that the use of the word “taste” does not signify a true 
believer, but someone who has “sampled” the faith (like sampling a piece of food), but 
not truly experienced the faith (like experiencing the entire meal). For example, A.W. 
Pink strongly emphasizes the difference between tasting and eating, and concludes 
that those who have only “tasted” were not truly converted. The problem with this 
idea is that it fails to take into account the Hebraic use of the term “taste.” For the 
Hebrew, the term “taste” was actually synonymous with the term “experience.” For 
example, in Hebrews 2:9, the author says that Jesus, “tasted” death for us. Jesus didn’t 
merely “sample” death for us, but fully experienced it.   
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So the question rises, who is the author describing in Hebrews 6:4-6? Pastor 
and Theologian Albert Barnes said that, “this is not language which can properly be 
applied to any one but a true Christian.” It is clear that the individual that the author 
of Hebrews is writing about is a Christian.   

 
If I were to stop right here, we could draw some devastating conclusions. We 

could conclude that a true Christian can commit apostasy and lose their salvation. 
The result is that there is no such thing as eternal security. However, the rest of 
Scripture emphatically teaches the opposite; that the true believer has eternal security.   
 

Jesus Christ himself said in John 10:28-30, “28 I give them eternal life, and they 
will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has 
given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the 
Father’s hand. 30 I and the Father are one.” Christ also said in John 3:15-16, “whoever 
believes in him may have eternal life. For God so loved the world that He gave His 
only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.” The 
Apostle Paul wrote in Ephesians 4:30 that all believers are “sealed for the day of 
redemption.” Paul also wrote in Romans 8:38-39, “38 For I am sure that neither death 
nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 

nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Paul also wrote in Philippians 1:6, “6 

And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to 
completion at the day of Jesus Christ.”   

 
If Paul is correct in Romans 8:39, and nothing in all creation can separate us 

from the love of God in Christ, how do we reconcile the sin apostasy in Hebrews 
6:4-6 with Romans 8:39? Do we have a contradiction?  

 
We remedy the situation by understanding what Hebrews 6:4-6 is: a warning. 

These three verses are a hypothetical warning for the believer. This warning, like the 
previous two warnings in Hebrews, is used to sober Christians to deeply consider 
their faith. This warning is a method God uses to effectively cause his children to 
persevere. A true Christian can never truly commit the sin of apostasy. God will keep 
his children from this sin. This then raises another question. Does a hypothetical 
impossibility (this warning) nullify the need for the warning? No. An impossibility 
doesn’t nullify the theoretical possibility. The theoretical possibility of something 
happening should motivate us to avoid it. We actually do this all the time. Think 
about the proverbial child playing in the busy road.  That child may NEVER play in 
the busy road, never be placed in that situation, and always preserved by their parents 
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to ever being exposed to playing in the road, yet, the warning from the parents were 
still sure and legitimate.   

 
In verses 7-8 the author uses an illustration to address two closely related 

individuals within the church organization, the true Christian, and the false 
Christian. This illustration goes to help answer another question that is often raised, 
“What about those people who grow up in Church, who make the “good confession,” 
who were baptized, who were active in the church, and are now not practicing their 
faith; are they apostate?” This question has to deal with the perseverance of the saints.   
 
EXPOSITION 2: HEBREWS 6:7-8 

7 For land that has drunk the rain that often falls on it, and produces a crop useful to 
those for whose sake it is cultivated, receives a blessing from God. 8 But if it bears 
thorns and thistles, it is worthless and near to being cursed, and its end is to be 
burned.   
 

In verses 7-8, the author uses a farming analogy to describe two different types 
of individuals. Both individuals drink the same rain, yet one produces a good crop 
while the other produces thorns and thistles. The author is saying that there are 
people in the church who will hear the same message, appear to possess the same 
salvation, and yet one will persevere in the faith and produce good spiritual fruit, 
while the other will not preserve and produce thornes. In the end, that second 
individual will not be reconciled to God through Christ.   
 

This passage is very reminiscent of the Parable of the Sower that Christ taught 
in Matthew 13:1-23, Mark 4:1-20 and Luke 8:4-15. This is a sobering reality that we 
must all deal with. There are people in the church who may be members of the 
organization, attend the Bible Studies, go on the mission trips, pray the prayers, sing 
songs, listen to the preaching of the word, but are not true members of the family of 
Christ. 1 John 2:19 talks about this problem,  “19 They went out from us, but they were 
not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have continued with us. But they 
went out, that it might become plain that they all are not of us.” 
 

One of the greatest biblical examples of such an individual was Judas. Judas 
abandoned all he had and all he knew to follow Jesus. Judas was enlightened by the 
hearing of Jesus’ teaching. Judas tasted the heavenly gifts. Judas shared in the Holy 
Spirit. I’m sure that Judas himself even preached and declared the truth of who Jesus 
was. However, we know that Judas proved himself reprobate and unbelieving. 
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Externally, Judas seemed to be a follower of Christ, yet he never truly was a follower 
of Christ.   

 
I must tell you that I have seen this occur in the church more times than I’d like 

to admit. I’ve known many, many, people who have sat under the same preaching, 
practiced the same Christian acts, and now they describe their Christian experience as 
a “phase” and they have “moved passed Christianity now.” Based on the fact that God 
grants his true children perseverance, we can assume that these individuals were 
never truly believers.   

 
I’m not talking about the individual who is wrestling with a besetting sin that 

hinders their walk. We’ve all experienced seasons in our lives where we have 
struggled with a sin that kept us from experiencing fullness in our walk with Christ. 
I’m not talking about that… I’m talking about the individual who says they are done 
with Christ.   

 
The irony of this passage is that the people who experienced the faith, and now 

have abandoned it are doubly guilty. They are guilty of apostasy and of not being 
truly regenerate.   

 
This scenario that is given now causes us to ask another question, “Are those 

who experience portions of Christ, who after time proved not to be in the faith, who 
ended up abandoning their faith, ever be reconciled back to Christ?” Well, 
unfortunately the answer given in this text is NO. But what does NO mean? We 
know that NO can mean several different things. Biblical Scholar FF Bruce answered 
this question this way, “Those who have shared the covenant privileges of the people 
of God, and then deliberately renounce them, are the most difficult people of all to 
reclaim for the faith. It is indeed impossible to reclaim them, says our author. We 
know, of course, that nothing of this sort is ultimately impossible for the grace of 
God, but as a matter of human experience the reclamation of such people is, 
practically speaking, impossible. People are frequently immunized against a disease by 
being inoculated with a mild form of it, or with a related but milder disease. And in 
the spiritual realm, experience suggests that it is possible to be “immunized against 
Christianty by being inoculated with something which, for the time being, looks so 
like the real things that it is generally mistaken for it.” So, in theological sense, a 
person who has committed apostasy can of course be reconciled back to Christ, for 
Christ is never beyond the power to do such a wonderful act; however, in the 
practical sense that the author is speaking, it is highly unlikely.   
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Like I mentioned earlier, the truly saved persevere in the faith. God grants 
them the gift of perseverance. That does not mean perfection. It also doesn’t mean 
seasons of temptation and struggle. That does not mean that you won’t question your 
own faith at times. That does not mean that, at times, you won’t struggle with the 
exclusivity of Christ. What it does mean is that the span of the life of a true believer is 
marked by perseverance. If you find yourself in those seasons of struggle, make sure 
you surround yourself with individuals who can speak the truth of the gospel into 
your life, so you won’t flounder too long. When you do that, you are marked by 
perseverance. Perseverance is the final word of encouragement that the author gives 
to his reader in verses 9-12.   

 
EXPOSITION 3: HEBREWS 6:9-12 

9 Though we speak in this way, yet in your case, beloved, we feel sure of better 
things—things that belong to salvation. 10 For God is not unjust so as to overlook your 
work and the love that you have shown for his name in serving the saints, as you still 
do. 11 And we desire each one of you to show the same earnestness to have the full 
assurance of hope until the end, 12 so that you may not be sluggish, but imitators of 
those who through faith and patience inherit the promises.   
 

The author begins verse 9 with hopeful words of comfort. The author is quick 
to let his readers know that he does NOT believe them to be apostate, or even 
potential apostates. He feels sure of their salvation and wants to encourage them to 
take comfort in that.   
 

In verse 10, he is quick to remind them that God will not overlook their 
earnest service to the saints. He doesn’t paint the picture of God being unsympathetic, 
distant or indifferent to their service, but rather that he is personally acquainted with 
their work and He is pleased by it.   

 
The author then concludes verse 12 with an interesting encouragement. He 

encourages his audience to persevere in the faith by imitating the life and practices of 
previous saints who persevered to the end. Isn’t that interesting? He calls his readers 
to remember the saints who lived in perseverance and imitate their life. He wasn’t 
calling his reader to idolize previous saints, rather to learn from their lives and, if it 
was marked by perseverance, imitate it. The life of a Christian is the life of a student. 
That’s what a disciple is; a student. We are constantly learning from Scripture, and 
the lives of persevering saints.   
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After graduating College, I went to Southeastern Seminary to get my Masters 
in Biblical Counseling. My first semester at Southeastern, I signed up for Church 
History with Dr. Hogg. Dr. Hogg was a brilliant individual who was passionate about 
Church History; a passion that I did not share. So, I spent my entire first semester 
sitting through his class, asking the same question, “Why do I have to take Church 
History? It has nothing to do with Biblical Counseling.” Well, God has a sense of 
humor. When I had that anxiety breakdown from my pride, remember me telling 
you guys about that a few months back? During that time, my counselor Dr. Williams 
asked me if I ever read any Church History? I said, “Yeah, I’ve read my fair share.” He 
then handed me a print out from a book that St. Augustine wrote. He then said, “read 
this, now that you don’t have to focus on the grade, and tell me what you think.” I 
read Augustine and became hooked! It was as if Augustine was speaking right to me! 
One statement that stood out to me that Augustine wrote was, “I have received 

gifts and blessings, but if it weren’t for suffering and humiliation in my life, I’d be 
so proud I’d go right to Hell. Suffering keeps us humble and continually calling on 
God.” The life of this dear saint served me in my suffering, and still does to this day. 
We must be students of the Bible and of saints of old.   

 
CONCLUSION: 

We’ve traveled a long way this morning. If you’re anything like me, you’ll 
forget 90% of this before you get to your car… maybe that’s just how I am. If there is 
anything that we can remember from this morning, let’s remember to constantly be 
about pursuing and persevering in Christ. Be a student of Christ, of the Bible and of 
the Saints of old.   
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