
HEBREWS 7:1-10 
 

SERMON: 

DATE: Sunday, June 23, 2019 
 
INTRODUCTION: 

Last week we finished up Hebrews chapter 6 and focussed on the assurance of God 
based on the promises of God and the oath of God in particular with Abraham. If God 
says that He is going to do something, then we can trust that He will do it. In verses 
19-20, we read the following,   

 “We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters 
into the inner place behind the curtain, 20 where Jesus has gone as a forerunner 
on our behalf, having become a high priest forever after the order of 
Melchizedek.”   

This is picking back up with the train of thought found in chapter 5, where the 
author of Hebrews was beginning to talk about Jesus as High priest: 

For every high priest chosen from among men is appointed to act on behalf of 
men in relation to God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. 2 He can deal gently 
with the ignorant and wayward, since he himself is beset with weakness. 3 

Because of this he is obligated to offer sacrifice for his own sins just as he does 
for those of the people. 4 And no one takes this honor for himself, but only 
when called by God, just as Aaron was.   
5 So also Christ did not exalt himself to be made a high priest, but was 
appointed by him who said to him,   

“You are my Son,   
today I have begotten you”;   

6 as he says also in another place,   
“You are a priest forever,   

after the order of Melchizedek.”   
7 In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud 
cries and tears, to him who was able to save him from death, and he was heard 
because of his reverence. 8 Although he was a son, he learned obedience 
through what he suffered. 9 And being made perfect, he became the source of 
eternal salvation to all who obey him, 10 being designated by God a high priest 
after the order of Melchizedek.   

 
If you remember, it was here, the next verse, that the author turned his attention to 
the warning found in 5:11-6:12…..”About this we have much to say, and it is hard to 



explain, since you have become dull of hearing…” So, now that we have finished with 
the warning, let’s get back to the point that the author of Hebrews is trying to get 
across in regards to Jesus being a High Priest. 
 
TODAY’S TEXT: Hebrews 7:1-10 

For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, met Abraham 
returning from the slaughter of the kings and blessed him, 2 and to him Abraham 
apportioned a tenth part of everything. He is first, by translation of his name, king of 
righteousness, and then he is also king of Salem, that is, king of peace. 3 He is without 
father or mother or genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but 
resembling the Son of God he continues a priest forever.   
4 See how great this man was to whom Abraham the patriarch gave a tenth of the 
spoils! 5 And those descendants of Levi who receive the priestly office have a 
commandment in the law to take tithes from the people, that is, from their brothers, 
though these also are descended from Abraham. 6 But this man who does not have his 
descent from them received tithes from Abraham and blessed him who had the 
promises. 7 It is beyond dispute that the inferior is blessed by the superior. 8 In the one 
case tithes are received by mortal men, but in the other case, by one of whom it is 
testified that he lives. 9 One might even say that Levi himself, who receives tithes, paid 
tithes through Abraham, 10 for he was still in the loins of his ancestor when 
Melchizedek met him.   
 
PRAYER: 

 

EXPOSITION 1: HEBREWS 7:1-10 Who is Melchizedek? What do we know 

about this man? 

There are many theories as to who this man is. Some extra biblical speculations were 
that he was an angel. Some thought he was Michael. Some thought him to be Shem, 
Noah’s son. “Josephus refers briefly to Melchizedek as the first priest of God and 
asserts that he built a temple in Jerusalem and that he persuaded Abraham to accept 
gifts from the king of Sodom (Ant. 1.180–91; J. W. 6.438).”  There is some credence 1

here because He was the King of Salem, which is where most believe to be Jerusalem 

today. For us today, we will learn about Melchizedek only through the lens of 
scripture.  Like one commentator wrote, “In Hebrews Melchizedek is not a redeemer, 
and he performs no saving act. He is a historical figure who serves as a precedent for a 
priesthood not based on lineage or law. It is possible that the writer of Hebrews was 

1  Lane, W. L. (1991). Hebrews 1–8 (Vol. 47A, p. 162). Dallas: Word, Incorporated. 
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aware of and stood critically against some of the traditions concerning Melchizedek, 
but it is now impossible to specify which traditions the writer may have known. His 
development of Melchizedek is essentially independent from extrabiblical ideas. It is 
derived from Gen 14:17–20, which has been approached typologically from the 
perspective of Ps 110:4.”  So, let us begin by going first to Genesis 14:17-20 first and 2

read about this man’s introduction in scripture. 
 
SCRIPTURE READING: 

Genesis 14:17-20 

17 After his return from the defeat of Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with 
him, the king of Sodom went out to meet him at the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the 
King’s Valley). 18 And Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine. (He 
was priest of God Most High.) 19 And he blessed him and said,   

“Blessed be Abram by God Most High,   
Possessor of heaven and earth;   

20  and blessed be God Most High,   
who has delivered your enemies into your hand!”   
And Abram gave him a tenth of everything. 21 And the king of Sodom said to Abram, 
“Give me the persons, but take the goods for yourself.” 22 But Abram said to the king 
of Sodom, “I have lifted my hand to the Lord, God Most High, Possessor of heaven 
and earth, 23 that I would not take a thread or a sandal strap or anything that is yours, 
lest you should say, ‘I have made Abram rich.’ 24 I will take nothing but what the 
young men have eaten, and the share of the men who went with me. Let Aner, 
Eshcol, and Mamre take their share.”   
 

Background on this passage. In the previous section, before this passage, you can 
read about a war among kings. Two coalitions of kings were formed and they had a 
big war. Abram, who was in the region, did not initially take part in war, but the 
outcome of the war dragged him into their fight. King Kedorlaomer defeated Sodom, 
with the help of some tar pits, and captured Lot. This upset Abram, for Lot was his 
nephew, and messing with Lot was messing with Abram and so, Abram got pulled 
into the fight. This moment established the military setting for the growing stature of 
Abram as a formidable figure in the region. In verses 14-16 we read what Abram did.   

 14 When Abram heard that his relative had been taken captive, he called out 
the 318 trained men born in his household and went in pursuit as far as Dan. 15 

During the night Abram divided his men to attack them and he routed them, 

2  Lane, W. L. (1991). Hebrews 1–8 (Vol. 47A, pp. 162–163). Dallas: Word, 
Incorporated. 
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pursuing them as far as Hobah, north of Damascus. 16 He recovered all the 
goods and brought back his relative Lot and his possessions, together with the 
women and the other people. 

It was on their return from victory that the king of Sodom, the one who had recently 
been defeated by Kedorlaomer, came out to meet Abram. At the same time, 
Melchizedek the King of Salem, Jerusalem, which was close by, brought out bread 
and wine to Abram and blessed him.   

From this very first introduction we learn a lot about Melchizedek. One, he is 
not like the other kings. He didn’t come out to take and conquer, but to bless. 
Compare Melchizedek to the King of Sodom. King of Sodom came out to take. 
Melchizedek came out to give. He brings a gift of bread and wine, then follows that 
up with the giving of a blessing.   

What else do we learn about Melchizedek? Two, he is introduced as the Priest 
of the God most high. He is not of Abram’s descent, so he is not Jewish, and yet he is 
a priest of God. See it? Melchizedek is a Canaanite who worships and serves God. 
God chose him to be a priest! Three, notice his titles. His name literally means, the 
King of Righteousness. He is also the King of Salem, which means King of Peace. So, 
Melchizedek is a king and priest. Remember this point when we get to Psalm 110. 
Four, he receives a tithe from Abraham. The great Abraham, father of Judaism, the 
one we just learned about last week, the one Jews revered gave this Canaanite, 
priestly king, an offering. This is a big deal for the Jews because the only ones that 
received tithes in Judaism would have been the priests, and the priests came from the 
tribe of Levi. No, non-jewish priest would be given a tithe from a Jewish man. So, do 
you see it? There is another priesthood that precedes Aaron and the levites that the 
Jews have to reckon with. A priesthood that is older and greater than Judaism itself. 
Back in Hebrews 7, the author wants to show his Jewish readers that the priesthood 
of Melchizedek is a legitimate priesthood and is greater than the Levitical priesthood 
that the Jews believed in. Why? Because earlier, he wrote about how Jesus is our 
great high priest. Do you see a problem with that statement, Jesus is our great High 
Priest? Jesus is not of the tribe of Levi, the tribe that the priests come from. Jesus 
came from Judah, they are not the priests. In order to be a Jewish priest, especially a 
high priest, you would need to be born in the tribe of Levi. Jesus was not. So, the 
author of Hebrews wants to show that there is another priestly line that is even 
greater than the Levitical line. Look back at chapter 5. 

Five, looking back at Hebrews 7:3. The author writes the following about 
Melchizedek, “He is without father or mother or genealogy, having neither beginning 
of days nor end of life, but resembling the Son of God he continues a priest forever.” 
There is no genealogy found on this man. He disappears as quickly as he appears, and 
this statement made by the author of Hebrews is quite interesting. Some people want 



to make the case that Melchizedek had no beginning nor end, and just like Jesus, he is 
eternal. In fact, some want to say that Melchizedek is the preincarnate Christ. 
Literally, Jesus in the Old Testament. I used to go back and forth on this idea. Is 
Melchizedek Christ or not? What I have come to believe is that he is not. Like one 
commentator wrote, “The silence of Scripture concerning Melchizedek’s parents and 
family line is stressed by the writer to amplify the concept of the uniqueness of his 
priesthood, and not as a proof of that uniqueness (cf. Horton, 159–60). It implies that 
Melchizedek’s priesthood was not established upon the external circumstances of 
birth and descent. It was based on the call of God and not on the hereditary process 
by which the Levitical priesthood was sustained (cf. 5:5–6; 7:14). Without a recorded 
priestly genealogy, Melchizedek could not have qualified for Levitical priesthood. 
Nevertheless, this man was priest of God Most High, and Abraham recognized his 
dignity.”  Also, by showing that Melchizedek had no genealogy symbolically shows 3

that his priesthood is eternal. It has no real beginning or end like the Levitical 
priesthood. So again, Melchizedek’s priesthood is different than the levitical 
priesthood. “Melchizedek’s sudden appearance and equally sudden disappearance 
from recorded history evoked the notion of eternity, which was only prefigured in 
Melchizedek but was realized in Christ. Consequently, Melchizedek foreshadows the 
priesthood of Christ at that point where it is most fundamentally different from the 
Levitical priesthood.”  This is important for us to understand. Melchizedek was an 4

old testament prototype, before Israel existed, before the levitical priesthood and law 
were developed, an example of Christ in his priesthood was seen in Melchizedek, and 
though this be true, it is important to realize that this man was not Christ Himself. 
Melchizedek was used for prophetic purposes, not salvific. This is how David 
understood Melchizedek when he wrote Psalm 110:4. 

   
SCRIPTURE READING  

Psalm 110:4 

4  The Lord has sworn  
and will not change his mind,   

“You are a priest forever  
after the order of Melchizedek.”   
 

 David pens this Psalm looking towards the future. A day when a priestly king shall 
reign. A role that David knew he could not accomplish. “Psalm 110 is oriented toward 
the future, ideal king who will be a priest as well, (like Melchizedk), a role David’s 

3  Lane, W. L. (1991). Hebrews 1–8 (Vol. 47A, p. 166). Dallas: Word, Incorporated. 
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lineage could not fulfill until the coming of the Messiah, who unites the two 
functions. David’s “Lord” (ʾ adōnî, “my Lord”) was the Messiah as understood by 

Jesus (Matt 22:41–46 pars.) and the apostles (Acts 2:34–35; 5:31; Rom 8:34; Heb 
1:13; 10:12–13).”    5

 
CONCLUSION: HEBREWS 7:1-10 

And that is it, that is all that the Bible says about Melchizedek. That is until you come 
to Hebrews. Hebrews 5:6, 10; 6:20; 7:1, 10, 11, 15, 17 all make mention of 
Melchizedek. The author of Hebrews speaks of him frequently over the span of 3 
chapters. In chapter 7:1-10, the author’s purpose is to show that Melchizedek’s 
priesthood is greater than the levitical one. So much so, the author of Hebrews says 
that since the levites would come from the offspring of Abraham, they too tithed to 
Melchizedek via Abram’s tithe. Melchizedek didn’t tithe to them, but they to him. 
Clearly, Melchizedek’s priesthood, unique as it is, is greater than the Levitical one and 
in next week’s verses 11-28, the author will use Psalm 110:4 as the basis to support 
this. So, next week be prepared to learn more about how the author establishes the 
eternality of Christ’s priesthood through the example of Melchizedek. While you 
prepare for next week’s message, answer these 3 questions.   

1) Why is the High Priest so important? 
2) What is it exactly are we being saved from? 
3) How does Jesus fulfill both questions 1 and 2? 

 

5  Mathews, K. A. (2005). Genesis 11:27–50:26 (Vol. 1B, p. 156). Nashville: Broadman & 
Holman Publishers. 
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