
HEBREWS 7:11-28 
 

SERMON: 

DATE: Sunday, June 30, 2019 
 
INTRODUCTION: 

If you have your Bible, please turn to Hebrews 7:11-28. Last Sunday, Jason did 
a wonderful job of laying a solid foundation for Hebrews chapter 7 concerning Christ 
being a better priest in the order of Melchizedek. The message last week was loaded 
with biblical information concerning the historicity of Melchizedek. The message this 
morning is the “Part B” of Jason’s message. Today we’re going to finish chapter 7 by 
focusing on the application of the information we received last week. We 
strategically set up the teaching this way. This morning we’re going to read Hebrews 
7:11-28, pray and then focus on the application of Christ being our perfect, eternal 
high priest.   
 
TEXT: 

Jesus Compared to Melchizedek 
11 Now if perfection had been attainable through the Levitical priesthood (for under it 
the people received the law), what further need would there have been for another 
priest to arise after the order of Melchizedek, rather than one named after the order 
of Aaron? 12 For when there is a change in the priesthood, there is necessarily a 
change in the law as well. 13 For the one of whom these things are spoken belonged to 
another tribe, from which no one has ever served at the altar. 14 For it is evident that 
our Lord was descended from Judah, and in connection with that tribe Moses said 
nothing about priests.   
 
15 This becomes even more evident when another priest arises in the likeness of 
Melchizedek, 16 who has become a priest, not on the basis of a legal requirement 
concerning bodily descent, but by the power of an indestructible life. 17 For it is 
witnessed of him,   

“You are a priest forever,   
after the order of Melchizedek.”   
18 For on the one hand, a former commandment is set aside because of its weakness 
and uselessness 19 (for the law made nothing perfect); but on the other hand, a better 
hope is introduced, through which we draw near to God.   
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20 And it was not without an oath. For those who formerly became priests were made 
such without an oath, 21 but this one was made a priest with an oath by the one who 
said to him:   

“The Lord has sworn  
and will not change his mind,   

‘You are a priest forever.’ ”   
22 This makes Jesus the guarantor of a better covenant.   
23 The former priests were many in number, because they were prevented by death 
from continuing in office, 24 but he holds his priesthood permanently, because he 
continues forever. 25 Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who draw 
near to God through him, since he always lives to make intercession for them.  
26 For it was indeed fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, innocent, 
unstained, separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens. 27 He has no need, 
like those high priests, to offer sacrifices daily, first for his own sins and then for 
those of the people, since he did this once for all when he offered up himself. 28 For 
the law appoints men in their weakness as high priests, but the word of the oath, 
which came later than the law, appoints a Son who has been made perfect forever.   
 
 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Heb 7:11–28). Wheaton, IL: 
Crossway Bibles. 
 

PRAY: 

 

EXPOSITION 1: HEBREWS 7:11-24 

Hebrews 7:11-28 are 17 verses that paint a picture of great contrasts. The 
contrast is between the priesthood of Christ and the priesthood of Aaron, while 
building to a crescendo in verses 25-28 about the greatness of Christ’s priesthood. I’m 
going to spend a few minutes unpacking verses 11-24, and then really dive into verses 
25-28 and how it applies to us today.   
 

As we have mentioned in previous messages, the book of Hebrews is a 
complicated book for Christians to understand today. The reason for the 
complication is do to our cultural detachment from a first century Jew living in 
Jerusalem.  Our cultures are so different, that in order for us to grasp the gravity of 
what the author was writing about, we have to do extra work. We have to become 
students of Jewish history in the Old Testament in order to understand what the 
author was trying to accomplish through this New Testament book. For us living as 
21 century Gentiles living in North Carolina, we have a lot of work.   
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In the book of Hebrews, the author took key Old Testament concepts and 
showed his reader how those concepts were ultimately and completely fulfilled in 
Christ. In Chapter 7:11-22, the author is using Genesis 14, Genesis 49 and Psalm 110 
to show how Christ is the greater High Priest; but how?  
 

As Jason taught last week, in Genesis 14 we are witness to a unique interaction 
between Abraham and The Priest King of Salem, Melchizedek.  In Genesis 13 a war 
broke out between rival kingdoms and Abraham’s nephew Lot was taken by King 
Kedorlaomer. This action forced Abraham to enter the war and, because God was 
with Abraham, he prevailed against the kings. At the end of the battle a Priest King 
from Salem, Melchizedek, is there to bless Abraham. Abraham honors Melchizedek 
by giving him 1/10 of his possessions. This action that Abraham did for Melchizedek 
spoke volumes. When Abraham gave Melchizedek a 1/10 of his possessions, he was 
testifying to everyone that Melchizedek was of greater status than any other man. 
Melchizedek was both King and Priest and because of that, he outranked Abraham. 
Let’s now fast forward to Genesis 49.   

 
Through the rest of the book of Genesis, God fulfills his promise to Abraham 

and Sarah by blessing them with a son; Isaac. Isaac and his wife Rebekah have twin 
sons Jacob and Esau, but Jacob was the chosen child, not Esau. Jacob, through some 
obscure situations that you can read about in Genesis, has 12 sons, and then God 
changed Jacob’s name to Israel. These 12 sons will one day turn into the 12 tribes of 
Israel. In Genesis 49, Israel is about to die and so he calls all twelve of his sons 
together to give them a prophetic blessing. This blessing is so important because it 
establishes the duties of the 12 tribes in order to make the Jewish nation function. 
Levi and his genealogy will be the priests for the nation. Judah’s offspring will be the 
Kings for the nation. Dan and his offspring would provide Judges of the law to the 
nation of Israel. Gad would be the warrior tribe who would be in charge of protecting 
the nation. Whatever tribe you were born into, you were predetermined to perform 
that task and that task only. For example, Kings could not be a Priest and a Priests 
could not be Kings.   

 
As the nation of Israel grew, there were two basic ways in which the nation 

could maintain fellowship with God. First was through obedience to the law. If 
people obeyed the law, they would be in right fellowship with God. But as we know, 
no man can be completely obedient to the law. This is where the priesthood would be 
used to accomplish fellowship with God. The need for the Levitical priests was great 
because it restored fellowship with God. When someone broke the law it was the 
sacrifice of the Levitical priests that reunited the breach. But over time this method 
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proved ineffective. You see, the priests were sinful men who were prone to rebellion. 
As the years moved forward, the priests became more and more corrupt. In 1 Samuel, 
the sons of the Priest Eli would cheat people out of a sacrifice and would engage in 
inappropriate relations with the ladies. The priesthood got so bad that priests would 
even offer lame, or diseased animals for the sacrifice.   

 
Not only were the priests corrupt, the Kings of the nation had problems as 

well. They often failed to be adequate leaders for the people. In Psalm 110, King 
David acknowledges this problem and through God inspiring him, writes about the 
need for a Priestly King after the order of Melchizedek. David essentially writes that 
one day there will be one to come who will be a perfect priest who will atone for the 
sins of the people, but he won’t simply be a priest, he will also be a perfect King who 
will lead his people in righteousness and holiness. Where the Kings of Israel failed, 
this King would not. Where the priests of Israel failed, this Priest would not fail. This 
Priest King will not be like any other, he will be greater than Melchizedek! In verses 
11-24, the author is essentially alluding to all of this Jewish History and saying that all 
of this finds its fulfillment in Christ!  Now, with all that as an overview of verses 
11-24, let’s spend some time on verses 25-28 and see its application to us.   
 
EXPOSITION 2: HEBREWS 7:25-28 

25 Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God 
through him, since he always lives to make intercession for them.  
26 For it was indeed fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, innocent, 
unstained, separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens. 27 He has no need, 
like those high priests, to offer sacrifices daily, first for his own sins and then for 
those of the people, since he did this once for all when he offered up himself. 28 For 
the law appoints men in their weakness as high priests, but the word of the oath, 
which came later than the law, appoints a Son who has been made perfect forever.   
 

In these four verses we find the importance of Jesus being our high priest. 
Since Jesus is a permanent, eternal priest, we as a community have hope that He is 
able to save us since he makes intercession for us ALWAYS. We have a high priest 
who sits at the right hand of God and constantly intercedes on our behalf. No one, no 
thing, can ever take Him from His place.   

 
As one commentary put it, “In v 16 the writer had declared that Christ was a 

priest “by virtue of the power of an indestructible life.” He now provides a further 
explanation of that statement. Because he continues forever, he has a priesthood that 
is, “permanent”. In contrast to the Levitical priests, whose ministries were continually 
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disrupted by death, there is no temporal limitation to the ministry of a priest who 
lives forever. The eternity of the Son (v 24a) qualifies him to exercise a ministry that 
is permanent and final. The unequivocal statement that nothing can infringe upon 
Christ’s priesthood includes the notion that it passes to no successor.”  So Christ 1

makes it possible for us to approach the Father, always and forever. Our sins that 
have made us objects of God’s wrath, have now been removed by a High Priest who 
saves! For this we can now confidently approach Him, at all times and forever. As 
Hebrews 4:16 says: 

 
Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, 
Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 15 For we do not have a 
high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in 
every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. 16 Let us then with 

confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy 
and find grace to help in time of need.   
 
Think about sobering point. Our faith is focused on the need to be saved. 

What must we ultimately be saved from? Hell? No, that’s not ultimately what we need 
to be saved from. The consequences of our own sins? No, that’s not ultimately what 
we need to be saved from. What we ultimately need to be saved from is actually a 
“who”, and that who is God! God, who is righteous and just, must punish sin. His 
wrath must be poured out. We must be saved from Him. However, out of His love 
towards us, He sent His son, to come and live, and die, by taking that wrath that we 
deserve, upon Himself. Consequently, we now have life and hope, and we can 
approach the Father confidently because the one who took the wrath for us, Jesus! 
Jesus is both the sacrifice and the priest and now He sits beside the Father and is 
interceding for us. Jesus is fully capable of all of these things because of Who He is. 
He is Holy, innocent, and unstained.  These three adjectives describe the sinlessness 
of Jesus the high priest. Jesus is completely different than the Levitical high priest.   

 
It was demanded of the Levitical priests to have both ritual purity (Lev 21:11) 

and bodily integrity (Lev 21:17). But they failed. Jesus is both spiritual and moral 
perfection in human form. Jesus has not, can not, and will not ever disqualify Himself 
from His position as our High Priest. He is separated from sinners and is exalted 
above the heavens. “Jesus enjoys direct, unhindered access to God, which enables him 

1 Lane, W. L. (1991). Hebrews 1–8 (Vol. 47A, p. 189). Dallas: Word, Incorporated. 
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to fulfill his high priestly ministry on behalf of his people.”  Jesus has no need to offer 2

any sacrifices on behalf of Himself, for He is sinless and perfect. In fact the only 
sacrifice He ever offered was one for all of us. Jesus, our High Priest, offered the most 
perfect sacrifice for all sins, Himself. Jesus is the Greater High Priest. In fact the 
GREATEST High Priest. He is eternal like that of the order of Melchizedek. This is 
what David was talking about in Psalm 110:4. Jesus fulfilled this oath by God.   

 
So what’s the application? Everything! The application of Jesus’ Priesthood and 

Kingship affects everything in our lives! This affects everything about us and what we 
do. It affects our pursuit of holiness in the face of temptation. When we are tempted 
to sin, we can look that temptation in the face and say, “My King says NO! So I will 
not surrender myself to the lordship of sin but I will surrender myself to my King! 
Jesus is my King and what he says goes! If he says not to commit this act, I must obey 
his Kingly decree! Regardless of how I feel about it!” But, when we do sin, we can 
then say, “My King is also a Priest and has satisfied the standard of righteousness for 
me! He is constantly interceding on my behalf before the Father. I am forgiven by his 
perfection not my own. Now may I cling to this truth and let it comfort my burdened 
heart.” It also affects our future hope. We now can live in the hope and confidence in 
who He is, what He has done, what He is doing, and what He will do! It affects our 
relationships. We can now view all of our interactions as us being ambassadors of 
Christ our King. We can be the extending hand of Christ onto the lives of everyone 
we come in contact with. We can now live and exemplify the gracious, kind and 
loving hand of Christ to others. It also affects our character. If Christ is our King and 
His word tells us, in 1 Corinthians 13:4-5, that we are to be patient, kind, not envious 
or boastful, not arrogant or rude, not insistent on our own way, not irritable or 
resentful… guess what… Jesus is our King, what he says goes, these are things we 
must fight within us. If you are known for being hard and irritable, repent before 
your High Priest who provided the great sacrifice for you and live in love and grace.   

 
The Kingship and Priesthood of Christ affects every aspect of our lives! If Jesus 

tells us to do something, then do it. If Jesus tells us not to do something, then don’t. 
What Jesus commands of us is for His glory and our good. He loves you more than 
you will ever know and wants the best for you, so trust in His wisdom as your Priest 
and King. It may not feel comforting at the moment, it may feel lonely in the 
moment, but trust that He is working eternal things in you. So if King Jesus says don’t 
do it… then don’t. If he says to do something, then do it, its for your good. Let’s now 

2 Lane, W. L. (1991). Hebrews 1–8 (Vol. 47A, pp. 192–193). Dallas: Word, 
Incorporated. 
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live under the knowledge of Christ’s Kingship and worship and fellowship with God 
under the Priesthood of Christ.   
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