
HEBREWS 8 
 

SERMON: 

DATE: Sunday, July 6th, 2019 
 
INTRODUCTION: 

If you have your Bible, please turn to Hebrews 8. The last two Sundays, Lee 
and I taught Hebrews 7 and how the author of Hebrews shows that Christ is a better 
High priest in the order of Melchizedek. Today we’re going to look at chapter 8 and 
see how Jesus being that High Priest is able to usher in the New Covenant. 
 
TEXT: HEBREWS 8:1-13 

Now the point in what we are saying is this: we have such a high priest, one who is 
seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven, 2 a minister in the 
holy places, in the true tent that the Lord set up, not man. 3 For every high priest is 
appointed to offer gifts and sacrifices; thus it is necessary for this priest also to have 
something to offer. 4 Now if he were on earth, he would not be a priest at all, since 
there are priests who offer gifts according to the law. 5 They serve a copy and shadow 
of the heavenly things. For when Moses was about to erect the tent, he was instructed 
by God, saying, “See that you make everything according to the pattern that was 
shown you on the mountain.” 6 But as it is, Christ has obtained a ministry that is as 
much more excellent than the old as the covenant he mediates is better, since it is 
enacted on better promises. 7 For if that first covenant had been faultless, there would 
have been no occasion to look for a second.   
8 For he finds fault with them when he says:   

“Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord,   
when I will establish a new covenant with the house of Israel   
and with the house of Judah,   

9  not like the covenant that I made with their fathers   
on the day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt.   

For they did not continue in my covenant,   
and so I showed no concern for them, declares the Lord.   

10  For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel   
after those days, declares the Lord:   

I will put my laws into their minds,   
and write them on their hearts,   

and I will be their God,   
and they shall be my people.   

1 



11  And they shall not teach, each one his neighbor  
and each one his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’   

for they shall all know me,   
from the least of them to the greatest.   

12  For I will be merciful toward their iniquities,   
and I will remember their sins no more.”   
13 In speaking of a new covenant, he makes the first one obsolete. And what is 
becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to vanish away.   
 

PRAY: 

 

EXPOSITION 1: HEBREWS 8:1-5 

We have a high priest, Jesus, who sits at the right hand of God, in the most holy of 
holies, heaven. There He is ministering. The author again reaffirms His point from 
chapter 7. When Christ, after dying for our sins and rising from the dead as the 
sacrifice, He ascended into heaven as priest. Heaven is the one true sanctuary, made 
by God and not man. It is not a man-made room, behind a curtain, inside a tent or 
building. Notice too, the posture of Christ. He is sitting and ministering. This is a big 
deal when compared to the High Priests in scripture. As one commentator wrote,   

“The writer’s statement in 8:1–2 is the summit of his case. The “crowning 
affirmation” is not simply that Christians have a high priest who has taken his 
seat at God’s right hand (v 1) but that he is the ministering priest in the 
heavenly sanctuary (v 2). Similar statements have already been made in Heb 
1:3, 13. That Christ, as the priest/king, is “seated” further separates the person 
and work of Christ from the Levitical priesthood in that no high priest ever 
performed priestly duties while seated. There was no chair in the holy of 
holies. Furthermore, Heb 10:11–14 stresses that every priest “stands” daily 
making the required sacrifices “which can never take away sins.” Jesus, 
however, “having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time [Himself], sat down 

at the right hand of God.” The finality of Jesus’ sacrifice is observed in his seated 
posture at the right hand. Zechariah 6:11–13 speaks of a high priest who “sits” 
and “rules” on his throne:”  1

So, notice again the difference in Jesus as High Priest verses the Levitical High Priest. 
To bolster this point further, the author of Hebrews writes about how every high 
priest is appointed to offer gifts and sacrifices. According to Hebrews 9:14, "14 how 
much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself 

1  Allen, D. L. (2010). Hebrews (pp. 440–441). Nashville, TN: B & H Publishing Group. 
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without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living 
God.” Then in Hebrews 10:11-14,   

“And every priest stands daily at his service, offering repeatedly the same 
sacrifices, which can never take away sins. 12 But when Christ had offered for all 
time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, 13 waiting 
from that time until his enemies should be made a footstool for his feet. 14 For 
by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are being 
sanctified.”   

We see that Jesus only had to offer one sacrifice, Himself, one time. That was it. 
Compare that to the Levitical Priests who offered offerings and sacrifices in plural, 
daily. Christ needed one to all of theirs. Then in verse 4 the author writes, “4 Now if 
he were on earth, he would not be a priest at all, since there are priests who offer gifts 
according to the law.” So true, if Jesus were here on earth now, He would not be a 
High Priest. As one commentator wrote, “if he were on earth (but he is not), he 
would not be a priest (which he is).” “On earth there are already those who function 
as priests by offering “gifts” which the law prescribes. Jesus is not on the earth but in 
heaven, and there his priestly ministry is conducted.”  Two reasons why. 1) He is not 2

a Levite. 2) His ministry is in the real holy of holies, heaven, not the one here on 
earth. So, hear the logical train of thought by the author here. The author’s major 
premise (point): Jesus is a high priest (v. 1) Followed by a minor premise (point): 
Jesus cannot be a priest on earth (v. 4) Therefore his conclusion is that Jesus must be 
a priest in heaven (v. 6) Recognize this, Jesus is a part of something bigger and better 
than the Levitical priests.  The Levitical Priests were a part of the Old Covenant. Jesus 
is the High Priest of the New Covenant. The New Covenant is better than the Old 
Covenant. This is what verses 4-6 are about. The Levitical Priesthood, the Old 
Covenant, the Law, are just a shadow/copy of the real thing. They serve a purpose to 
point us to the real thing. My shadow is not really me. You wouldn’t approach my 
shadow and dialogue with it. My shadow gives you some info about me, but not 
everything. The same is true for the Old Covenant and its systems that have been put 
in place. The tabernacle itself was established by God and built through Moses. “Four 
passages imply that the instructions given to Moses included illustrations (Exod 25:9 
[LXX 25:8], 39–40; 26:30; 27:8; cf. Num 8:4). The choice of Exod 25:40 seems to have 
been influenced by the presence of the term τύπος, “pattern, model, illustration,” 
which attests the “shadowy” character of the earthly sanctuary and its liturgy.”  God 3

gave Moses a “pattern” to follow. The pattern was used to mimic the real thing. In 
fact, if you look into it further, you will see that the tabernacle was set up to mimic 

2  Allen, D. L. (2010). Hebrews (p. 442). Nashville, TN: B & H Publishing Group. 
3  Lane, W. L. (1991). Hebrews 1–8 (Vol. 47A, p. 207). Dallas: Word, Incorporated. 
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the garden found in Eden. The place where God dwelt with mankind. So, we see that 
the Levites minister in the shadow of the real thing, Jesus ministers in the actual 
thing. Now I want you to see this too. “The contrast developed (between the old and 
new/the shadow and real) is not simply between an earthly copy and a heavenly 
archetype but between a historical situation in the past and one that succeeded it in 

time. During the former situation, marked by the ministry of the Levitical priests, 
there was no entrance into the real, heavenly presence of God; full entrance into the 
eternal presence of God was made possible only with the life and redemptive 
accomplishment of Jesus. The celestial sanctuary became the scene of an effective 
priesthood only from the moment of Christ’s exaltation. For the writer of Hebrews, 
the temporal contrast was decisive: the ministry of the Levitical priests in the 
tabernacle was antecedent to the ministry exercised in the heavenly sanctuary. It 
foreshadowed the definitive sacrificial work of Christ that was accomplished 
centuries later, “in these last days” (1:2).  So, the copies, the shadows of things served 4

to foreshadow the real.   
Then as we read verses 6-7. 6 But as it is, Christ has obtained a ministry that is 

as much more excellent than the old as the covenant he mediates is better, since it is 
enacted on better promises. 7 For if that first covenant had been faultless, there would 
have been no occasion to look for a second. The author informs us here that the New 
Covenant has better promises and that the Old Covenant has faults. What was wrong 
with the Old Covenant? Why did the first covenant God made with Moses have 
flaws? So much so, that God had  to make a newer and better covenant. Think about 
it, if the Old Covenant was good there would be no need to mention a newer one in 
Jeremiah. Why fix something that isn’t broken? The sheer notion of having a new 
covenant means that there is something wrong with the old one. So what went 
wrong and why didn’t God just give us the New Covenant first? Well for starters, we 
failed it. Look at verse 8. This is straight from Jeremiah 31.   

““Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord,   
when I will establish a new covenant with the house of Israel   
and with the house of Judah, 9 not like the covenant that I made with their 
fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land 
of Egypt. For they did not continue in my covenant, and so I showed no 
concern for them, declares the Lord.” 

Mankind failed to keep their part of the Covenant. But that isn’t the only problem, 
God did not give us the means to fulfill it. Look at verse 9 

“For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel   

4  Lane, W. L. (1991). Hebrews 1–8 (Vol. 47A, p. 207). Dallas: Word, Incorporated. 
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after those days, declares the Lord: I will put my laws into their minds,   
and write them on their hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall be my 
people.” 

God never gave man the means to keep the covenant. We had to wait for the one 
who could enable us to do so. So, why even have the Old Covenant? Well it amplifies 
the need of Jesus. It shows us how sinful we are and that we could not fulfill this on 
our own.  It also shows us how Holy God is. It reveals His character. For example, the 
Ten Commandments in of themselves show us the nature of God and the sinfulness 
of man.   
 
Now what else does the author of Hebrews tell us about this new covenant? It is 
superior because it is based on better promises. What are those promises? Hebrews 
10:15-18, says: 15 And the Holy Spirit also bears witness to us; for after saying,   

16  “This is the covenant that I will make with them  
after those days, declares the Lord:   

I will put my laws on their hearts,   
and write them on their minds,”   
17 then he adds,   

“I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.”   
18 Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin.   
These are the better promises given to us through the New Covenant.  A covenant 
that has been enacted and fulfilled in Christ. The Old Covenant has been fulfilled in 
Christ and is rendered obsolete, made old, and replaced with one greater in Christ. 
There is true forgiveness of sins and there is no more need for offerings for sin 
because Christ our High Priest was the greatest offering. We also have been given His 
Spirit to reside in us and to enable us to live out His ways. Just as Hebrews 13:20-21 
says, 20 Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, 21 equip you 
with everything good that you may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing 
in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.   
HOW GREAT IS THAT PROMISE. This is something the Old Covenant could not 
do. 
 

APPLICATION: 

So in conclusion, the author of Hebrews compares Jesus’ priestly ministry with those 
who served the earthly tabernacle by the description of Jesus as the mediator of a new 
and superior covenant. The Levitical Priest worked under the Old Covenant. Jesus is 
the high Priest of the New Covenant. The reflection on God’s intention to establish a 
new covenant and the extensive citation of Jer 31:31–34 in Hebrews 8 serves to 
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exhibit the imperfect and provisional character of the old covenant and its 
institutions (8:6–13). Through our High Priest Jesus, we have access to God and His 
promises. 
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