
HEBREWS 9:11-22 
 

SERMON: 

DATE: Sunday, July 28, 2019 
 
INTRODUCTION: 

If you have your Bible, I’d like to encourage you to turn to Hebrews 9:11-22. If 
you’re new to MBC, one of the things that we often do here is co-teach. That means 
that two, or even three of us, will simply sit up here and walk through a text together; 
and this morning, that is what Mike and I will be doing.   

 
 For anyone who is familiar with the Christian, you know that central message 

of the Christian faith is the blood of Jesus Christ poured out as the ultimate sacrifice 
for the remission of sins. That is the primary focus of this church. I’m not sure if you 
noticed it, but it was the blood of Jesus that was the major theme of our time of 
worship together. Although we know that the blood of Christ is the central message 
of our faith, we must, on occasion, ask the question “why?” “Why” is the blood of 
Christ so central to our faith? That is going to be the question we will address this 
morning.   
 

Before we begin to dive into the text, let’s do a quick recap of what we’ve 
learned from the book of Hebrews over the last few months. The book of Hebrews is 
a book that is keenly focused on how Christ is the ultimate and greater fulfillment of 
Old Testament people, practices and covenants. For example, in chapter 1, the author 
writes of how Christ is greater than the angels. At that point in history, people began 
to develop an unbiblical view of angels, and so the author made sure he taught his 
audience a proper view of angels, and how Christ is greater than all of them. In 
chapter 3 the author writes of Christ being greater than Moses. The author wrote 
about how Christ was a greater Priest, Builder and Fulfillment than Moses. In 
Chapter 5 the author writes of how Christ is a greater high priest than Aaron because 
he is a High Priest after the order of Melchizedek. Now in chapter 9:11-22, we read 
that Christ’s sacrifice was the greatest sacrifice that could ever have been made 
because his blood eternally sanctifies and ushers in a greater covenant.  Let’s now read 
the text, pray and spend some time unpacking this passage of Scripture.   
 
 

 

 



TEXT: 

 
11 But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have come, then 
through the greater and more perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this 
creation) 12 he entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of 
goats and calves but by means of his own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption. 
13 For if the blood of goats and bulls, and the sprinkling of defiled persons with the 
ashes of a heifer, sanctify for the purification of the flesh, 14 how much more will the 
blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to 
God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living God.   
 
15 Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called may 
receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred that redeems 
them from the transgressions committed under the first covenant. 16 For where a will 
is involved, the death of the one who made it must be established. 17 For a will takes 
effect only at death, since it is not in force as long as the one who made it is alive. 18 

Therefore not even the first covenant was inaugurated without blood. 19 For when 
every commandment of the law had been declared by Moses to all the people, he took 
the blood of calves and goats, with water and scarlet wool and hyssop, and sprinkled 
both the book itself and all the people, 20 saying, “This is the blood of the covenant 
that God commanded for you.” 21 And in the same way he sprinkled with the blood 
both the tent and all the vessels used in worship. 22 Indeed, under the law almost 
everything is purified with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no 
forgiveness of sins.   
 
 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Heb 9:11–22). Wheaton, IL: 
Crossway Bibles. 
 
PRAYER: 
 
EXPOSITION 1: HEBREWS 9:11-14 
 

In verses 11-12 the author shows the sanctifying power of the blood of Christ.   
 
11 But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have come, then 
through the greater and more perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this 
creation) 12 he entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of 
goats and calves but by means of his own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption. 
 

https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.Heb9.11&off=39&ctx=the+Blood+of+Christ%0a~11%C2%A0But+when+Christ+a


As we have talked about in previous sermons, the job of the Old Testament 
Priest was very important. In the Old Testament, God established an order by which 
people could find remission for their sins; the Old Testament Sacrificial System that 
was provided by the Priests. When someone broke the law it was the sacrifice of the 
Levitical priests that reunited the breach. But over time this method needed to be 
performed again and again. A sin offering would have been offered many times 
throughout the year. However, the major sacrifice that would have been offered for 
the remission of the Israelites sins, would have happened on the Day of Atonement. 

 
The priestly duties on the Day of Atonement were very specific. On the day of 

atonement, the High Priest would put on special garments that were prescribed for 
the sacrifices that took him into the Holy of Holies. Then the High Priest would 
sacrifice a bull for his own sin, two male goats for the people’s sin offering; two rams 
for the High Priests and the peoples burnt offering. Before the High Priest could enter 
into the Holy of Holies, he must first create a “cloud” of incense that would cover the 
mercy seat, to “veil” the glory of God so that he could enter. The High Priest would 
then sprinkle the blood of the bull seven times on the mercy seat. The Priests would 
then cast lots over two goats; one to be sacrificed and another to be a scapegoat. The 
goat for slaughter, would be killed as a sin offering for the people and it’s blood was 
taken into the Holy of Holies and sprinkled on the mercy seat. The second goat that 
was kept alive, had the sins of the nation symbolically laid on its head, and then the 
animal was driven out of the camp to a desolate place, from which he must never 
return. At this time the High Priest would enter the tent again, remove their linen 
garments, wash, and put on their normal priestly garments and then offer the burnt 
offering for the family of the High Priest and the people. This act of intercession 
would reconcile the people of Israel back to God. This was a great act in the Old 
Testament. But remember, this act would only last a year. Every year, the High Priest 
would have to do the same thing in order to reconcile the people back to God.   

 
In verses 11-12, the author is showing us that Christ appeared as our great 

high priest, who offered a greater sacrifice and now eternally intercedes on behalf of 
us in Heaven before God. This shows the eternal power of the sacrifice of Christ. His 
blood provided an eternal, everlasting, payment for sin. We don’t have to continue to 
sacrifice to God every year. We no longer need any high priest to reconcile us back to 
God. Christ, our great High Priest, paid the penalty, once and for all, for our sins; and 
now he is eternally interceding on our behalf before God. The precious blood of 
Christ completely paid for our sins. Here is what that means for us today; freedom! 
Christ paid the penalty for our sins IN FULL! We no longer need to try and secure 
our salvation through our works, rather we can trust in the completed work of Christ 



for us! You don’t have to spend your life trying to measure up to standards of self 
righteousness in hopes of making you right with God. You can now rest in the fact 
that Christ’s blood was shed for you, and it is sufficient enough for you to be saved. 
You do not have to strive for your salvation; rather you can rest in the completed 
work of Christ. This truth can lift great burdens in our minds and hearts. This truth 
is the only truth that we can find eternal freedom. 

 
In verses 13-14, the author transitions our attention to focus on how the blood 

of Christ purifies our conscience resulting in true service to God. 
 
13 For if the blood of goats and bulls, and the sprinkling of defiled persons with 

the ashes of a heifer, sanctify for the purification of the flesh, 14 how much more will 
the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish 
to God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living God. 

 
It may seem strange to think that the conscience needs to be purified from 

defilement, however, the conscience is the most sacred part of human nature. The 
conscience is the inner guide that God has given us to help distinguish right and 
wrong. The conscience helps guide us morally, ethically and socially. When sin lords 
over the heart of an individual, that person’s conscience begins to be seared and 
calloused to sin.  1 Timothy 4:2, talks about this very thing. Sin hardens our ability to 
distinguish between good and evil. Sin hardens our conscience to the degree where 
we begin to find pleasure in the wicked, and humor in the perverse. Because our 
consciences can be seared by sin, it is in desperate need of being cleansed by the blood 
of Christ. In verses 13-14, the author is telling us that the blood of Christ not only 
justifies and sanctifies us legally before God, but it also has the power to sanctify our 
conscience. When Christ sanctifies our conscience, we begin to wake up to the things 
of God. What brings pleasure to God now brings pleasure to us. What dishonors 
God now appears groseque to us. Isn’t that great news! It’s a beautiful thing to know 
that Christ has the power to redeem our consciences. For some of you, the weight of 
your sin has left your conscience burdened with guilt and shame. If that is you, go to 
Christ; the One who has the power to forgive and clean your conscience.  The blood 
of Christ purifies us from our sin and, as we will see in verses 15-22, ushers in a New 
Covenant.   

 
EXPOSITION 2: HEBREWS 9:15-22 
 
TEXT: 



15 Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called may 
receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred that redeems 
them from the transgressions committed under the first covenant. 16 For where a will 
is involved, the death of the one who made it must be established. 17 For a will takes 
effect only at death, since it is not in force as long as the one who made it is alive. 18 

Therefore not even the first covenant was inaugurated without blood. 19 For when 
every commandment of the law had been declared by Moses to all the people, he took 
the blood of calves and goats, with water and scarlet wool and hyssop, and sprinkled 
both the book itself and all the people, 20 saying, “This is the blood of the covenant 
that God commanded for you.” 21 And in the same way he sprinkled with the blood 
both the tent and all the vessels used in worship. 22 Indeed, under the law almost 
everything is purified with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no 
forgiveness of sins.   
 
Let’s read verse 15 
15 Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called may 
receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred that redeems 
them from the transgressions committed under the first covenant. 
   
Jesus is the mediator of the new covenant because of His sacrifice for our sins.  The 
word “mediator” refers to one who intervenes between two people.  Jesus acts as a 
go-between between a holy God and a sinful people.  The Old Testament sacrifices 
did expose the nature of sin and its disobedience to God stimming from the heart.  As 
Lee described, the Old Testament sacrifices cleansed our conscience.  The sacrifice of 
Jesus cleanses our hearts.  The Old Testament priest could not do this.  Jesus put an 
end to the Old Testaments sacrifice. 
 
Let’s read the last part of verse 15, 
since a death has occurred that redeems them from the transgressions committed 
under the first covenant. 
 
Jesus’ sacrifice was a covenant sacrifice, or a representative sacrifice.  Jesus sacrifice 
not only paid for the sins of the people who have lived after the resurrection but also 
for those who live before the resurrection in the Old Testament.  Jesus sacrifice 
covers the sins of all of God’s people from the beginning of time to the end of time.   
   
Let’s read verses 16 and 17. 



16 For where a will is involved, the death of the one who made it must be established. 
17 For a will takes effect only at death, since it is not in force as long as the one who 
made it is alive. 
   
To understand verses 16 and 17 we need to understand the word “will”.  The Greek 
word used here is diatheke (διαθεκε) which is throughout the New Testament 
translated either as “covenant” or “testament,”.  It is translated as covenant 20 times 
and testament 13 times.  It is only translated as the word “will” here in verses 16 and 
17.  The wording in these verses sound similar to what we know as a last will and 
testament.  For example, I have a will.  When that will was created, I discussed it with 
my wife and other family members.  We were all equal parties in the creation of the 
will.  We had an attorney create the will to have a legal document.  When I die my 
will could be contested.  Someone may challenge it through the legal process.  In 
Greek, the word suntheke (συνθεκε) means will.  Suntheke is not used in the new 
testament.   
 
So what is diatheke?  Diatheke (διαθεκε) means “an arrangement made by one party 
with plenary power, which the other party may accept or reject, but cannot alter.” [1] 

It is important to understand that we did not come together with Christ as equal 
parties to create the covenant.  We don’t get to alter the covenant.  Christ has 
absolute power and created the covenant.  We can only accept or reject the covenant. 
If we accept the covenant it is only at our death that we receive our inheritance. The 
inheritance is salvation.  At the time you and I die, if we have accepted Christ’s 
covenant, then we will receive our inheritance of eternal life in heaven. 
   
Let’s read verses 18 and 19 
18 Therefore not even the first covenant was inaugurated without blood. 19 For when 
every commandment of the law had been declared by Moses to all the people, he took 
the blood of calves and goats, with water and scarlet wool and hyssop, and sprinkled 
both the book itself and all the people, 
   
Verse 18 has a double negative with the intent of making an understatement.  It could 
read the first covenant was inaugurated with blood.  The blood in the sacrifices was 
very important.   
 
In verse 19 there is a reference to Exodus 24:6-8.  Now I am a visual learner.  Before I 
read these verses, let’s try to picture ourselves here in Exodus 24:6-8.  We are the 
people in these verses. 
 



Exodus 24:6–8 (NIV84) 
6 Moses took half of the blood and put it in bowls, and the other half he sprinkled on 
the altar. 7 Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read it to the people. They 
responded, “We will do everything the Lord has said; we will obey.” 
8 Moses then took the blood, sprinkled it on the people and said, “This is the blood of 
the covenant that the Lord has made with you in accordance with all these words.” 
   
Because of my sin, I would have been sprinkled with the blood so that I could 
experience forgiveness. This would have been a very solemn occasion.  It would have 
been a very visual experience that I have sinned, and you have sinned. I am not better 
than you or you are not better than me. We all have sinned.  I find this very 
humbling.  Forgiveness comes at a cost. The animals had to be sacrificed in the Old 
Covenant and Christ offered himself as the sacrifice in the New Covenant. As an 
application today, do you think we have lost this idea today?  Do we take for granted 
that forgiveness comes at a cost?   
In the verses in Hebrews, it mentions water and scarlet wool and hyssop which are 
not found in the Exodus account.  These are mentioned in Leviticus 14 and in 
Numbers 19.   
   
Verses 20-22 
20 saying, “This is the blood of the covenant that God commanded for you.” 21 And in 
the same way he sprinkled with the blood both the tent and all the vessels used in 
worship. 22 Indeed, under the law almost everything is purified with blood, and 
without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins. 
   
In verse 20 Moses has already sprinkled the people with blood and now he says to 
them, This is the blood of the covenant that God commanded for you.   
 
Now let’s read Matthew 26:27-28 

27 And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, saying, 
“Drink of it, all of you, 28 for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured 
out for many for the forgiveness of sins.[2] 

 
In these verses in Matthew, Christ took the cup and gave it to them to drink the 
blood of the covenant.  The only way you can enter into God’s presence is by the 
death of Jesus Christ.  Jesus purchased forgiveness.  The Blood always includes the 
thought of the life preserved and active beyond death.  It is in Christ death, that we 
have forgiveness of sins and in the resurrection, we have the mediator of the new 



covenant.  It is through the new covenant that God’s people receive their inheritance, 
which is salvation. 
   
Let’s pray. 
   
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
[1] Wuest, K. S. (1997). Wuest’s word studies from the Greek New Testament: for the English reader (Vol. 10, p. 
165). Grand Rapids: Eerdmans. 
[2] The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Mt 26:27–28). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 
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