
HEBREWS 9:23-28 
 

SERMON: 

DATE: Sunday, August 4, 2019 
 
INTRODUCTION: 

If you have your Bible, I’d like to encourage you to turn to Hebrews 9:23-28. 
The message this morning will be a continuation from last weeks message concerning 
the work of Christ as our great High Priest. If you remember from last week, we 
talked about the greatness of Christ’s sacrifice. We talked about how the sacrifice of 
Christ was the ultimate sacrifice that would end the need for any more blood 
sacrifices. We don’t have to continue to sacrifice to God every year on the Day of 
Atonement. We no longer need any high priest to reconcile us back to God. Christ, 
our great High Priest, paid the penalty, once and for all, for our sins; and now he is 
eternally interceding on our behalf before God. We also talked about the importance 
of Christ’s ascension and permanent residence in Heaven. The ascension is a vital 
element in our salvation because it shows that Christ is eternally making intercession 
before God for us.   

 
We also talked about how the blood of Christ purifies us internally. Where the 

Old Testament sacrifices justified a sinner legally before God, the blood of Christ 
purifies humanity internally; writing the law of God on our hearts. Mike talked about 
this being a greater fulfillment of Exodus 24, regarding Moses sprinkling blood on the 
people of Israel, declaring them forgiven. Christ came and purifies the conscience, 
ushering in a New Covenant that we now belong to. With all of that going on, let’s 
now read the Scripture that we will be learning from this morning, pray, and then we 
will begin to pick apart the passage.   
 
TEXT: HEBREWS 9:23-28 

23 Thus it was necessary for the copies of the heavenly things to be purified with these 
rites, but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these. 24 For 
Christ has entered, not into holy places made with hands, which are copies of the true 
things, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf. 25 

Nor was it to offer himself repeatedly, as the high priest enters the holy places every 
year with blood not his own, 26 for then he would have had to suffer repeatedly since 
the foundation of the world. But as it is, he has appeared once for all at the end of the 
ages to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. 27 And just as it is appointed for man 
to die once, and after that comes judgment, 28 so Christ, having been offered once to 
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bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin but to save those 
who are eagerly waiting for him.   
 

PRAY: 

 

EXPOSITION 1: HEBREWS 9:23-24 

23 Thus it was necessary for the copies of the heavenly things to be purified with these 
rites, but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these. 24 For 
Christ has entered, not into holy places made with hands, which are copies of the true 
things, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf. 
 
After hearing Lee and Mike speak on the passage last week, we understand better 
now the importance of the blood in how it sanctifies, or makes holy, that which was 
not. Verse 23 reinforces the notion that the tabernacle and temple had to be purified 
with blood, but notice the first words of the verse, “it was necessary.” Why is it 
necessary? ““It was necessary” is emphatic by word order, being placed at the front of 
the clause. The notion here is the necessity is grounded in God’s purpose.”  In this 1

verse, the author changes directions from talking about the earthly things needing to 
be purified to how the heavenly things need a better sacrifice than the earthly ones in 
order for it to be purified. So, with all of this together, God has purposed it that the 
heavenly places be sanctified. Why on earth would the heavenly places need to be 
sanctified or cleansed? Are they not already holy? There are a lot of interpretations 
trying to explain, “the heavenly things.” In fact, one commentary I read in passing said 
that there are 9 different interpretations of this phrase.   For today I will only share 2

the more popular ones. One interpretation is the following, “this [phrase] should not 
be taken literally, but see the reference to spiritual reality as the realm where 
atonement is accomplished.”  That the “heavenly things” is synonymous with spiritual 3

reality and that “in the spiritual reality,” all are cleansed by Jesus’ blood, meaning that 
atonement is final, and took place in the spiritual realm. Others think that it's the 
actual “heavenly places” because there are "spiritual hosts of wickedness in the 
heavenly places" like Ephesians 6:12 speaks of. “For we do not wrestle against flesh 
and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers 
over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 

places.” This view does hold some credence. We know that Satan and the angels fell 

1 Allen, D. L. (2010). Hebrews (p. 485). Nashville, TN: B & H Publishing Group 
2 Bibliotheca Sacra Vol. 152, MacCleod, “Cleansing” 60-71. 
3  Allen, D. L. (2010). Hebrews (p. 485). Nashville, TN: B & H Publishing Group. 
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from heaven (Luke 10:18 and Revelation 12:4). They rebelled against God up there, 
and then when you read the book of Job, we read that Satan approaches God in 
where we assume is heaven. Could it be that they are the reason that the heavenly 
places need to be cleansed? Personally, I think that in order for us to fully understand 
verse 23, we need to read verse 24 as well. It says, “For Christ has entered, not into 
holy places made with hands, which are copies of the true things, but into heaven 
itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf.” Christ enters 
heaven, the holy place, "to appear in the presence of God for us." I believe, like some 
others, that we are the reason why the heavens need to be cleansed. In order for us to 
be there, Jesus needed Himself, the better sacrifice, to pave the way for us, in order 
that we could actually enter heaven. The heavenly places are cleansed, not because 
they are defiled or dirty, but in order for us, the defiled and dirty ones, to be 
presented to God. This means that Jesus will cleanse us there in the heavenly places, 
so we don’t defile it. Therefore, we are what needs cleansing in the heavenly places. 
And we, to the degree that we are sinful beings, who might defile heaven on our own, 
Christ in that same sense cleanses us and heaven. 
 
EXPOSITION 2: HEBREWS 9:25-26 

Nor was it to offer himself repeatedly, as the high priest enters the holy places every 
year with blood not his own, 26 for then he would have had to suffer repeatedly since 
the foundation of the world. But as it is, he has appeared once for all at the end of the 
ages to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.   
 
How great is the sacrifice of Jesus? Well, it was only necessary to be done one time. If 
Jesus’ death had to be repeated for every sin, at the time each was committed, then He 
would have had to start dying directly after Adam and Eve sinned in the garden. Even 
now, how many times would Jesus have died for your sins alone, yesterday? Now, 
imagine the sins of all people, of all times. Even the Jews in the Old Testament 
recognized the problem with this. This is one reason why the Day of Atonement is so 
important to them. The jews would offer sacrifices throughout the year for their 
different sins, but on Yom Kippur, The Day of Atonement, this was the day that the 
High Priest entered into the Holy of Holies to offer sacrifices for the forgiveness of 
the sins of the nation for that previous year’s sins. Every year, two goats were brought 
to the high Priest. Lots were then cast and one goat became the offering and the other 
goat a scapegoat. Then the High Priest would then take a censer of hot coals and 
incense to burn so a haze of smoke would fill the Holy of Holies lest he see the mercy 
seat above the ark or God Himself and sprinkle the blood of sacrificial bull for 
himself, his family and the other priests. He would then take the blood of the 
sacrificial goat into the Holy of Holies to sprinkle within. This was to act as a 
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detergent, the remover of sins of the people from the year before. (I always found it 
interesting that it took a stain causing agent to cleanse us) After this, the high Priest 
would then “put” upon the scapegoat, the second goat, all the sins of the people in the 
community and then send it burdened by people’s sins, into the wilderness to 
reconcile the community to God. All of their sins from that year were then removed 
and forgotten. The Scapegoat took them for the people. Every year, this was 
observed. Every year, the blood of animals was spilt for the sins of man and every 
year, sin returned and had to be dealt with again. The point that the author of 
Hebrews is trying to reiterate here is that Jesus’ sacrifice is the greatest sacrifice that 
ever was or ever will be. “The argument presupposes that all sacrificial blood is 
powerful, but Christ’s blood is the more powerful medium because it achieved 
decisive purgation and the removal of every impediment to the enjoyment of God.”  4

It is so powerful that there is no need for another.   
 
EXPOSITION 3: HEBREWS 9:27-28 

27 And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment, 28 so 
Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, 
not to deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him.   
 
Here is a verse, 27, that should shake us to our core. It has been appointed for each of 
us to die, once. Our days are numbered. There is no way around death. Psalm 
139:15-16 reads,   

“My frame was not hidden from you, when I was being made in secret, 
intricately woven in the depths of the earth. 16 Your eyes saw my unformed 
substance; in your book were written, every one of them, the days that were 
formed for me, when as yet there was none of them.” 

Our days are literally numbered. In Romans 5:12-14 we read,   
“12 Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death 
through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned— 13 for sin indeed 
was in the world before the law was given, but sin is not counted where there 
is no law. 14 Yet death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those whose 
sinning was not like the transgression of Adam, who was a type of the one who 
was to come.”   

Fact: Sin leads to death. If we are sinners then that means we will die. At least one 
time! This is the point that the author is trying to drive home here. We will die, and 
no one will argue against that, but notice the second part of the verse. If death were 
not scary enough, then there comes judgment. After death, there is a judgment and 

4  Lane, W. L. (1991). Hebrews 9–13 (Vol. 47B, p. 252). Dallas: Word, Incorporated. 
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just like death, there is no way of escaping it. If you can’t escape death, then what 
makes you think that you can escape the judgment that follows? I truly believe that 
the author is trying to put the fear of God into his readers as he wrote this verse. One 
reason I believe this is because of what he wrote in Hebrews 10:26-31,   

“26 For if we go on sinning deliberately after receiving the knowledge of the 
truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, 27 

but a fearful 

expectation of judgment, and a fury of fire that will consume the 

adversaries. 28 Anyone who has set aside the law of Moses dies without mercy 
on the evidence of two or three witnesses. 29 How much worse punishment, do 
you think, will be deserved by the one who has trampled underfoot the Son of 
God, and has profaned the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, 
and has outraged the Spirit of grace? 30 For we know him who said, “Vengeance 
is mine; I will repay.” And again, “The Lord will judge his people.” 31 It is a 
fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.” 

This passage is in regards to those who claim to be God’s people, but truly are not. 
We will look at this passage more closely in a few weeks but notice the phrase, 
“fearful expectation of judgment.” To be apart from Christ is to stand in the dreadful, 
frightening judgment of God, and just as sure as we are that death will happen to us, a 
judgment will surely follow.   

Now the author does not leave his readers in dread. Just as real and as certain 
as death is, the author tells his readers about Christ, Jesus, our High Priest, who has 
offered a greater sacrifice than any other, Himself. With His blood being shed, 
forgiveness of sins has been made (Hebrews 9:22). The wrath of God, that was 
intended for us as sinners, has been placed upon Him, at the cross. Jesus’ blood bears 
testimony to what He has done for us. And just as certain as there is a judgment after 
death, the author focuses on the certainty of Jesus’ second coming. Notice what the 
verse says, He is not coming back to deal with sin, but to save. History teaches us that 
the people of God in the Old Testament waited anxiously outside of the Holy of 
Holies on the Day of Atonement [See Footnote] , to see if their sacrifice was accepted 5

5 His reappearance provided assurance that the offering he had made had been accepted by God. The 
scribe Joshua ben Sira commented on an occasion when the Oniad high priest Simon the Just (C 200 
b.c.) presided over the Day of Atonement ritual: 
How glorious he was when the people gathered round him as he came out of the inner sanctuary! (Sir 
50:5). 
An impression of the excitement with which Simon was greeted is conveyed by an accumulation of 
metaphors with which Ben Sira seeks to describe his appearance (Sir 50:6–10). The sequence of 
entrance into the sanctuary and return to the people is reflected in the development in vv 24–28. Christ 
entered the heavenly sanctuary to appear in the presence of God on behalf of his people (v 24). He will 
appear ἐκ δευτέρου, “a second time,” to those who wait expectantly for him. 
 
 Lane, W. L. (1991). Hebrews 9–13 (Vol. 47B, p. 250). Dallas: Word, Incorporated. 
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by God. And just like them we now wait for our High Priest to return, not to see if 
God accepted the sacrifice of Jesus on our behalf, but waiting for Him to take us to 
the Father. Our Jesus, our High Priest, who has ascended into the Holiest of Holies to 
minister on our behalf, will come back, having given the most perfect and acceptable 
sacrifice on our behalf, ever, and when He does return, He will then properly usher 
us, lead us all into the presence of God, bypassing the wrath of God, condemnation 
and judgement. No other High Priest has ever done this. Again, Jesus’ first appearance 
was to take care of our sin problem. His second coming is to take care of the 
judgment problem for us. Our High priest will return, and then turn right around and 
shield us from the wrath of God and His judgment. Hebrews points to the fact that 
Jesus’ high priestly ministry, sacrifice and all, has been and will be fully effective, for 
all of those who believe. We, the believers, the ones who cling to Him, therefore have 
hope in entering the presence of God based off of who Christ is and what He has 
done.   
 

APPLICATION: 

We are a sinful people. So sinful are we that Jesus, our High Priest, has to sprinkle His 
own blood on our behalf in the Holiest of Holies before God the Father. Jesus is 
sanctifying heaven for us because of how sinful we are. Knowing this, how ought we 
to live? Should we continue to sin, thinking that it is ok because Jesus is there on our 
behalf? No! We are to be Holy as He is holy. In fact as I have been studying this 
passage I believe this all the more. How can we enter into the presence of God, 
claiming to believe in Him, all the while continuing in sin? We can’t! So, reject sin, 
cling to Christ. As John Owen once said, “be killing sin or it will be killing you.” Jesus 
is cleansing us of our sins, now we are to do our part in living out as though this is 
true. Through His word and Spirit we have the means to cleanse the sins from our 
lives because Christ has made it possible.   
 
Now, today, we know that there are people who still have not placed their faith in 
Jesus yet, as God, High Priest, Sacrifice, and Savior. If you want to start doing so, then 
start believing today. Follow Him and He will lead you to the Holy of Holies. If you 
have never been baptized and want to make a public profession in following Christ 
then we encourage you to that too. Obey Jesus’ command in going through baptism. 
We will have a service in 2 weeks, here. Let us know.  
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