
Hebrews 10: 11-18 

 
Sermon 

Date: August 25, 2019 
 
Introduction 

 
If you are visiting with us today, we are studying the book of Hebrews.  We started this study 
several months ago.  Today we will be studying Chapter 10: 11-18.   In Chapter 10 we are closing a 
long section that began in Chapter 5.  We started by understanding that Jesus is a High Priest like 
that of Melchizedek.  Jesus is greater than any of the Levitical Priests.  We studied the Old Covenant 
with the animal sacrifices and the importance of the blood.  The priest would sprinkle the people 
with blood for their sins to be forgiven.  But the priest had to do the sacrifices over and over again. 
We learned that Christ created the New Covenant, offering himself as a sacrifice ending the Old 
Covenant and the animal sacrificial system.  With Christ’s sacrifice there is no need for other 
sacrifices.  Christ’s sacrifice covered not only those born after the resurrection but also for everyone, 
even those born before the crucifixion and resurrection.  And now Christ is in the Holy of Holies in 
heaven at the right hand of God.  Two weeks ago when Jason taught we studied how the law was a 
shadow of good things to come.  In my Discipleship Community we discussed how this was a great 
analogy.  In order to have a shadow there has to be light and the light must be cast on some object. 
The shadow is not the real thing, it is a copy, but it points us to the Christ.   
   
At times you may have felt like we did. The text seemed a little repetitive, but that was part of the 
point.  The author was emphasizing the importance of all of this through repetition, but with each 
repetition there was another point to be made.  We don’t know, for sure but it is likely the 
recipients of this letter were former Jewish priests.  The author has been methodically stepping 
through point after point to show them Christ is the superior High Priest seated at the right hand of 
God and His sacrifice was a ransom for the sins of all believers and accomplished what the Old 
Testament sacrifices could not. Today in these verses we will see the last comparison of the Old and 
New Covenants.   
   
Let’s pray. 
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Text   
   
 Hebrews 10:11–18 (ESV)  
11 And every priest stands daily at his service, offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can 
never take away sins. 12 But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat 
down at the right hand of God, 13 waiting from that time until his enemies should be made a 
footstool for his feet. 14 For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are being 
sanctified.   
15 And the Holy Spirit also bears witness to us; for after saying,   

16  “This is the covenant that I will make with them  
after those days, declares the Lord:   

I will put my laws on their hearts,   
and write them on their minds,”   
17 then he adds,   

“I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.”   
18 Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin.   
   
 
Exposition 1  
 
Let’s read verse 11 again, 
   

11 And every priest stands daily at his service, offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, which 
can never take away sins. 

   
Let’s start with an observation.  In the original text, the tense of this verse is in the present tense, 
which means these sacrifices were still being offered.  Some commentaries state this is evidence to 
support the book of Hebrews was written before 70 AD.  The temple was destroyed by the Romans 
in 70 AD and the sacrifices stopped.   
 
Now in verse 11, “Every priest stands daily”, This is the first time the word “stands” has been 
mentioned.  This is not only the High Priest, the one that goes into the Holy of Holies, but the 
author now includes all the priests.  They stand daily offering the same sacrifice. This includes the 
work of the priests in the outer courts.   The priest would not get to sit down because the work of 
these priest would never be complete.   
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Let’s read verses 12 & 13 
 

12 But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the 
right hand of God, 13 waiting from that time until his enemies should be made a footstool 
for his feet. 

   
 
Christ freely offered himself as a sacrifice for sins for all time.  There will not be another sacrifice 
for sins.  The Jewish priests are standing because their work was not complete.  Why did Jesus sit 
down?  Let’s read John 19:30.  In this verse Jesus is on the cross and here are some of His final 
words. 
 

John 19:30 (ESV)  
30 When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is finished,” and he bowed his head 
and gave up his spirit.   

 
The words “It is finished”, means Jesus’ work on earth was complete.  Jesus had completed all that 
God the Father asked of Him. His ministry on this earth was finished.  This also indicates that God 
accepted His offering.  And because His work was complete God allowed Him into the most Holy 
Place, which is at His right hand. God’s presence is the place of ultimate authority.  Christ’s work 
now is to intercede on the behalf of the believers.   
 
Let’s read verse 13 again, 
 

13 waiting from that time until his enemies should be made a footstool for his feet. 
 
This is a reference to Psalm 110:1 
 
Psalm 110:1 (ESV)  

1  The LORD says to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand, until I make your enemies your  
footstool.”   

 
While in God’s presence, He will be waiting until the time His enemies will be made a footstool. 
This describes Christ’s second coming.  When Christ returns He will defeat His enemies. All things 
will be subject to him.  Christ will establish His kingdom. The believer does not need to fear this.  It 
is through the finished and complete work of Christ’s sacrifice that we are made holy in His sight 
and we will be allowed into the most Holy of Holy Places with Him in heaven. 
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Verse 14 
 

 14 For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are being 
      sanctified.   

 
It is through Christ’s sacrifice that we are being perfected.  Perfected here means “a state of 
completion”, (Wuest).  It is through Christ’s sacrifice that we are cleansed, or made holy and 
allowed to enter into the presence of God. All the tenses are used in this verse, We can say, I am 
saved, I am being saved, and I shall be saved.  If you are a believer in Christ you are in sanctification. 
You are growing in Christ.  And we will be in sanctification until God calls us home or when He 
returns.   
 
Now that Christ has perfected us through His sacrifice and we are forgiven and He does not 

remember our sin, does that mean that Christians don’t sin or get sick?   No.  Christians still sin and 

get sick. This is the reason we are still being sanctified.  We are perfected through forgiveness, but 

we are still being sanctified until Christ returns or He calls us home.   

 
The author of Hebrews wants the Jewish Priest to understand the fullness or completeness of 
Christ’s sacrifice so they will have confidence in the supreme authority He holds.   
   
   
Exposition 2 
 
Let’s read verses 15 & 16 
   

 15 And the Holy Spirit also bears witness to us; for after saying,   
16  “This is the covenant that I will make with them  

after those days, declares the Lord:   
I will put my laws on their hearts,   

and write them on their minds,”   
 
 
In these two verses this is the first benefit of the new covenant.  These verses are written in the 
present tense.  They also reference the books of Ezekiel and Jeremiah.   
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Let’s read Ezekiel 36:27 
   

Ezekiel 36:27 (ESV)  
27 And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful 
to obey my rules.   

 
 
Here in the Old Testament we see that God said He would “put my Spirit within you and cause you 
to walk in my statues”.   When does God do this?   
   
Let’s refer to our study in Ephesians 1:13 
   

 Ephesians 1: 13 (ESV)  
13 In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and 
believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit,   

 
   
Notice the word promised is past tense, it was promised in the Old Testament and here in 
Ephesians we see the promise fulfilled. When you accept the truth, it is through your salvation you 
are sealed with the Holy Spirit.  We belong to Christ and the Holy Spirit is the seal of the believer. 
The Holy Spirit will give us the desire and ability to follow Jesus.   
   
Hebrews 10: 16 is a quote from Jeremiah 31: 31-33 
   
Jeremiah 31:31–33 (ESV)  

The New Covenant  
31 “Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with 
the house of Israel and the house of Judah, 32 not like the covenant that I made with their 
fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my 
covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, declares the LORD. 33 For this is the 
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the LORD: I will 
put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be their God, and they 
shall be my people.   

 
   
The Old Covenant was written.  The Ten Commandments were written on a stone tablet.  The law 
given to Moses was written down.  The New Covenant is written on our minds and hearts, not on 
stone or paper.  The Old Covenant was external to the heart.  The blood of the sacrifices was 
sprinkled on the people to cleanse them of their sins.  The New Covenant gets below the skin, it 
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goes directly to the heart.  The Old Covenant was given to the nation of Israel.  The New Covenant 
is given to individuals.  Each individual must put their faith in Jesus Christ to be forgiven.  In the 
New Covenant there is an internal transformation in the believer.   
   
 
Exposition 3 
 

Now let’s read the last two verses, Hebrews 10:17-18 
   

17 then he adds,  “I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.”   
18 Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin.   

 
   
The first phrase, “Then He adds”, “there is more”.  There is a second benefit to the covenant.  This is 
also a quote from Jeremiah 31: 34.   
   
Let’s read Jeremiah 31: 34 
 

Jeremiah 31:34 (ESV)  
34 And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying, ‘Know the 
LORD,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, declares the 
LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.”   

 
   
The foundation of the New Covenant is the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus Christ and He now 
sits at the right hand of God.  It is because of the sacrifice of Jesus that we have forgiveness.  That is 
it.  There is no other way that you can be forgiven and have access to God.  And through this, we 
are free from the bondage of sin.  We have been released.  We have been redeemed.   We belong to 
Christ.   
 
Now the phrase Christ remembers our sin no more.  I believe God sometimes uses our 
circumstances to teach us.  Over the last week I have been thinking about this.  I have spent a lot of 
time with my parents over the last several months.  My Dad went home from rehab and we are 
trying to make sure he will do well at home.  The doctors believe that my Dad has Alzheimer’s. 
There are many things he cannot remember.  He doesn’t have the ability to recall certain memories. 
They are just gone from his mind.  Is this what the author of Hebrews is saying here, that God 
doesn’t remember our sin?  I don’t think so.  It is not that Christ can’t remember our sins.  He 
chooses not to remember our sin. We have been forgiven.  If Jesus Christ was right here beside me 
and I asked him, do you remember this past sin in my life or this other sin, what does the Bible tell 
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us He probably would say?  You are forgiven!  I remember your sin no more.  If that is the case, 
then why do we sometimes remember our sin?  We cannot forgive ourselves. Why do we have a 
hard time letting go of our sin?  It could be for several reasons, guilt, maybe pain or we are holding a 
grudge.  Whatever the reason, Christ covered your sin on the Cross.  You are forgiven!  But there is 
something else going on here.  This is the strongest way that Christ could say that His sacrifice was 
sufficient.  Jesus was the perfect sacrifice and He did all that God the Father asked him to do.  His 
work is complete.  This means the Old Covenant sacrifices don’t mean anything at this point.  They 
are not going to cleanse you of your sin.  And to continue to practice the animal sacrifices is to deny 
Jesus as the Superior High Priest, the Son of God and His crucifixion and resurrection were not 
enough.  This would be disobedience to the New Covenant.  The author is telling these Jewish 
priests to stay focused on Jesus.  Don’t turn away from Him.  Have confidence in who He is.  Stand 
firm in this time of persecution.  Your salvation is at stake.   Do we have confidence in Jesus Christ, 
that He has forgiven us of our sin and remembers it no more?  We need to have this confidence as 
well.  We need to stay focused on Christ, don’t drift, and keep moving toward the light. Let’s 
encourage each other along the way. 
   
Let’s pray. 
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