
HEBREWS 10:26-31 
 

SERMON: 

DATE: Sunday, September 8, 2019 
 
INTRODUCTION: 

If you have your Bible, please turn to Hebrews 10:26-31. Last week, Lee 
preached verses 19-25, and what he taught is important for us as a church. Since 
Christ is our Great High Priest: 

1. We Don’t drift from God, but are to draw near to God. 
2. We Don’t let go of what we’ve learned, but hold fast to it.   
3. We Don’t isolate from God’s people, but we are to congregate with them. 

In a fallen world, where the current of culture is constantly pulling us away from 
Christ, our only hope is trusting in the Spirit of God and standing firm together to 
weather out this storm. We are to be anchored to Him. To drive this point home 
with his readers, the author of Hebrews gives 5 stern warnings throughout the letter, 
chapters 2, 3, 5, 10, and 12. Today’s text is the warning found in chapter 10. This is 
not a passage that people in our culture will appreciate, especially when so many of us 
desire our comfort, our prosperity, our happiness over holiness. We, who desire to 
talk about the love of God, the grace of God, the Great promises of God and live 
flippantly in these truths alone, this passage today, will upset you. The warnings, just 
like the divine promises, are intended to prevent us from drifting away and today’s 
warning will be aimed specifically at those who are in deliberate sin. You know those 
people. People who love money. All they think about is how little they have or how 
much they have. All of their decisions are based on how to make more. You know 
those people who are content with an addiction to a substance or to porn. Not 
struggling with as though they are trying to flee from it, but those who don’t care and 
secretly desire it more than Christ. You know those people who are content being out 
of community with other believers. Why do people deliberately live out of 
community? Maybe they are too busy. Trying to cram too much into their schedules; 
sports, family time, events, etc... Being in community is a sacrifice to self and it’s 
desires. You know those people who are gluttons. Not those who are trying to stop 
the addiction of eating, but those who take pleasure in eating. Can’t say no because 
they don’t want to. These are some pf the types of people who live in deliberate sin. 
 
For some of you today, are going to hear this waning and automatically think of 
those people and that you are safe, but I would say that for you, you should be 
careful because that person may actually be you. 



 
TEXT: 

26 For if we go on sinning deliberately after receiving the knowledge of the 
truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, 27 but a fearful expectation of 
judgment, and a fury of fire that will consume the adversaries. 28 Anyone who has set 
aside the law of Moses dies without mercy on the evidence of two or three witnesses. 
29 How much worse punishment, do you think, will be deserved by the one who has 
trampled underfoot the Son of God, and has profaned the blood of the covenant by 
which he was sanctified, and has outraged the Spirit of grace? 30 For we know him 
who said, “Vengeance is mine; I will repay.” And again, “The Lord will judge his 
people.” 31 It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.   
 
PRAYER:   
 
EXPOSITION 1: HEBREWS 10:26-27  

Do Not Keep Sinning 

 
26 For if we go on sinning deliberately after receiving the knowledge of the truth, 
there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, 27 but a fearful expectation of judgment, 
and a fury of fire that will consume the adversaries.   
 
Let’s start with the first few words, “ For if we go on sinning deliberately.” First, 
notice the subject of this sentence. We. The author makes himself a part of this “we.” 
This is something that we all should take notice of. The warning the author writes is 
meant for himself just as much as it is for everyone else reading it. We too, are a part 
of this “we,” and just like the early readers were jarred with these words, so too should 
we. Now, what about the deliberate sinning. All of us are sinners, are we not? We 
learned a few weeks ago that Christ has perfected those who are being sanctified. To 
be continually sanctified  in and of itself says that we are still sinners. We still deal 
with sin. The verb tense found here in verse 26 is important to understand. Sinning. 
This is a present continuous action. It isn’t like the author is writing about one 
particular type of sin, but a willingness to continue sinning in general. Another way 
of looking at it is do we intentionally choose to be in sin rather than fleeing from it 
and pursuing Christ. Let’s also look at the timing of this sin. When does it occur? 
“After receiving the knowledge of the truth.” What is this about? People who have 
heard about Christ, know who He is and what He has done and yet still deliberately, 
intentionally, go on sinning. How many of you know of someone like this? Maybe 
they went to church, got baptized, said they are a Christian, but live a life contrary to 



the Gospel. Sound familiar? But it is more than just this, look at this verse in context? 
Read verses 23-25 again. Lee spoke on this last week.   

“Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who 
promised is faithful. And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and 
good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but 
encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.” 

 “Contextually, we may conclude that failure to draw near, hold fast, and to stir up 
one another to love and good deeds because of habitual absence from the community 
is at least part of the willful sin.”  Not being an active part of the church, is likely 1

indicative of continual sin. This makes sense. How can you accept Christ and not His 
bride? How can you accept the Spirit of God but reject His gifts? How many of these 
people do you know? “I believe in Jesus, I read my Bible, but I don't want to be a part 
of the church.” “I don’t trust the church.” “I listen to my podcast sermon when I drive 
to work instead of church.” I am not saying that all of this wrong in of itself, and I 
don’t want to come across as legalistic, but it is hard to believe that one is truly saved, 
if they are not, stirring up others to love and do good works, choosing to 
intentionally meet with others regularly, nor encouraging each other in the Lord. 
 
Now, for the one who deliberately, intentionally sins against God, what does the 
verse say about this one’s consequence?   

“There no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, 27 but a fearful expectation of 
judgment, and a fury of fire that will consume the adversaries.” 

WHOA NOW! This escalated real quick. Every single person in the history of the 
world has one common future. One that places every one of us in front of an angry, 
wrathful, just God. Once there, only two outcomes are possible. The first, Jesus, our 
great sacrifice, taking the wrath of God in our place and experiencing the grace and 
love of God, or second, the judgment of God with all of His furious wrath upon us. 
That’s it, and what the author is saying here in verses 26 and 27 is that the one who 
has knowledge of Christ, and deliberately chooses to stay in sin, has no sacrifice 
(Jesus) standing in their place, but rather they have the full wrath of God instead. So, 
in case you didn’t know this, God HATES sin! He punishes sin. It doesn’t matter how 
kind you are, how good you are, how inclusive or exclusive you are. If there is any sin 
in you, you will be punished. The verse says that a “fury of fire” will consume the 
adversaries. This “fury” can also be translated as zeal or passion. This isn’t just about a 
perfect judge sentencing people to a just punishment. This is God of creation, who is 
heavily emotionally involved in His hatred towards sin. He is fiery passionate against 
sin, and upon those whom He will unleash this fury, He calls them His adversaries. 
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Our God will consume His adversaries in a consuming fire. How many of you 
remember the story about Korah in Numbers 16:35 and 26:10? “The description of 
judgment as a fire that devours and utterly destroys recalls the actual experience of 
the followers of Korah who were consumed by fire because they had shown contempt 
for God (Num 16:35; 26:10). The consequence of apostasy is terrifying, irrevocable 
judgment.”   Justice will be served and His Holy anger will be satisfied.   2

 
EXPOSITION 2: HEBREWS 10:28-31 

The Punishment is Real 

28 Anyone who has set aside the law of Moses dies without mercy on the evidence of 
two or three witnesses. 29 How much worse punishment, do you think, will be 
deserved by the one who has trampled underfoot the Son of God, and has profaned 
the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has outraged the Spirit of 
grace? 30 For we know him who said, “Vengeance is mine; I will repay.” And again, 
“The Lord will judge his people.” 31 It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the 
living God.   
 
So, here we go. Let’s talk about the punishment for one who keeps deliberately 
sinning. In verse 28, a comparison is being made. Actually, a fortiori argument is 
being formed. This is an argument where the first example in the argument is 
accepted as true is being used to show the greatness of the second part of the 
argument. (If teaching english is difficult to native english speakers, then teaching 
english to non-native speakers is even more difficult.”  If people in the OT, under the 
Old Covenant, were killed for not obeying the law without mercy, on the basis of 2 or 
more witnesses, then how much more severe is the punishment for those under the 
New Covenant.   

One thing is clear: under the Mosaic covenant, the penalty for willful sin was 
physical death. In Numbers 15, soteriology is not the issue. The issue is what 
happens when one violated the Mosaic covenant. For example, in Num 
15:32–36, a man found picking up sticks on the Sabbath day was in violation of 
the Mosaic law. The penalty for such was severe according to Exod 31:14–15: 
the person was to be “cut off,” where the clear meaning is “put to death.” That 
this scenario from the Old Testament is in the author’s mind in Heb 10:26 is 
confirmed by his statement in 10:28 that one who has violated the law of 
Moses dies without mercy “on the testimony of two or three witnesses.”  3
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3 Allen, D. L. (2010). Hebrews (pp. 521–522). Nashville, TN: B & H Publishing Group. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/wbc47b?ref=Bible.Heb10.26-27&off=7895&ctx=f+contempt+for+God.%0a~The+motif+of+inescap
https://ref.ly/logosres/wbc47b?ref=Bible.Heb10.26-27&off=7895&ctx=f+contempt+for+God.%0a~The+motif+of+inescap
https://ref.ly/logosres/nac35?ref=Bible.Heb10.26&off=2238&ctx=ing+their+faith.%E2%80%9D74%0a~The+author+may+have+
https://ref.ly/logosres/nac35?ref=Bible.Heb10.26&off=2238&ctx=ing+their+faith.%E2%80%9D74%0a~The+author+may+have+


“In Deut 17:2–7 the death penalty is the punishment for idolatry, provided that 
the commission of the act is proven by the concurrence of at least two or three 
witnesses (Deut 17:6; cf. Num 35:30 for the analogous crime of murder). The 
detail that the offender must be put to death “without pity” is drawn from Deut 
13:8 (“Show him no pity. Do not spare him or shield him”).”  4

 
If someone in the OT was caught picking up sticks on the Sabbath they could be 
killed. Not for just picking up sticks, but for their blatant disregard for the Law, 
putting something else in place of God. Idolatry. If we read the OT and understand 
that this scenario is true, then “how much worse punishment, do you think, will be 
deserved by the one who has trampled underfoot the Son of God, and has profaned 
the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has outraged the Spirit of 
grace?” Death would be the easiest of their punishment. Judgment by God, facing the 
wrath of God is worse. Notice too, how the blatant sinner, the adversary of God is 
described.   

1. They are one who has trampled underfoot the Son of God. 
2. They are one who has profaned the blood of the covenant. 
3. They are one who has outraged the Spirit of Grace. 

All three of these descriptions are opposite to the response of one who genuinely 
knows Christ. We read this in last week’s text, did you see it? I already said it earlier 
in today’s message… “Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy 
places by the blood of Jesus, 20 by the new and living way that he opened for us 
through the curtain, that is, through his flesh, 21 and since we have a great priest over 
the house of God, we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus…” 

1. We Don’t drift from God, but are to draw near to God. 
2. We Don’t let go of what we’ve learned, but hold fast to it.   
3. We Don’t isolate from God’s people, but we are to congregate with them. 

 

This person in today’s text is one who has trampled underfoot the Son of God. 

They aren’t drawing near to God. They were introduced to Jesus, acted like they were 
friends and when things got serious, they trampled over Him and ran away from 
Him.  
 
This person in today’s text is one who has profaned the blood of the 

covenant. 

The adversary of God, the willful sinner, treats the precious, sacred, purifying, blood 
of Christ, that which brought the new covenant to fruition and the substance by 
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which he or she was sanctified, as something less than extraordinary, something 
common, defiled, profane, and unholy. The irony is that the adversary is the defiled 
one who in need of purification by this blood, is making the blood itself appear to be 
the defiled substance. Almost as if they are in no need of it. They profane the blood! 
We just spent weeks studying the importance of the blood of Christ. Go back and 
look at Chapter 9. Now this person who has heard of the blood, knows its power, 
rejects it and profanes it! Now, we do need to take a moment here and discuss how 
this one was sanctified while profaning the blood. This verse can easily be understood 
as a Christian losing their salvation due to the fact that it specifically says he or she 
was sanctified. How do we handle this especially when we read about the power of 
the blood in our lives in Hebrews 13:20-21,   

“Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, 21 

equip you with everything good that you may do his will, working in us that 
which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever 
and ever. Amen.” 

To understand this, we need to be reminded of what the other warnings in Hebrews 
said. There are people who will hear the Gospel, make a profession, be a part of the 
body and enjoy its blessings, but not be truly saved.   
Remember Hebrews 3:14, "For we have become partakers of Christ, if we hold fast 
the beginning of our assurance firm until the end." This means that if we do not hold 
fast to the end, then we "had not become a partaker of Christ." Failure to persevere in 
faith is not a sign of losing salvation but of never having been a partaker of Christ. 
What about 10:14, where the author says, "By one offering He has perfected for all 
time those who are being sanctified." He has perfected those who are being sanctified. 
What about Hebrews 6:4-6, “For it is impossible, in the case of those who have once 
been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, and have shared in the Holy 
Spirit, 5 and have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the age to 
come, 6 and then have fallen away, to restore them again to repentance.” And then in 
6:7-8, In verses 7-8, the author uses a farming analogy to describe two different types 
of individuals. Both individuals drink the same rain, yet one produces a good crop 
while the other produces thorns and thistles. The author is saying that there are 
people in the church who will hear the same message, appear to possess the same 
salvation, and yet one will persevere in the faith and produce good spiritual fruit, 
while the other will not preserve and produce thornes. In the end, that second 
individual will not be reconciled to God through Christ. This passage is very 
reminiscent of the Parable of the Sower that Christ taught in Matthew 13:1-23, Mark 
4:1-20 and Luke 8:4-15. This is a sobering reality that we must all deal with. There 
are people in the church who may be members of the organization, attend the Bible 



Studies, go on the mission trips, pray the prayers, sing the songs, listen to the 
preaching of the word, but are not true members of the family of Christ. 1 John 2:19 
talks about this problem, “19 They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if 
they had been of us, they would have continued with us. But they went out, that it 
might become plain that they all are not of us.” So, back to this verse in chapter 10. 
This fruitless sanctification seems to be the religious separation and outward 
purification that often happens when a person becomes part of the visible church. 
The person hears the truth in preaching and teaching. They feel the love among the 
saints in the church even take part in communion. And as Piper says, “They feel the 
blowing of God's Spirit of grace and taste his wooing and winning influences. And in 
all of this, they are visibly set apart from the world - sanctified the way the people of 
Israel was sanctified among the nations, even though many of them were faithless. 
And all of this gracious influence was purchased by the blood of Christ, so that verse 
29 says, it was indeed "by the blood of the covenant" that these hypocrites were 
sanctified.”  But in the end they were not truly sanctified towards salvation. They had 5

the looks of sanctification, for a little while, but it was not real. 
 
Lastly, the person in today’s text has outraged the Spirit of Grace. 

“To “insult” the Spirit is to treat him with insolence and arrogance by disregarding his 
work of saving grace in one’s life.”  This is also rejecting the Spirit’s gifts and 6

experiencing the Spirit in the body of Christ.   
 
This leads us to the final point. God will rightly punish His adversaries, those who 
have rejected and trampled His Son, profaned the blood, and insulted the Spirit. For 
them we read, ““Vengeance is mine; I will repay.” And again, “The Lord will judge his 
people.” 31 It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.” You thought the 
punishment in the OT was bad, imagine this one. God will judge each one of us 
accordingly. The text even says, “He will judge HIS people.” As II Corinthians 5:10 
says, “10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one 
may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil.” 
How will you be judged? Think about this for a moment. To be someone who knows 
of Christ. To have experienced His blessings, like we learned in Chapter 6. To have 
been a part of those blessings while being with the people of the church. To have 
experienced the Spirit in our lives, and then to reject it all to pursue our own selfish 
desires, and then to die and have to stand before God one day. What is there? You 
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facing God’s passionate, fiery fury. You are not a friend of God. You are not a 
misunderstood child of God. You are His enemy who will be severely punished. 
 
CONCLUSION: 
So, take heed to the warning of this text, just like the others in this book. Hold fast to 
Christ. Consider Him daily. Remind yourself of His truths daily. Persevere and trust 
in His words and join the rest of us who are doing this together. Let’s pray. 
   
PRAYER: 


