
HEBREWS 10:32-39 

 

SERMON: 

DATE: Sunday, September 15, 2019 
How do you handle persecution? Do you embrace it or do you protect yourself?   
How do you choose to handle suffering? Do you embrace it? If you do you will find 
endurance. Your training ground for endurance is suffering. If you choose comfort, 
and the easy way out, you are choosing to shrink back and shipwreck your illusion of 
faith.   
   
INTRODUCTION: 

If you have your Bible, I’d like to encourage you to turn to Hebrews 10:32-39. 
If you are new to MBC, one of the things that we like to do is co-teach. Co-teaching 
is basically where all of the elders come together and walk through the text. That is 
what we will be doing this morning with Hebrews 10:32-39. Another thing that you 
will quickly pick up on is that we love the Bible. We are people of the Bible. Because 
of that, we like to read the Bible together, and pray that God will bless our time 
together as we dive into the depths of His Word. That is actually what we will do 
now. We will now read Hebrews 10:32-39 and spend time in prayer over our time in 
the text.   
 
TEXT: 

32 But recall the former days when, after you were enlightened, you endured a 
hard struggle with sufferings, 33 sometimes being publicly exposed to reproach and 
affliction, and sometimes being partners with those so treated. 34 For you had 
compassion on those in prison, and you joyfully accepted the plundering of your 
property, since you knew that you yourselves had a better possession and an abiding 
one. 35 Therefore do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward. 36 For 
you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God you may 
receive what is promised. 37 For,   

“Yet a little while,   
and the coming one will come and will not delay;   

38  but my righteous one shall live by faith,   
and if he shrinks back,   

my soul has no pleasure in him.”   
39 But we are not of those who shrink back and are destroyed, but of those who have 
faith and preserve their souls.   
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PRAYER:   
Heavenly Father, 

It is never a simple or insignificant thing to open Your Word and proclaim its 
treasures to Your Bride the Church. Father, in this moment together we pray for 
grace; your favor on us who don’t deserve it. We ask for Your grace to be able to 
accurately communicate the depths of this passage to Your people. Grace to keep us 
from any error. Grace for all of us to accurately apply this text to our lives. Grace to 
keep us from misunderstanding or misconstruing what Your Word says. Father, in 
our flesh, humans can make a mess of Your Word… many people have; and so we ask 
that Your Precious Holy Spirit will keep us from making a mess of Your Word. Guide 
us together as we dive into this text. Father we ask that by Your grace, you keep our 
minds from wandering away from the text and our hearts from ever being calloused 
to the text. Father, we don’t take this moment lightly and so we ask that You please be 
gracious to us in this time together. Finally Father, we thank You for Christ. The one 
by which we have access to You in this time together. We ask that what You 
accomplished through Your Son be magnified and highly exalted in this congregation 
this morning. In Christ’s Name we pray, 
Amen.   

 
EXPOSITION 1: HEBREWS 10:32-34 

Lee  
On Sunday, March 24, 2019, we began our study in the book of Hebrews. We 

are in our 30th week of study in the book of Hebrews. That’s about 6 months. Over 
that time we have learned much. One of the major things we have learned over this 
study is that context is key. In order for us to understand what the author of Hebrews 
was trying to communicate, we must understand the context that he was writing in. 
Through our study, we have learned that the author was writing to Jewish Christians, 
who were possibly ex-priests and rabbi. These individuals experienced great 
persecution from their conversion to Chrstianity. With that they were often tempted 
to abandon their faith and go back into Judaism. With this temptation in mind, the 
author wrote five passages of warning in the book of Hebrews.   

Every time the author wrote a word of warning, he followed it up with a word 
of encouragement and comfort. This is a pattern that the author used throughout the 
book. Last week, Jason unpacked the second part of the one of the warnings from 
Hebrews 10:26-31; but the warning actually started in verse 19. In 10:19-31, the 
author is warning his readers that, in the face of persecution, his reader is not to 
neglect fellowship with the church, and don’t live in unrepented sin, for if you do, the 
salvation of Christ may not be in you. In Chapter 10:32-39, the author is providing 
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comfort and encouragement from his previous warning by using his audiences past 
experiences in persecution to encourage them to persevere.   

 

32 But recall the former days when, after you were enlightened, you endured a hard 
struggle with sufferings, 33 sometimes being publicly exposed to reproach and 
affliction, and sometimes being partners with those so treated. 34 For you had 
compassion on those in prison, and you joyfully accepted the plundering of your 
property, since you knew that you yourselves had a better possession and an abiding 
one.   
 

In these three verses, the author uses a brilliant technique to encourage his 
audience. The author uses the past experiences of his audience to encourage their 
present and future existence. The author is using their past experience in being 
persecuted as a means to encourage them in the present.   
 

Persecution can sometimes be an ambiguous word. A few years ago I watched a 
news story that had to do with the issue of Persecution. There was a city in North 
Carolina that was threatening to fine a church for breaking a noise ordinance. The 
report was that the decibel level at this church on Sunday morning was so high that it 
broke the city ordinance. The news organization interviewed the pastor and he said 
that that city was, “Persecuting us because we are Christians and we want to worship 
Jesus.” When the news interviewed the city about the issue, one of the city officials 
said, “The issue isn’t their worshiping Jesus, they have the absolute right to do that, 
the issue is that they are break the ordinance of the city. It’s breaking the ordinance 
that was set by the governing body of this city. If a bar or concert hall were playing 
their music as loud as this church we would ask them to turn it down as well; which 
in fact we do often.” This pastor had a poor understanding of persecution. 
Persecution is hostility toward or ill treatment of someone based upon their religious 
beliefs. That city official could care less about their beliefs, he just wanted them to 
turn down the music a little bit.   

 
In Hebrews 10:32-34, however, we get a very clear picture of what persecution 

really looks like. Look at some of the language that was used to describe their 
persecution: “you endured a hard struggle with sufferings, 33 sometimes being publicly 
exposed to reproach and affliction, and sometimes being partners with those so 
treated... you joyfully accepted the plundering of your property, since you knew that 
you yourselves had a better possession and an abiding one.” These believers 
experienced true persecution.   
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During the time in which this book was written, Christians were considered as 
being the lowest and most hated individuals in society. The Romans viewed them as 
pagans who worshiped the son of a prostitute. In Rome a carving was found in a 
room near The Palatine Hill of called Alexamenos Graffito. It’s a depiction of Jesus 
with a Donkey head hanging on a cross while a Roman Soldier Alexamenos worships 
him. So the Romans hated Christians. The Jews also hated Christians. They viewed 
Christians as heretics of Judaism, and deserved to be punished for their perverting the 
law of Moses.   

 
Laws were actually passed that encouraged the mistreatment of Christians. In 

fact this text actually talks about it. In those days, if a Christian were arrested, it was 
legally permissible for their friends and family members to go into their residence and 
plunder their property, take up residence in their home. When, or if, the Christian 
was freed, they would go home to find that all of their property taken or their home 
would be lived in by someone else. The only option was for the person to rely on the 
generosity of other fellow Christians to help them build another life.   
 

But notice the word of encouragement that the author gave those individuals. 
He reminds them that, although their property was taken, they knew that, regardless 
of what they had on earth, they had a better possession waiting for them.  

All of this leads to another question: when we are persecuted, how do we 
endure it? How do we handle persecution? Mike is going to unpack that this 
morning.   
 
EXPOSITION 2: HEBREWS 10:35-38 

Mike 

35 Therefore do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward. 36 For you 
have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God you may receive 
what is promised.   
 
Verse 35 
      35 Therefore do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward. 
 
“Therefore”, gives us context.  The following verses are within the context of 
everything that Lee just covered.  So, let’s just start with verse 35.  The words “throw 
away” have a passive meaning.  They mean to cast something aside.  It could be a gift 
that you receive and then set it aside.  It is not like drifting.  In drifting, you do 
nothing.  Here there is action in setting it aside.  Now what were they setting aside, 
“your confidence”.  Confidence is freedom in speaking.  This refers to professing their 
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faith in Christ.  The great reward we know is salvation.  And the gift is great because 
the giver of the reward is God.  So let’s put all of this together.  The author is telling 
these Jewish priests not to set aside their confidence, their cheerful profession of faith 
in Christ. It has a great reward which is to be in the most holy place with Christ who 
is seated at the right hand of God.   
 
Verse 36 
36 For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God you 
may receive what is promised. 
 
The word “endurance” is the most important idea in these verses.  This is the greatest 
concern the author has for his readers, that they endure in their faith.  Chapters 5-10 
have been building up to this.  Every warning and every promise that has been said 
has been to encourage endurance of his readers.  Endurance is a persistent life of faith 
and obedience despite the persecution or suffering.  It is important to understand 
there is a relationship between faith, obedience and endurance.  A life of faith is a life 
of endurance through reliance on God.  We must be obedient in our faith to Christ. 
Our faith must endure and the only way our faith can endure in the face of 
persecution or suffering is through total dependence on God.  The phrase, “will of 
God” points back to verses 5-10 where Jesus had done the will of God by coming to 
this earth and offering His body as a sacrifice for our sins.  Christ was obedient to the 
will of God.  We are to be in the will of God by enduring in faith until the end of our 
lives.   
 
Have you ever had your faith or endurance tested?  Have you ever found yourself in a 
place where you just didn’t know how you were going to take the next step, a place 
that seemed impossible to overcome?  I have.  Let’s look at an example of how to 
endure 
 
2 Chronicles 20:10–12 (ESV) 
10 And now behold, the men of Ammon and Moab and Mount Seir, whom you would 
not let Israel invade when they came from the land of Egypt, and whom they avoided 
and did not destroy— 11 behold, they reward us by coming to drive us out of your 
possession, which you have given us to inherit. 12 O our God, will you not execute 
judgment on them? For we are powerless against this great horde that is coming 
against us. We do not know what to do, but our eyes are on you.” 
   
These great armies were coming against Judah.  They believed they would be 
destroyed. They did not know what to do so they sought God. They fixed their eyes 
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on God and God provided for them.  They endured under this pending battle.  When 
we don’t know what to do, or how to get through persecution, suffering and 
adversity, we put our eyes on God every time.   
 
Verses 37 & 38 
37 For, “Yet a little while, and the coming one will come and will not delay; 38 but my 
righteous one shall live by faith, and if he shrinks back, my soul has no pleasure in 
him.” 
   
These verses are a reference to Habakkuk 2: 3-4 and Isaiah 26:20.  Let’s first read 
Habakkuk 2:3 (ESV) 
3 For still the vision awaits its appointed time; it hastens to the end—it will not lie. If it 
seems slow, wait for it; it will surely come; it will not delay. 
   
The readers of Habakkuk were under persecution from the Chaldeans.  They were 
being encouraged to endure, to wait on the coming Lord.  Here in Hebrews, we have 
a similar situation, which is why the author quotes Habakkuk. “If it seems slow, wait 
for it; it will surely come; it will not delay.  In Hebrews verse 37 the phrase “yet a little 
while” means in a very little while.  We are to wait.  We are to be patient in what 
God has promised.  Another verse to reference here is Isaiah 26:20. 
 
Isaiah 26:20 (ESV) 

20  Come, my people, enter your chambers, and shut your doors behind you; hide 
ourselves for a little while until the fury has passed by. 

Here in Isaiah we see a similar text.  Endure this persecution, this fury.  When faced 
with persecution, suffering or adversity we are to endure through it. 
The next phrase in verse 37, “the coming one will come and not delay”.  In Habakkuk 
this is pointing out there will be a Messiah.  Here in Hebrews we read the Messiah is 
Jesus Christ and He will come.  There is an appointed time when Christ will return, 
so between today and the day Christ’s returns we are to wait.  This explains why 
endurance is so important. We must endure in a life of faith until Christ returns.   
 
 Now let’s read verse 4 in Habakkuk. 
4 “Behold, his soul is puffed up; it is not upright within him, but the righteous shall 
live by his faith. 
 
The righteous shall live by faith is quoted in Hebrews 10:38.  Let’s read verse 38. 
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38 but my righteous one shall live by faith, and if he shrinks back, my soul has no 
pleasure in him.” 
   
The righteous one will patiently wait in confidence that God will fulfill His promise. 
The righteous one will live a life of faith and endure persecution or suffering.  The 
righteous one will receive the great reward which is an eternity in heaven with 
Christ.  And what about the one who shrinks back? The meaning here is to draw back 
in fear.  The one who shrinks back has lost sight of the goal of endurance.  They have 
taken their eyes off of Christ and have chosen to rely on something else.  If they 
shrink back, like Jason said last week, they were never righteous to start with.  And 
finally, what does God say about those who shrink back?  “my soul has no pleasure in 
him.”    This is the ultimate divine displeasure.  Those who shrink back have lost their 
confidence in God and will not receive the promised reward.  They did not endure 
the suffering and persecution.  They took their eyes off of God.  They will live in 
eternity separated from God.   
 
CONCLUSION: HEBREWS 10:39 

Jason 

39 But we are not of those who shrink back and are destroyed, but of those who have 
faith and preserve their souls.   
 
For us, it is hard to fully understand the type of persecution that the original readers 
of Hebrews were enduring. There are people all over the word who do go through 
similar types of persecution, but not many of us. For us, in Mebane, NC, it is not the 
same. So, how do we relate this passage in Hebrews to our context today? Well, we all 
face situations where we similarly want to shrink back from our faith. So, think about 
that, why do you shrink back? Why do you shrink back from hardships or even 
persecution when you face it? Let’s take a moment and look at some real life examples 
of shrinking back in our cultural context.   
 
In our culture, shrinking back looks like: 

Being passive instead of bold in our faith? You all know someone in your life that you 
are afraid to share Christ with. You are afraid of what people may think or say about 
you. Maybe it’s your boss or supervisor and you are afraid of being turned into HR. 
This raises the question. Do you think your reputation is better than Christ? Do you 
think your job is better than Christ? Maybe it’s a lost family member.  Do you think 
your family status is better than Christ?  II Timothy 3:12 says, “Indeed, all who desire 
to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.” Think about Noah and his 
family. They were mocked for the boldness that Noah displayed. Not just Noah, but 
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also his family. Some of you may have that family member that is bold in their faith, 
and quite honestly they embarrass you to the point where you want to shrink back. 
My Father-In-Law is one of those who is extremely bold in sharing his faith. There 
was this one time at a cornhole tournament.... [share the story about tournament] 
 
In our culture, shrinking back looks like: 

Running from God because you or someone you know is diagnosed with a terminal 
illness? Running from God when he doesn’t cure you from your cancer or illness? 
This raises the question, “do you think that being healthy is better than being with 
Christ? Did God not form your body? Did he not number your days (Psalm 139)? Did 
He not promise steadfastness from your suffering? James 1:2. What does James teach 
us, if any one of us lacks wisdom to go through these trials? We ask of God. Go to 
Him! Know Him! Like someone said in our DC the other night. God didn’t promise 
no suffering, He promised that He would be there with us when we go through it. 
Don’t get me wrong, you may have your doubts. You may even question His 
goodness through it all, but don’t let your doubts get to the point where you think 
that your plan is better than God’s plan. 
 
In our culture, shrinking back looks like: 

Running from God when you find out that your spouse has been continually cheating 
on you. The hurt and abandonment is too much to bear and you hate God for it. This 
raises the question, “do you think that your spouse’s love and approval is better than 
Christ’s?” Like a friend of mine who texted me last week that even after 2 years of 
heartaches and pain while dealing with his wife cheating on him with another 
woman, he can text me that “God has been so, so good to me.” 
 
All of this shrinking back, trusting in other things and people rather than God, is 
basically telling God that you think that something else is better than Him.  Those 
things may lead to temporary satisfaction, but they will also lead to eternal 
destruction. Remember last week’s text and the warning found within. Remember 
the words of Jesus when He said, “For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole 
world and forfeits his soul? Or what shall a man give in return for his soul? (Matthew 
16:26). Instead of shrinking back, we want to be a people who have faith and preserve 
our souls. To preserve is  to persevere! And so, we will continue preaching the word 
of God, knowing that our faith will increase through the hearing of the word of God. 
We will continue meeting together regularly, encouraging, praying, exhorting, and 
loving one another, always pushing each other closer to Jesus. We are a people that 
Paul writes about in 2 Corinthians 4: 7-9, “But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to 
show that the surpassing power belongs to God and not to us. We are afflicted in 
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every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not 
forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed”. And next week we will start with Hebrews 
chapter 11 and see the people of old who lived out lives of faith that are examples for 
us, even today. 
 
 
PRAYER: 

 
 
 

9 


