
Hebrews 11:20-22 Teacher Prompt  
Scripture:  
20 By faith Isaac invoked future blessings on Jacob and Esau. 21 By faith Jacob, when dying, blessed each of the 
sons of Joseph, bowing in worship over the head of his staff. 22 By faith Joseph, at the end of his life, made mention 
of the exodus of the Israelites and gave directions concerning his bones. 
 
Lesson:  

- Ask: Who have we talked about so far?  
- Answer: Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Sarah, and Isaac  

- Today we will talk about  Jacob and Joseph.  
- Do you remember who Jacob was from last week?  
- Answer: The twin brother of Esau and son of Isaac (Isaac was the son of Abraham). 

-  Jacob was the younger son. Although Esau was suppose to receive the blessing from His father Isaac, 
Jacob and his mother tricked Isaac into blessing Jacob instead of Esau. 

- Jacob went on to have many sons.  
- Ask: Does anyone know how many sons Jacob had?  
- Answer: 12 
- Out of the twelve sons, came the 12 tribes of Israel.  
- One of those sons happened to be Joseph.  
- Ask: Does anyone remember who Joseph was? 
- Joseph was gifted with the ability to interpret and have dreams about the future. Joseph was sold 

into slavery by his brothers. Later, through God’s own doing, Joseph was appointed a position in 
Egypt working under Pharaoh.  

- Jacob blesses his sons in chapter 49 of Genesis but Joseph seemed to hold an extra special place in 
his father's eyes. It says Joseph was “set apart from his brothers”.  

- Jacob blessed his son Joseph by saying:  
“Joseph is a fruitful bough, a fruitful bough by a spring; his branches run over the wall.[e] 
23 The archers bitterly attacked him, shot at him, and harassed him severely, 
24 yet his bow remained unmoved;  his arms[f] were made agile by the hands of the Mighty One 

of Jacob (from there is the Shepherd,[g] the Stone of Israel), 

25 by the God of your father who will help you,  by the Almighty[h] who will bless you with 

blessings of heaven above, blessings of the deep that crouches beneath, blessings of the breasts 

and of the womb. 

26 The blessings of your father are mighty beyond the blessings of my parents, up to the bounties 

of the everlasting hills.[i] 

May they be on the head of Joseph, and on the brow of him who was set apart from his brothers.” 
- In our text today, it says  “By faith Joseph, at the end of his life, made mention of the exodus of the 

Israelites and gave directions concerning his bones.” 
- This happened in Genesis 50: 22-26 

- “22 So Joseph remained in Egypt, he and his father's house. Joseph lived 110 years. 23 And 
Joseph saw Ephraim's children of the third generation. The children also of Machir the son of 
Manasseh were counted as Joseph's own.[c] 24 And Joseph said to his brothers, “I am about to die, 
but God will visit you and bring you up out of this land to the land that he swore to Abraham, to 
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Isaac, and to Jacob.” 25 Then Joseph made the sons of Israel swear, saying, “God will surely visit 
you, and you shall carry up my bones from here.” 26 So Joseph died, being 110 years old. They 
embalmed him, and he was put in a coffin in Egypt.”  

- Joseph mentioned that the Isrealites would be delivered out of Egypt. This is imporatant because it 
forshadows Moses bringing Isreal out of slavery and leading them to the promise land.  

 
Activity:  

- Make a family tree with the generations we have covered so far. An example will be provided Sunday 
morning.  


