
HEBREWS 11:7 

 

SERMON: 

DATE: Sunday, October 13, 2019 
   
INTRODUCTION: 

Good morning. If you are new with us, we have been slowly walking through the 
book of Hebrews as a church and right now we are in chapter 11. We have learned 
that the author of Hebrews was most likely writing to a group of Jewish Christians, 
some of whom may have been former priests. These Jews were facing hardships and 
persecution from both Greeks and Jews, and some of them were starting to go back 
to their old way of life. A few weeks ago we learned that there are typically two 
responses to persecution and hardships. Shrink back or endure. The reason that 
people tend to shrink back is because they think that something is “better” than Christ 
and a key point of Hebrews has been that Christ is always better. So, even if we find 
something in the moment that may bring us some temporary relief from pain and 
suffering, something worth shrinking back to, nothing is better than Christ. 
Therefore, we ought to endure and persevere and be like those mentioned in 10:39, 39 

But we are not of those who shrink back and are destroyed, but of those who have 
faith and preserve their souls.” And so, we talked about how we too are in need of 
endurance to make it to the end, to receive the promises of God and that in order to 
endure, to preserve our souls, we must have faith. And so, this is where we find 
ourselves today, in the beginning of chapter 11, the famous, “Hall of Faith” chapter 
being reminded to what faith is. Faith is the actual, objective reality of what we hope 
for and the evidence or the conviction of things not seen. It isn’t just what we need to 
have in order to believe in things that we hope for or in the things unseen, it is the 
actual, concrete proof of them and for them. And to illustrate this point the author 
has given his readers, and us, a list of the “Ancients” who exemplified this faith. So far 
we have read about the faith of Abel. Abel had faith and his faith led to him being 
killed by his brother. How enocouraging is that? Your faith could lead to your death. 
Then we learned about Enoch and how he had faith and did not experience death. 
That is encouraging as well. Your faith could lead you to not experience death, 
though we all know that spiritually it already does this. Now today, we will look at 
Noah and learn about his faith and see how his faith kept him alive while everyone 
else died. 
 

TEXT: 
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By faith Noah, being warned by God concerning events as yet unseen, in 

reverent fear constructed an ark for the saving of his household. By this he 

condemned the world and became an heir of the righteousness that comes by 

faith.  

 
PRAYER:   
 
EXPOSITION 1: NOAH WAS A MAN OF FAITH. Genesis 6:9-10, 7:1  

Last week, Lee shared with us about the story of Enoch and how he walked with God 
and how he lived by faith while holding fast to and prophesying the coming of God’s 
judgement. Enoch did not always walk with God. According to Genesis, it was not 
until after the birth of his son, Methuselah, that he did so. Something had occurred at 
this birth, and we can tell this by the name given name. We don’t know the 
circumstances behind the choosing of Methusaleh’s name, but more than likely the 
name Methusaleh was given to Enoch by God. His Hebrew name means; “Man of the 
Javelin”.  Basically, it meant that “death was coming” and somehow Methuselah was 
to be a key to a coming great judgement and death. When Methuselah was 187 years 
old, he and his wife had a son that they named Lamech. After Lamech grew up, he 
and his wife had a son whom they named, Noah. Noah’s name literally means, “rest” 
or “relief”. So, as God was preparing to throw a javelin at humanity, foreshadowed by 
the name of Methusaleh’s, He was also, at the same time, going to bring rest and relief 
from the curse in Genesis 3, foreshadowed by the name of Noah. When Methuselah 
was 969 years old, and Lamech was 777 years old (a numerical representation of 
completion) both men died, and it was then that the javelin was thrown. God threw 
His javelin on humanity, judging them all through the great flood. At the same time 
God brought rest and relief to a broken, fallen world of sin. Moses, who wrote 
Genesis, wanted the Jews to know that Noah was the first one in scripture who was 
seen as the Savior promised in Genesis 3:15. Noah, in all the great things he did, was 
still unable to reverse the curse, but he was able to bring relief to a fallen world and 
ultimately be used by God as part of God’s plan in hitting the reset button on 
creation.   
 
So, what about Noah’s faith. What did it look like? Now back to Hebrews 11:7 it reads 
that Noah received an oracle concerning things “not yet seen.” This is a reference 
back to Hebrews 11:1 where faith is the conviction and evidence of things not seen. 
For Noah, what was not yet seen, was the flood. The future knowledge of it, that 
came from God, was all that was needed for Noah to change His life accordingly. To 
Noah, in the moment, it was so real and evident that He based His whole life, name, 
reputation, and family upon the word of God. Noah had great faith! Something that 
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the Hebrew readers and us need to be reminded of. It is costly to trust in the promises 
of God. Now, let’s take a look at Genesis 6-8 and get a better idea of what occurred 
and how Noah lived in faith of the things not yet seen.  
 
In Genesis 6 we read that the world had become wicked. In Genesis 6:5- “The Lord 
saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth and every intention of the 
thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.” How wicked was mankind? So 
wicked were they, that every intention and thought was always evil. Not some 
thoughts. Not most of the time. All of them were, and all of the time. That is some 
serious wickedness. And it is here in this setting that Noah appears. It appears that 
the message preached by Enoch, though passed down through his bloodline, through 
Methusaleh, Lamech, and Noah had not made much impact on the world around 
them. The preaching against the sins of humanity and pointing mankind back to God 
had fallen on deaf ears. It appears that no one listened and it was here among all the 
wickedness that Noah grew to find favor with the Lord. In Genesis 6:8-9, notice how 
Noah is described. One, it says that he found favor in God’s eyes. Another way of 
looking at it is that he found grace in God’s eyes. Two, he was a righteous man, 
blameless in his generation, and like Enoch, his great-grandfather, he “walked with 
God” (Genesis 6:9, 7:1). And so just like Enoch, he was spared from death when 
everything else around him was not. Also like Enoch, Noah preached to the wicked 
generation around him. In II Peter 2:5, Peter calls Noah, a herald/preacher of 
Righteousness. Again, it appears that as he preached, no one listened. Matthew 24 
38-39 says, “for as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, 
marrying and giving in marriage, until the day when Noah entered the ark, 39 and they 
were unaware until the flood came and swept them all away…” The people kept living 
the lives they wanted to live even with the great warnings from Noah. People may 
argue that maybe Noah didn’t share the message well enough. Maybe he didn’t make 
the message palatable for them. My argument against that is that he was preaching 
while he built a massive boat. Why build a massive boat unless the flood of God’s 
wrath was coming? Every time he drove a nail into that boat he was preaching a 
message to the people. Every time he went out and dragged wood from the forest, 
every time he used his belongings to purchase items for the Ark, he was preaching a 
message. And what about when the animals approached? You would think that 
people would be curious as to why they were approaching and entering into the large 
boat. Even then, the people didn’t listen. They didn’t understand that this massive 
boat was to be a shelter from the wrath of God. The reality is that the people of the 
time did not listen to Noah both as he explained the purpose of the building of the 
boat, and when he warned them of the impending flood waters. No one had faith in 
the promises of God, even the ones concerning their judgment and damnation. Only 
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Noah had faith. Now before you think of how great Noah was, and how he was the 
first example of a savior in scripture, especially in juxtaposition with the world he 
lived in, Noah was not without sin, and he was no Jesus. Noah found favor with God 
because "he walked with God" (6:9): This means that he agreed with God about the 
evil of his own sin, turned from it, and trusted God for grace and the hope to escape 
His wrath that he deserved. He is called righteous and blameless. By whom? God! 
Noah didn’t say that about himself, but to be blameless in the Old Testament doesn't 
always mean sinless. A man is blameless if he does not persist in his blameworthy 
actions, hates them, turns from them, and comes to God seeking mercy. We see 
another man in the OT who is considered blameless and his name was Job (Job 1:1). 
Job too was not sinless. Also, righteous does not mean sinless. In the Old Testament, 
a righteous man is a sinner who hates his sin, turns from it, trusts God, pursues 
obedience, and enjoys acceptance by grace (Psalm32:1-2, 10-11.)  We as believers are 
declared righteous (Romans 5), but no one here would dare say that we are sinless. In 
regards to Noah, in no way was he perfect and sinless. Not like Jesus. In fact, after the 
flood he is the one who reintroduces sin to the new world. He drank of the fruit of 
the vine in chapter 9. He was more like Adam than Jesus, he let temptation get the 
best of him and he drank of the fruit just as Adam ate from it. Noah was not perfect. 
Noah couldn't’ save all the people in the world. Jesus could. Noah didn’t bear the 
wrath of God for mankind. Noah endured it by God’s gracious provision of the ark. 
Jesus took it all upon Himself. So, from what we read in Genesis, Noah was chosen by 
God, not because he was perfect, but because he found grace/favor in God’s eyes. 
Then when the flood finally came and destroyed the entire earth, every person and 
animal upon it, only Noah and his family were spared because Noah "found grace in 
the eyes of the Lord." And so, at this time in history, the future of all mankind rested 
on this one, blameless son who lived in faith.   
 
So, let’s quickly talk about the effects of the great flood. Due to time restraints, I will 
not be reading the whole story, but here is a quick recap. God basically does creation 
all over again. He pours out His wrath towards sinful man through the floodwaters 
on the earth. All people, animals, everything that is not in the ark is destroyed. 
Notice, that “all people” means babies and children too. No one who is born in this 
world other than Jesus, are sinless and therefore all are guilty of sin before a Holy, just 
God. God’s wrath was poured upon everyone and everything. God’s patience had 
come to an end. After He flooded the earth, God hit reset on creation. The waters 
cover the earth just like Genesis 1. Land appears just like Genesis 1. Animals and man 
appear just like in Genesis 1. Then in Genesis 9:1, God blessed Noah and his sons and 
said to them, “be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth” just like in Genesis 1. This is 
a new earth, but, just as Moses shows the similarities of Genesis 1 and the new 
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creation after the flood, there are some noticeable differences. One is that God makes 
a covenant with Noah and mankind where he promises to never destroy all of life 
with a flood again, and to mark that covenant, he gives us the rainbow. Note however 
that he doesn’t say he wouldn’t destroy the world with fire like II Peter 3:7 mentions. 
So, through the flood, God brought forth his javelin foreshadowed with Methusaleh, 
and simutaneously, He brought the rest that He promised through the name Noah. 
We would think that from this point in history and on everything would be good 
again. I mean, hope has been restored, wickedness has been vanquished, life is 
peaceful again, but then in a dramatic twist to it all, Noah in chapter 9:20, screwed up. 
He began to become a man of the soil, and he planted a vineyard. He then drank the 
wine that came from the fruit of the vine, and became drunk and lay uncovered in his 
tent. Similar to the first Adam, and to the chosen nation after him, Noah crumbled in 
the face of temptation, ate of the fruit, and was left naked and ashamed. Hopes were 
dashed, and the fall occurred a second time. Ham, one of Noah’s son, saw him naked, 
and he and his son is cursed for it while Shem, another one of Noah’s son, receives a 
blessing. It is through Shem’s bloodline that the offspring would come and all eyes 
from this point forward would turn in hope to a better Noah, a better Adam- 
ultimately Jesus. 
 
APPLICATION:  

1) For the people in Hebrews and for us, it is important to understand our 
response due to faith in God’s words. Noah walked with God just like his 
great-grandfather we spoke of last week.  Noah heard from God the promises 
of future events, things unseen (Verse 1) and lived his life in believing them. 
So much so, that he staked his life, family, and career on those unseen things. 
He lived in faith. How many of us are willing to do the same? This is an 
important truth to accept for the recipients of Hebrews. They were afraid. 
Persecution was rising. It would be easier to hide or go back to their former 
lifestyle than to stand firm in the truth of God’s words. “Saving faith changes 
the way you live. Your life takes on a dimension that can only be explained by 
"the assurance of things hoped for." Only God makes sense out of an ark in the 
desert. That's the way the life of faith is: it doesn't make sense without God. 
But with God, it is utterly reasonable.”  Noah had the whole known world in 1

opposition to him and God’s message. The ridicule that he and his family must 
have dealt with must have been hard. Think about it, wouldn’t something evil 
that an evil person do, mock the one who is righteous? The readers of Hebrews 
may have felt the same way in their context, and the truth is, so can we at 

1 Piper Quote 

5 



times. There may be people who ridicule us for our faith. There may be 
employers and employees who scoff at us. We may even have family members 
who oppose us and God. Stand firm! Be like Noah! Better yet, fix your eyes on 
Jesus! Don’t back down! Persevere!   

2) Don’t beat yourself up if no one accepts the message of God’s grace in your life. 
I have been thinking about this a lot this week. Noah and his great grandpa had 
been preaching God to a godless people. It appears that no one listened. God 
said that prior to the flood every person and thought was evil. How depressing 
that must have been for Noah? To have extended family members not trust in 
the God you loved and preached. To have friends and neighbors not trusting in 
the God you proclaimed. To know that all of them would soon be killed under 
the wrath of God, the wrath that you warned them of. That could not be easy 
for him to bear, and yet the same is true for us today. We all know people who 
are not listening. People who are continually doing evil. People intentionally 
running from God. Family members, coworkers, friends, and neighbors. We 
also know people who have already died and who are not standing there before 
Jesus worshipping Him but instead enduring His wrath. This is hard to 
swallow, but in choosing to live in faith means that we trust God and love Him 
more than these people and that as long as we live, we continue to tell others 
about Him. So, keep preaching and sharing. Keep pointing people to God. We 
may go the rest of our life and not see one convert, but that is ok as long as we 
do so in faith. 

3) There comes a responsibility for living in faith. Sometimes the weight of the 
faith seems too hard to bear. Noah faced the ridicule and harassment. Noah 
endured his family’s persecution because of his faith in God. This is one thing, 
but then the rains began. Because of his faith, Noah had to watch as God closed 
the door of the ark on his extended family members, his friends, and his 
neighbors. Noah had to of heard the screams of the babies crying outside the 
doors as the rain began to pour. Noah had to of heard the pounding on the 
doors as people began to recognize the wrath of God upon them. The screams 
of “save me!” “Save my child!” I wonder if Noah ever questioned God in the 
midst of it all. I know that I would. We joked the other night about how Noah 
was the first person in the bible to be called a drunk. It makes you wonder why 
he did? Was he happy to be alive or trying to fight off the screams of humanity 
in his head? To follow God in faith is never easy. The responsibility that comes 
with it is intense, but we trust that we have a God who is walking with us. 
Carrying us when we are unable to walk on our own. Guiding us when 
nothing makes sense. This is all the more reason for why we should walk with 

6 



God daily. No matter what we face, we know that He is there with us and that 
what we endure is part of His plan. 

4) Lastly, the best thing from the story of Noah and Hebrews 11. God had 
preserved His promised offspring found in Genesis 3:15. Through the family of 
Noah, the One truly righteous, blameless, perfect savior would come. His name 
is Jesus. For us today, we know that He has already come. He has promised us 
salvation from the wrath of God. He is our Ark. Our shelter from the storm of 
God’s wrath. We now find ourselves in a place like Noah. A place where we 
wait for future promises to come to fruition. Jesus promised us His return and 
a final judgement. We like Noah have a choice to make. Do we accept the grace 
of God and trust His words of things not yet seen and live accordingly, or do 
we respond like the rest of mankind in Genesis 6 and continue to live the life 
we have always lived, rejecting His words? What do we do? My hope is that we 
would live a life of  faith. That we deal with the temporary struggles of having 
our faith tested in the midst of a perverse and crooked generation. That we 
would always be trusting in His future promises and believing that they are 
greater than everything else the world has to offer. May we endure to the end. 
To Him be the glory. Amen.   
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