
 

Introduction:  
This morning we are going to begin our journey through the book of Hebrews. We will probably 
be in this book for a year. So, if you have questions and thoughts, write them down. Take notes. 
Hopefully by the end of the book, you will have a whole collection of notes based upon this 
book. For the past few weeks we have been encouraging you to read Hebrews and if you have 
been in the DCs then you should have read it together. So, before we dive into the text, let’s get 
a little background on Hebrews. 

Authorship:  
We don’t know who wrote Hebrews. It has been an ongoing debate since it 
spread around the early church. The one big clue that the book gives us is that 
the writer(s) is deeply connected to Timothy (13:23) 

Paul-  
This is the most popular view, but this book doesn’t follow the patterns set forth in 
his other writings. For example: “...Paul’s name does not appear in the prologue 
(or anywhere else) as is the custom with his 13 other epistles in the New 
Testament. In fact, in all of the 13 Letters of Paul his name is the first word in the 
text; yet in Hebrews Paul’s name appears nowhere, even though the readers 
knew who the author was. ” Another reason people do not think that Paul wrote it 1

is because, “(He) could not have written the words of Hebrews 2:3.”   “How shall 2

we escape if we neglect such a great salvation? It was declared at first by the 
Lord, and it was attested to us by those who heard...” 
There it is clear that the writer is a second generation Christian. Paul is clear that 
He encountered Christ and became a follower of Him. No one else had to share 
Christ with Him, therefore he is not a second generation Christian. 

Luke-  
There is a contingency who believe that Luke could be the author of Hebrews. 
“Hebrews shares 53 words that occur elsewhere in the NT only in Luke-Acts, a 
significant number. In fact, two-thirds of the total vocabulary of Hebrews occur in 
Luke-Acts.”  Problem against Luke is that He was a Gentile and whoever wrote 3

this clearly had a great understanding about Judaism.  
Barnabas-  

There are some out there who believe that Barnabas wrote the letter. Tertullian, 
an early church father (160-225 AD), suggested that it could have been 
Barnabas. He was the earliest church father to suggest this, but there is not a lot 
of support for him. 

Apollos-  
Then there are some who believe that Apollos could be the author. Martin Luther 
thought Hebrews was written by Paul, but he suggested that Apollos could have 
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written it as well. Two major problems, then, seem to preclude Apollos as having 
been the author. First, the lack of any support from early church tradition; and 
second, the lack of any extant works of Apollos with which we may compare 
Hebrews.  Apollos didn’t write any other books that we know of.  4

Other authors- 
There are others that have been suggested as well. Priscilla (and Aquila) and  
even Mary, the mother of Jesus have been suggested.  

Our take:  
We don’t know but if we had to give an answer we would all say that Luke wrote 
it on behalf of Paul. There are 53 words found in Hebrews that are found in 
Luke’s writings and 56 words found in Hebrews that are found in Paul’s writings. 
Whoever wrote Hebrews was highly intellectual and knew how to work with the 
Greek language. Both of these men knew how to do that.  

Date:  
Unknown. Sometime in the 60’s, but Before 70 A.D. That was when the Temple 
was destroyed and this event should have been written about here. Especially in 
lieu of Hebrews 9:25 where the author writes about the High Priest entering the 
Holy of Holies each year. You would think that if the Temple had been destroyed, 
then the writer would at least make it known here. The letters to Timothy were 
also written around the same time. Lee thinks that since the burning of Rome 
was not mentioned in the text that it was written around July 19, 64 AD. 

 
Recipients: 

There are three options here. The first and traditional view is that the letter was 
written to Jewish Christians. The second option, to Gentile Christians. Third, to 
both Jewish and Gentile Christians. What we do know is that this letter was 
definitely written to some group of Jewish believers. There is speculation that it 
was written to former priests who have recently converted to Christianity. For 
most of history people believe that this letter was sent to the Jerusalem or 
Palestine region. 
 

 
So, with so many unknowns, why do we accept Hebrews as Canon, that is, as part of the 
Bible? Honestly, because the early church fathers accepted it. Even though they disagreed on 
who wrote Hebrews. Tertullian, Polycarp and Irenaeus (western church fathers) did not attribute 
it to Paul, while the eastern church did. We do know that they held Hebrews in high regard 
though, as Polycarp and Irenaeus quoted it a number of times, and Tertullian gave it enough 
credence to throw out names of possible authors. He was the one who thought it was Barnabas. 
Because of this, the book was canonized during the councils of Hippo (393), Carthage (397) 

4  Allen, D. L. (2010). Hebrews (pp. 46–47). Nashville, TN: B & H Publishing Group. 
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and the 5th council of Carthage (419), and during this time the western church began to agree 
with the eastern church that it was likely Paul’s writing.  
 
Now, to the text: 
 
Read Hebrews 1:1-4 
1 Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, 2 but in 
these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, 
through whom also He created the world. 3 He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact 
imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making 
purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4 having become as 
much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 
 
These first four verses may go down as the greatest opening paragraph to any book in the 
Bible. The only other intro that could possibly come close to competing with this one, may be 
Luke’s prologue in the Gospel of Luke.  As one commentator said, “the opening paragraph of 
Hebrews may be the stylistic apex of the entire Greek New Testament...nothing quite like the 
lofty rhetorical and literary expression of Heb 1:1–4 occurs elsewhere in the New Testament. ” 5

Whoever wrote this opening shows mastery over the use of the Greek language. It would be like 
William Shakespeare writing this introduction when one sees the rhetorical techniques and 
literary skills that were used. As Anthony Thiselton once wrote, these verses “provide one of the 
most arresting beginnings possible, combining elegance, alliteration, rhythm, rhetorical artistry, 
and unstoppable force with probably the most sophisticated and stylish Greek in the entire New 
Testament. ” 6

 
The main point of this opening masterpiece that the author is trying to express is, “God … has 
spoken.”  
 
Exposition 1: 
Last week, we spent our time together talking about “Saints.” We shared with you how people 
used to, and still do speak to them, hoping that they will in turn speak to God on behalf of them. 
The irony of it all, according to today’s text, is that God did speak to us, and in fact still speaks to 
us today. How many of you have ever asked the question, or heard the question, “Does God still 
speak to people today?”  Well, the author of Hebrews would give us a resounding, “YES.” God 
spoke, and God is still speaking. Two observations here.  

● First, no one would know God had He not spoken to us. Understand that point. You 
would not know God had He not revealed Himself to you. Like my dad shared with Lee 
and I the other day, “the only thing that we can do apart from Christ is to be apart from 

5  Allen, D. L. (2010). Hebrews (p. 95). Nashville, TN: B & H Publishing Group. 
6 A. C. Thiselton, “Communicative Action and Promise in Interdisciplinary, Biblical, and Theological 
Hermeneutics,” in The Promise of Hermeneutics, ed. R. Lundin, et al. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1999), 
146. 
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Christ.” We naturally do this. We couldn’t know God apart from God making Himself 
known to us.  

● Secondly, God is not silent and He is a communicative God. He did speak to us and still 
does. St. Patrick experienced this within his own life. He was “being isolated in the 
wilderness herding cattle connected him with what theologians call the "natural 
revelation" of God. He sensed with the winds, the seasons, the creatures, and the nights 
under the stars the presence of God; he identified this presence with the Triune God he 
had learned about in the catechism. ” Psalm 19:1-6 reads like this,  7

○ “The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his 
handiwork. Day to day pours out speech, and night to night reveals knowledge. 
There is no speech, nor are there words, whose voice is not heard. Their voice 
goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world. In them he 
has set a tent for the sun, which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his 
chamber, and, like a strong man, runs its course with joy. Its rising is from the 
end of the heavens, and its circuit to the end of them, and there is nothing hidden 
from its heat.  

God speaks to us through Natural Revelation, just like he did to St. Patrick. He also 
speaks to us through Special Revelation. Notice the second half of Psalms 19.  

● The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony of the Lord is sure, 
making wise the simple; the precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; the 
commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes; the fear of the Lord is 
clean, enduring forever; the rules of the Lord are true, and righteous altogether. 
More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold; sweeter also than 
honey and drippings of the honeycomb. Moreover, by them is your servant 
warned; in keeping them there is great reward. Who can discern his errors? 
Declare me innocent from hidden faults. Keep back your servant also from 
presumptuous sins; let them not have dominion over me! Then I shall be 
blameless, and innocent of great transgression. Let the words of my mouth and 
the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my rock and my 
redeemer. 

● Special Revelation is God revealing Himself directly to specific people through 
His words and signs. How do we gain access to this special revelation? Look at 
Psalms 19 again. How did we gain the law? His testimony? His precepts? His 
commandments? Was it not by God Himself speaking through His chosen 
people.  

● Notice verse 1 of Hebrews 1. “Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God 
spoke to our fathers by the prophets…” God spoke to people through His 
prophets. It says “at many times” and “in many ways.” When the Fathers, the 
fathers of the faith and our ancestors, heard from the prophets, they heard from 
God Himself. They also heard in “many ways.” Think about all the ways that God 
spoke to His prophets. 

7 Celtic Way of Evangelism 



 

○ Spoke directly to them like Samuel and Jonah. 
○ Spoke to Jacob through a wrestling encounter. 
○ Spoke through messengers and angels like Abraham. 
○ Spoke through a burning bush to Moses. 
○ Spoke to Israel, through miracles and signs. 
○ Spoke to prophets through dreams and visions like Daniel and Ezekiel. 
○ Spoke to the prophets through other prophets like Nathan to David. 
○ Spoke to Baalam, a gentile, through a donkey. 
○ Spoke to people through His scriptures like Ezra and Nehemiah. 

● Each message was a part of a bigger message that God wanted people to know. 
He also shared in so many different ways so that any one person, past or 
present, could relate to Him and His message. For example, some of us will 
struggle with the message He gave Daniel, in fact probably confused, but we 
may relate better to the one He gave Jonah or Job. God has spoken to us in 
various forms to make Himself known. 

● So, not only did God speak to people in the past, but He is still speaking to us 
today. We can still hear His voice through the prophets and what they wrote, but 
we can also hear Him through Jesus. Notice verse 2.  

Exposition 2 
“but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son…” This is what these first 4 verses 
revolve around. As one commentator writes... 

“The most salient verb in the paragraph, the load-bearing wall of the semantic structure, 
is the aorist elalēsen (“has spoken”). Everything in the exordium (Heb 1:1–4) ultimately 
revolves around this verb and around the proposition “God … has spoken to us by his 
Son.” The subject “God” precedes the participle in v. 1 so that there is a significant 
amount of material between the subject and the verb. This particular verb occurs 16 
times in Hebrews, 10 of which have God as the subject. Its synonym legō occurs 31 
times, 16 with God as the subject; Christ is the subject three times and the Holy Spirit 
once. The semantic difference would appear to be that laleō focuses on the act of 
speaking rather than remaining silent, and legō focuses more on the content of what is 
said. The term logos (“word”) appears six times in Hebrews for divine revelation (2:2; 
4:2, 12; 5:13; 12:19; 13:7), and its synonym rhēma (“word” or “utterance”) occurs four 
times (1:3; 6:5; 11:3; 12:19). The significance of this usage of “speech” for divine 
revelation in Hebrews prompted Vos to write, “Revelation is the speech of God to man,” 
and A. B. Davidson to remark, “Revelation when spoken is the ‘word’ of God.””  8

God doesn’t speak through the Prophets today like He did in the past. We still hear the voice of 
God through the Prophets of old when reading their books and written words today. What has 
changed now, is that in these last days, He speaks through His Son. The degree of relationship, 
through whom God speaks, changes here. The message becomes more personal because the 
messenger, Jesus is more personal. God wants His people to hear Him through an even more 
personal and intimate channel, His Son. This doesn’t mean that the OT and the prophets are 

8  Allen, D. L. (2010). Hebrews (p. 103). Nashville, TN: B & H Publishing Group. 
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obsolete. No, they are important and the wording used here does not imply that we rid ourselves 
of them. One theme that will be seen throughout the book of Hebrews is that Christ is greater 
than...He is supreme. We can see that even here. Christ is greater than the prophets in regards 
to how God is revealing Himself, but again, that doesn’t mean we throw out the Prophets and 
the OT that God used to reveal Himself to mankind. If anything we embrace it more knowing 
that it all affirms the Son and God’s words spoken through Him.  Now let’s spend some time 
learning more about the Son of God. 

● God appointed Him the heir of all things- Jesus is the rightful owner of everything. 
Nothing sits outside of His control. 

○ Ephesians 1: 19 and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us 
who believe, according to the working of his great might 20 that he worked in 
Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the 
heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and 
above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 
22 And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the 
church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.  

○ There is nothing outside of Jesus’ control. This means that whatever God says, 
will come to fruition. Jesus will keep His Word, His promises. 

○ So, if Jesus says, “Blessed are the meek for they shall inherit the earth” (Matthew 
5:5). What does He mean? If God says through Paul, “Nothing in all creation will 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:39), then what does 
He mean? If he says, “There shall no longer be death or mourning or crying or 
pain any more” (Revelation 21:1), what does He mean? God will keep His word. 

● through Him also He created the world. Jesus created the world. Colossians 1:15-20: 
○ 15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by him all 

things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him 
and for him. 17 And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 

And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from 
the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. 19 For in him all the fullness 
of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, 
whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.  

○ Jesus was with God in the beginning. In Genesis 1 God created by speaking. His 
words bring forth life. Jesus is the word that brings forth life. Therefore, 
everything that is rightfully His, is because He created it. 

● He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, 
○ The author of Hebrews wants you to know something. Jesus is God. Every word 

here makes clear that Jesus is God. He is supreme because He is God. The 
words of Jesus are true because He is God. He is not a part of God. He is not 
created by God. He is God. Men and women give birth to humans. The Son of 
God is not just a human but God Himself. The only difference between theFather 
and the Son is in His personhood.  

● and he upholds the universe by the word of his power.  
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○ Notice the power of the word. The Universe is upheld by it. From the smallest 
atoms and quarks to the largest planet in the universe, all are upheld by His 
words.  

○ Three observations here. “First, the Son is distinct from creation itself. He exists 
apart from it. He is not dependent upon it, but it is dependent on him. Second, 
this sustaining reflects a positive agency of moving creation to its designed goal. 
This is not a mere refraining from destruction. Third, it involves divine 
“concurrence” with secondary causes in that God is immanent in the operation of 
natural phenomena according to natural law, though not so as to preclude 
miracle. With respect to the Son’s sustaining of creation, Calvin said that God is 
no “idle” God.152 As Thiselton stated, “Through Christ, God keeps the cosmos 
from falling into the abyss of non-being.””  9

● After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 
○ Jesus, the author of creation, has also redeemed His creation. Sometimes it is 

hard for us to comprehend this. There are many days where we question God, 
“where are you?” Especially when so much sin, pain, and hurt exist. How does a 
God who created everything, sustains everything, allow such evil and sin to 
exist? By us trusting in His words, we know that even though it is difficult to 
comprehend, He is still in control, even of this. We also know that He has 
provided a way out of it. He gave Himself up as a sacrifice, to cleanse us of our 
sins. Jesus sitting at the right hand of God shows us that He conquered sin and 
death. They were not able to hold Him down. Jesus has redeemed His creation. 
That which is His has also been bought with His blood. He has the title and deed 
to all of it. Without this purification of sins, we would not have access to Him. This 
is vital for us as His worshippers. Without we would be eternally separated from 
Him. With it, we have access to this God who has been speaking to us. 

● having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more 
excellent than theirs. 

○ Now this is an interesting verse. There is a lot to unpack here.  
■ One observation here, just like the prophets were used in revealing God 

in scripture, so too were angels. Here in between prophets and angels, 
we have Jesus. Jesus Is the greater one in revealing God to people. 

■ Second observation, Jesus inherited a name. What name is that? 
According to the verse after, that name is, Son. Jesus is the “Son” of God. 
The name “Son” belongs to Jesus by inheritance, by virtue of the 
incarnation, and by virtue of the atonement he accomplished as the 
incarnate Son.”  Jesus has always been the Son of God but once He 10

made purifications of sins, He sat down at the right hand of God. Like a 
king! Read Psalm 2:7. Compare that to verse 5 here. Like Piper puts it, 

9  Allen, D. L. (2010). Hebrews (p. 124). Nashville, TN: B & H Publishing Group. 
 
10 Allen, D. L. (2010). Hebrews (pp. 131–132). Nashville, TN: B & H Publishing Group. 
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“when Jesus had made purification for sins and triumphed over death and 
Satan, Christ was declared Son of God and heir of all things on a new 
basis and in a new way. Now he reigns as the God-man Jesus 
Christ—the Son of God not only by his eternal right, but now by the right 
of his victory over sin and death. He is Son of God in manifest power by 
the resurrection.” No angel would ever have that name because they 
would never have that kind of power. 

■  Third observation. Jesus is greater than angels. Something was going on 
during this time where people were looking to angels and elevating them 
in status. The writer here wants people to know that Jesus is greater than 
angels, and next week we will learn more about that. 

Conclusion: 
So, as we wrap up this morning. What do we walk away with today? May it be this, God has and 
is still speaking to us. The question is, “are you listening?” “ Do you hear Him?” Right now God 
has given us His Son and Jesus is His name. He is God, He is creator, He is sustainer, and He 
is redeemer. There is no one or nothing else greater than He. He alone is worthy of our worship. 
 
 
 


