
HEBREWS 1:5-14 
 
 

SERMON: 
DATE: Sunday, March 3, 2019 
 
INTRODUCTION: 

If you have your Bible, please turn to Hebrews 1:5-14. Last week Jason taught from 
Hebrews 1:1-4, about how God, during the time of the Old Testament, spoke to humanity through 
the prophets; how God speaks to us today through His word; and how Christ is greater than the Old 
Testament prophets. Today, from Hebrews 1:5-14, we’re going to see how Christ is greater than the 
angels. Here’s how the teaching will go this morning. We’ll start by reading the text, then we will 
pray, and finally we will answer four questions that pertain to the text: What is an angel? Why did 
the author care to write about angels? How is Christ greater than the angels? How does this passage 
apply to our supernatural worldview today?   
 
HEBREWS 1:5-14 
 
5 For to which of the angels did God ever say,   

“You are my Son,   
today I have begotten you”?   
Or again,   

“I will be to him a father,   
and he shall be to me a son”?   
6 And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says,   

“Let all God’s angels worship him.”   
7 Of the angels he says,   

“He makes his angels winds,   
and his ministers a flame of fire.”   
8 But of the Son he says,   

“Your throne, O God, is forever and ever,   
the scepter of uprightness is the scepter of your kingdom.  

9  You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness;   
therefore God, your God, has anointed you  

with the oil of gladness beyond your companions.”   
10 And,   

“You, Lord, laid the foundation of the earth in the beginning,   
and the heavens are the work of your hands;   

11  they will perish, but you remain;   
they will all wear out like a garment,   

12  like a robe you will roll them up,   
like a garment they will be changed.   

But you are the same,   
and your years will have no end.”   



13 And to which of the angels has he ever said,   
“Sit at my right hand  

until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet”?   
14 Are they not all ministering spirits sent out to serve for the sake of those who are to inherit 
salvation?  
 
 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Heb 1:5–14). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 
 
PRAYER:  
 
WHAT IS AN ANGEL? 

The Bible has much to say about supernatural entities. In heaven, God is surrounded by a 
vast multitude of supernatural entities that He created. These entities all have different names, 
functions and ranks. A few examples are the Seraphim, Cherubim, Elders, Divine Counsel, 
Heavenly Ones and Angels. So, what is an angel? 
 

As we all know, an angel is a supernatural entity that looks like a fat baby with wings!!! No. 
Angels are not fat baby’s and they actually are never described as having wings. Before you call me a 
heretic… let me explain. In Scripture, the winged supernatural entities are the Seraphim and 
Cherubim; not angels. Angels can fly, but they don’t have wings. Many have taken passages like 
Isaiah 6 and determined that the Seraphim was an angel, thus concluding that they have wings. 
However, the term used in Isaiah 6 to describe the supernatural entity was a “seraph,” not an “angel”. 
A seraph is the Hebrew word used to describe a snake. It’s very interesting. The Isaiah 6 entity was a 
hybrid supernatural entity with features of a snake, bird and man that reside in the presence of God.   

 
Because of imprecision in explaining the Hebrew terms for supernatural entities, the term 

angel has often been used to describe other supernatural entities. The result of this impercision is a 
conglomeration of physical characteristics that are imposed on angels. Angels are not Seraphim or 
Cherubim, an angel is an angle. But what is an angel? An “angel” is not the name of the supernatural 
entity, rather it is the job description that the entity performs; which is a supernatural messenger. 
An angel is a supernatural entity that delivers divine messages from God to man. There are different 
types of angels in Scripture. For example, Michael the archangel performs the task of delivering 
divine messages, commands supernatural military legions and combats evil spirits that contend 
against the faith. Some angels are just messengers, some angels are messengers who fight, and some 
angels are messengers who deliver a message of judgement and execution. For example, it was an 
angel that executed Herod Agrippa in Acts 12:21-23 for not giving God glory. It says in Acts 
12:21-22, that, “On an appointed day Herod put on his royal robes, took his seat upon the throne, 
and delivered an oration to them. And the people were shouting, “The voice of a god, and not of a 
man!” Immediately an angel of the Lord struck him down, because he did not give God the glory, 
and he was eaten by worms and breathed his last.” Flavious Josephus actually gives a detailed 
account of this event:   

 
"Now when Agrippa had reigned three years over all Judea he came to the city Caesarea, 

which was formerly called Strato's Tower; and there he exhibited spectacles in honor of Caesar... At 
this festival a great number were gathered together of principal persons of dignity of his province. 
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On the second day of the spectacles he put on a garment made wholly of silver, of a truly wonderful 
texture, and came into the theater early in the morning. There the silver of his garment, being 
illuminated by the fresh reflection of the sun's rays, shone out in a wonderful manner, and was so 
resplendent as to spread awe over those that looked intently upon him. Presently his flatterers cried 
out that he was a god... Upon this the king neither rebuked them nor rejected their impious flattery. 
A severe pain arose in his belly, striking with a most violent intensity. And when he had been quite 
worn out by the pain in his belly for five days, he departed this life, being in the fifty-fourth year of 
his age…” 

 
The angel that struck Herod, never said a word, but his actions were a message of 

judgement and execution. Isn’t that amazing! For time sake, were going to transition back to the 
text. If you want more information about angels, I encourage you to read,  “Angels” by Michael S. 
Heiser.   

   
WHY DID THE AUTHOR CARE TO MENTION ANGELS?  

When answering this question, we must understand the supernatural worldview of the 
Jewish people. The Jew’s were God’s chosen people who were specifically called to usher in the 
Messiah. By His grace, God chose Abraham and his lineage to usher in Jesus Christ as Savior of the 
world.  Because of that, the Jews were given a pure and direct knowledge of God and the 
supernatural order that other nations had not received. Other nations did receive supernatural 
knowledge, but according to Psalm 82 and Deuteronomy 32, these other nations received corrupted 
knowledge from supernatural entities that lured them away from the one true God.   
 

Throughout the Old Testament, there were many manifestations of angelic entities. In 
Genesis 19 we read of the angelic message from God to Lot in Sodom. In Genesis 32 we read of 
Jacob wrestling with an angel of God over his calling. Hosea 12:4 retells this event and calls the 
entity that Jacob wrestled an angel. Because of all the manifestations of angels in Jewish history, the 
Jews held angels in high regard.   

 
During the 400 years from when the Old Testament was written to the coming of Christ, 

the Jewish view of angels grew. Some Jews not only held angels in high regard, but began to seek 
the angelic for divine wisdom, protection and comfort from God. There was a group of Jews in the 
New Testament period that began to worship the angelic.  This sin grew to such a degree that the 
Apostle Paul had to encourage the Colossian church to keep the faith, because they were being 
ridiculed for NOT worshiping angels (Colossians 2:18). The issue of worshiping the angelic was a 
grievous problem for the New Testament believers because it was a pursuit of the supernatural 
above God, who is over and creator of the supernatural.  It was idolatry at its core. And so, the 
author of Hebrews was compelled to address his readers with a reminder to view Christ as greater 
than the angels.   

 
HOW IS CHRIST GREATER THAN THE ANGELS? 

Hebrews 1:5-14 gives us two examples of how Christ is greater than the angels.   
 
CHRIST… NOT THE ANGELS... IS GOD’S SON:  

5 For to which of the angels did God ever say,   



“You are my Son,   
today I have begotten you”?  (quote from Psalm 2:7) 
Or again,   

“I will be to him a father,   
and he shall be to me a son”? (2 Samuel 7:14) 
6 And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says,   

“Let all God’s angels worship him.” (Deuteronomy 32:43) 
 

The language used to describe Christ in verses 5 and 6 is similar to Colossians 1 concerning 
Christ being the Preeminent one; the eternal, uncreated, Son of the King who is above all kings. 
The ancient believers would have understood this language, because they lived in a political system 
that included Kings and Monarchs. The son of a King was not like the son of a senate member, or 
the son of a governor, or the son of a general, or the son of a soldier. The son of a King was born 
with a different status… an above status. The son of a King was separate, above and beyond all other 
sons. This is Christ. Christ, the SON of God, is greater, higher, above and beyond the angels. To 
worship and adore anything that is below Christ would be gross idolatry. The second reason why 
Christ is greater than the angels is: 
 
CHRIST… NOT THE ANGELS... IS THE KING WHO REIGNS OVER ALL CREATION: 
7 Of the angels he says,   

“He makes his angels winds,   
and his ministers a flame of fire.” (Psalm 104:4) 
8 But of the Son he says,   

“Your throne, O God, is forever and ever,   
the scepter of uprightness is the scepter of your kingdom. (Psalm 45:6-7) 

9  You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness;   
therefore God, your God, has anointed you  

with the oil of gladness beyond your companions.” (Isaiah 61:1-3) 
10 And,   

“You, Lord, laid the foundation of the earth in the beginning,   
and the heavens are the work of your hands;   

11  they will perish, but you remain;   
they will all wear out like a garment,   

12  like a robe you will roll them up,   
like a garment they will be changed.   

But you are the same,   
and your years will have no end.” (Psalm 102) 
 
13 And to which of the angels has he ever said,   

“Sit at my right hand  
until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet”? (Psalm 110:1) 
14 Are they not all ministering spirits sent out to serve for the sake of those who are to inherit 
salvation?  
 
 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Heb 1:5–14). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 
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Verses 7-14 show the great contrast between Christ and the angels. The author shows 

Christ as being the one who sits on the throne for eternity; whose kingdom is one established on 
uprightness and righteousness; whose kingdom will never fade; who kingdom was prophesied years 
before the coming of King Jesus. Christ’s kingdom stands in contrast to that of the angels in that the 
angels are simply ministers. They serve Christ and His plans. Did you notice verse 14? The angels 
are actually used to serve us.   
 

Verse 14 shows how angels are ministering spirits sent out to serve for the sake of those 
who are to inherit salvation. Angels work on our behalf according to the command of Christ. We 
don’t tell these angels how to do their job, God does. We don’t coerce or command angels. We have 
no power to tell them to do things for us. Christ, according to his divine wisdom, tells the angels 
what to do and by their love for Christ, they choose to obey.   

 
HOW DOES THIS PASSAGE APPLY TO OUR SUPERNATURAL WORLDVIEW TODAY? 
 
IT PUTS ALL SUPERNATURAL ENTITIES IN THEIR PROPER PLACE:  

If you remember from our study through the book of Ephesians, Chapters 2 and 6 actually 
talk a lot about this point. All angelic entities are under the lordship of Christ. They are all beneath 
Christ.  They are not above Christ. They serve Christ by doing work for Christ. They are not more 
powerful than Christ. Though these supernatural entities are more powerful than us, they are not as 
powerful as Christ. They bow before Christ. They fear Christ. They do not seek admiration and 
worship for themselves, rather they point all worship back to Christ.   
 

In Revelation 19, was see this truth played out in the life of the Apostle John. The Apostle 
John was in the presence of heaven and finds himself facing an angel. John “fell down at his feet to 
worship him, but he said to (me) John, “You must not do that! I am a fellow servant with you and 
your brothers who hold to the testimony of Jesus. Worship God!”   

 
Angelic activity is to point people to Christ. If angelic activity occurs, it is used to point 

people to have proper adoration of Christ. In Galatians 1:8 the Apostle Paul confirms this view 
when he wrote: “But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to 
the one we preached to you, let him be accursed.”   
 

Over recent years, there have been bold claims of angelic phenomenon occurring in people's 
lives and in worship services. There have been claims of “angel feathers” falling on worshipers 
during services. There have also been claims of people commanding angels to do their bidding. 
What is concerning about these alleged angelic activities, is that it is antithetical to the testimony of 
Scripture. These “activities” elevate the individuals “powers” or “spiritualism” above the person that 
the activity is to point to… which is Christ! Guys it’s honestly sad. We’re living in a time where the 
true gospel of Jesus Christ not only needs to go out to the lost, but also to the ones who think they 
are found. Angelic activity is to point to a deeper and deeper understanding of Christ.   
 

I’m going to now side step and make a quick point that will hopefully give comfort. There is 
a second way that this passage puts supernatural entities in their proper place. This passage shows 



us that Christ is Lord over all supernatural entities… which includes Satan and Demons. I know that 
this passage does not mention the evil or demonic, but the principle of Christ’s lordship applies to 
all supernatural entities, including the demonic. Christ rules above all supernatural entities! Christ 
is Lord of the Seraphim; the Cherubim; the Divine Counsel; the Angels;  Satan and the demons! All 
of these supernatural entities are tied to a leash that is clinched in the MIGHTY HAND OF 
CHRIST!!! When we feel a dark presence tempting us to satisfy our sinful desires, remember this 
truth! Remember that Christ reigns above all of these supernatural entities, and He can give you 
strength to fight! Let’s now get back to how Hebrews 1 applies to our lives.   

   
IT CAUSES US TO EVALUATE OUR DESIRE FOR SUPERNATURAL ACTIVITY: 

Guys, I adamantly believe that supernatural activity is a real thing. No one can convince me 
that it is not real. Desiring God’s supernatural and angelic activity in our lives is not a bad thing. 
There is nothing wrong with wanting to see God perform miraculous things in our lives. Infact, I 
believe that God performs numerous supernatural activities in our lives every day that we may 
never see. However, we must be careful not to seek this activity at the expense of not pursuing 
Christ.   
 

Let me ask two questions that may help us evaluate this potential problem in our lives, 
“Would we be willing to follow Christ, even if that meant we may never experience anything 
angelic, supernatural or emotional?” “Does Christ carry such great worth in our hearts that we are 
willing to follow Him, even if it meant that the only thing we receive from Him is our salvation?”   

 
Please understand, I am not saying that desiring those experiences is bad. It is completely ok 

and good to feel the warmth of Christ’s presence in our hearts. Guys, I love to feel love for and from 
Christ. I love how my heart feels when we sing together of the riches of Christ. I long for those 
Sunday “spiritual moment” every week of my life. I’m not in anyway trying to diminish that. I’m 
simply asking questions to try and diagnose potential areas in our hearts that could lead us to 
idolatry; to wanting the supernatural above Christ. Those two questions help us to evaluate our 
motivation. Do we primarily seek Christ because we want something from Him, or do we really 
want Him?  
 
CLOSING PRAYER: 

Please, take a few moments in quiet reflection and prayer. Ask God to bring to mind what 
motivates you in your pursuit of Christ. Is it that you want the benefits of Christ, or do you want 
Christ? Are you more concerned with supernatural experiences above the way in which Christ has 
already revealed himself to you? So please spend time in prayer over these things. 
 


