
HEBREWS 2:1-4 
 
SERMON: 
DATE: Sunday, April 7, 2019 
 
INTRODUCTION: So, thus far we have already learned from Hebrews 1, that God 
has spoken to us through His prophets, and that one greater than them is now 
speaking to us, Jesus. Then, as Lee shared with us last week, in the midst of a people 
who revered angels, the author points out that Jesus is greater. This week we face our 
first warning found within the letter.   
 
SCRIPTURE: 

2 Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift 
away from it. 2 For since the message declared by angels proved to be reliable, and 
every transgression or disobedience received a just retribution, 3 how shall we escape 
if we neglect such a great salvation? It was declared at first by the Lord, and it was 
attested to us by those who heard, 4 while God also bore witness by signs and 
wonders and various miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to 
his will.   
 
EXPOSITION VERSE 1: 

“Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift 
away from it.” 
 
First thing we need to recognize is the change in person within the text. The author 
switches and starts using pronouns like “we” and “us.” What he is writing about is not 
just for his readers, but for himself too. The same can be said for us today. This 
warning, and trust me, this is a warning, is not just for you all, but just as much for 
me. This warning is also connected to the information found within the first chapter. 
God has spoken to us in these last days by His Son. The one is God, creator, sustainer, 
purifyer of sins, and who sits at the right hand of God. The One who is greater than 
the prophets and the angels. We all are to pay much closer attention to this. The 
author is giving us the first warning of 5 (Chapters 2,3,5,10,12) found in the book of 
Hebrews. Here he writes that “WE MUST PAY MUCH CLOSER ATTENTION…” 
So, if you think that you are doing well at paying attention now, do better...If you 
think that you are doing well now at understanding what the first chapter is all about, 
do better...If you think that you fully comprehend what the author has written, do 
better...If you think you understand all that how Jesus is greater than the prophets 



and angels, do better...If you think that you don’t need to put any more work into this 
Christian life, then listen up. Do better! Go above and beyond what you have 
currently been doing. Don’t become stagnant. Don’t become sluggish. The author 
wants the readers to know that we can’t settle! We can’t just take in these truths 
about who Christ is, and then go about our lives not constantly thinking about them 
or growing in them. The Greek word for “Pay much closer attention” is a word that 
can be used in a nautical sense. It has the same idea of setting an anchor.   

Prosechein is in this context most likely a technical nautical term meaning “to 
hold a ship toward port” since the author used pararrein (“to drift”), another 
nautical term, in the same verse. The term also can be used in a general 
non-nautical sense, and some commentators prefer to so take it in this verse. 
But given the overall context and the similar metaphor in Heb 6:19 (an anchor 
that holds sure and steadfast), the nautical reference is likely. It has been 
suggested that prosechein indicates the fastening of the anchor to the seabed to 
keep the ship from drifting. What better way for the author to picture for his 
readers a sense of drifting from the truth of what they had been taught than by 
the use of the metaphor of a drifting ship carried by currents beyond some 
fixed point.    1

So, here is the warning. Don’t let God’s words go pass you lest you drift away. 
Anchor yourself to the truth of Christ, or drift away. We live in a world that 
opposes God. It naturally falls away from Him and it flows to destruction. We don’t 
live in a calm pool or lake. We live in a tumultuous ocean or wild river. Currents are 
everywhere and they carry things around wherever they want and all lead to the same 
place, destruction. How many of you have been fishing down by a river or creek? 
How hard is it to keep a cork or bobber to stay in one place? It is nearly impossible. 
What happens? The cork keeps getting caught by the current and going downstream. 
Your only hope to keep it from moving is by putting a weight under it to act as an 
anchor. What does it take for a cork to drift a way? Nothing,  no life, no motion, it 
just floats by. It is easy and just like a cork, one need only do nothing, and you will 
float by. If we don’t drop our anchor down into the depths of the water of life, and let 
it settle into the bedrock of Christ down below, we will drift right away from God 
and into destruction.   

In talking with Mike, he told me how he read in some commentaries on how 
the Jews who the author was writing to, may have started drifting back into their old 
ways of life. For example, offering sacrifices again. Why? Because it is easy to drift 
back into a way of life that we know. Before Charity and I moved overseas, we got 
drilled with a lot of personal questions about our previous sin habits. I thought they 
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were getting a little personal, so, I decided to ask why they wanted to know about sins 
from the past. Their response was that people who get placed into stressful situations 
are prone to fall back into their old habits. People want some sort of control in their 
lives, so they drift back into old habits that they are familiar with. It makes sense. If 
we live in a fallen world that rejects God, a life that we are familiar with before we 
knew Christ, then how easy is it for us to drift back into it? 
 
EXPOSITION VERSE 2: 

2 For since the message declared by angels proved to be reliable, and every 
transgression or disobedience received a just retribution,   
 
This verse begins to show us the hazards of drifting away. Do you remember last 
week when Lee shared with us about angels and how they were viewed from a Jewish 
perspective? They were revered. There were plenty of reasons to help us understand 
why they did. In our studies about angels, I came to realize something that I have 
never deeply pondered, “angels were believed to have been on the mountain top with 
Moses when the law was given.” In Deuteronomy 33:2, it reads, “The Lord came from 
Sinai and dawned from Seir upon us; he shone forth from Mount Paran; he came 
from the ten thousands of holy ones, with flaming fire at his right hand.” It is these 
ten thousands of holy ones that people associate as angels. In Acts 7:38 and 53, 
Steven, before he was killed, preached, “38 This is the one who was in the 
congregation in the wilderness with the angel who spoke to him at Mount Sinai, and 
with our fathers. He received living oracles to give to us...53 you who received the law 
as delivered by angels and did not keep it.” Paul in Galatians 3:19-20 writes, “19 Why 
then the law? It was added because of transgressions, until the offspring should come 
to whom the promise had been made, and it was put in place through angels by an 
intermediary. 20 Now an intermediary implies more than one, but God is one.” So the 
thought goes like this. God sent His angels to speak to Moses on His behalf who in 
turn spoke to the people. If we take this thought, and apply it to the verse found here 
in Hebrews 2:2, we recognize that the reliable law in the OT, which was given to us 
by angels, when it was disobeyed or broken, the disobedient ones received just 
retribution. People were punished justly for breaking the OT laws, and people didn’t 
question it. The verse says, they received their just retribution. It was fair. None of 
the Jews who the letter is written to are going to argue against this point, and the 
author knows that. So, what he does is set them up with this point to reinforce an 
even greater argument.  

A fortiori in Latin literally means "from the stronger (argument)". The term is 
used when drawing a conclusion that's even more obvious or convincing than 
the one just drawn. Thus, if teaching English grammar to native speakers is 



difficult, then, a fortiori, teaching English grammar to nonnative speakers will 
be even more challenging.  2

 
EXPOSITION VERSE 3a: 

3 how shall we escape if we neglect such a great salvation? 
 
This is a rhetorical question. The answer has already been determined by the author 
and understood by the original recipients. If people in the past were justly punished 
for breaking the OT laws, laws that were given to Israel by Moses, through angels, 
from God, how much more shall we be punished for disobeying and neglecting that 
which Christ, the Son of God, is saying. Ouch! We can’t escape it. This makes it all 
the more serious in that we set our anchor onto Christ and His words and not drift 
away. If we drift away, then we will be justly punished for it. Hebrews 12:25 says, “25 

See that you do not refuse him who is speaking. For if they did not escape when they 
refused him who warned them on earth, much less will we escape if we reject him 
who warns from heaven.” So, as Hebrews 3 teaches and Hebrews 12 teaches us, 
Consider Jesus! Fix our eyes on Jesus! Lest we are separated from Him forever. 
 
EXPOSITION VERSE 3b-4: 

“It was declared at first by the Lord, and it was attested to us by those who heard, 4 

while God also bore witness by signs and wonders and various miracles and by gifts 
of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will.” 
 
Salvation has been proclaimed. The author assumes that the people that he/they are 
writing to, understand the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Jesus, God in the flesh has been 
preached. People obviously heard it and then shared it with others, including the 
author and the recipients. Remember from the book of Ephesians how we talked 
about how there is no other plan for salvation. God has established “Plan A,” no “Plan 
B,” for salvation. Notice too, while the word is being shared, God reinforces His 
message through signs, miracles, and the gifts of the Holy Spirit. Side note here. If 
you see signs and miracles being performed, and no Gospel being shared or taught, 
then leave. Don’t waste your time with it. When looking at the Book of Acts and the 
birth of the church we learn that “although the word, the word of the Lord, and the 
word of God are found in many contexts where there is no mention of signs, the 
signs are never found except in the immediate context of the word.”  So, in Acts we 3
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see the Gospel being shared and signs “sometimes” being performed, but we never see 
signs being performed without the Gospel. Signs do exactly which signs today do. 
They direct us towards something. God’s signs point us to Jesus. This is similar to 
how God reinforced His message in the OT with signs and miracles. Also, remember 
that Israel didn’t always obey God either. When they didn’t they were punished too. 
 
APPLICATION: 

What do we do now?  
1) Go deeper in a true knowledge of God. Know the scriptures, but more 
importantly, know the One behind the Scriptures. Look at Christ! Learn about 
Him and His character. Not just what he did. Wrestle with His attributes. 
Think about His holiness. Ponder on His aseity. Dream about His omniscience. 
Imagine His omnipotence. When you know more of Him then you will 
understand His words more. Example: Knowing the person behind the text 
message. If you know me personally, then you would know how I intend to say 
things when I text you. You don’t have to guess or misunderstand me.   
 
2) If you are drifting, then stop. The mark of a true believer is that he does not 
drift for long. We live in a fallen, sinful world. There should be a sign that 
reads, “drifting occurs.” We are not perfect. I drift at times, but if you are a 
believer that is drifting, then one of the signs of hope that you are born again is 
that you feel pricked by what I have said this morning. Conviction. Something 
inside of you should start acknowledging that what is currently happening in 
your life is wrong. There should be a rising desire in your heart to turn your 
eyes back to Jesus. You are going to want to consider him more and start 
listening to him in the days and months and years to come. You may be unsure 
where to begin, but you know that you must do something. It may feel 
uncomfortable. It may make you want to cry. You may feel ashamed, but it is 
good. God is gracious and kind. Confess your drifting and turn back to Him. 
Tell someone who can pray with you and help point you to Jesus. But, just as 
some of you may feel this way, there is the opposite. One of the signs that you 
may not be born again is that you hear what I am saying and feel no desire to 
guard against drifting. This is a scary place to be. You have been warned. 
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3) Some people here may think that this text speaks of people losing their 
salvation. I don’t think so. I envision an author who is trying to give a warning 
to the recipients. For example, my kids have the ability to choose to go out into 
the middle of the interstate and play with their toys, but they won’t. Why? 
Because we have and are reinforcing the rule that you don’t go play in the 
middle of the road. When they are tempted to go near that road, something 
inside of them should trigger an alarm and say, “danger, danger.” I believe it to 
be true with this passage. For the believer, they have been warned about the 
dangers of drifting, that if they were to start drifting, they would come back 
around. What I believe that drifting will ultimately do is help separate the true 
believer from the faker. 
 

So, MBC, here we are. We have been warned. So, what are we going to do about it? 
My hope is that we as a church, know Jesus more, consider Jesus more, fix our eyes 
on Him more, and set our anchor upon Him, everyday, lest we drift away. 


