
 

HEBREWS 2:5-9 

 
SERMON: 
 
DATE: Sunday, April 14 , 2019 

 
INTRODUCTION: Lee 

 
If you have your Bible please turn to Hebrews 2:5-9.  I will be honest with you, Hebrews 

2:5-9 is a complex passage of Scripture. The author is weaving concepts found in Psalm 8, with 
Genesis 1 and 3 to create a tapestry of Christ being the Great One that will make right what was 
made wrong by Adam. Because of the nature of this text we will be bouncing around to several 
different passages to help unpack this one passage. We’ll be in Hebrews 2:5-9; Genesis 1 and 
Genesis 3.   

 
For our teaching today, we’re going to see two aspects of Christ’s work in greater detail: 1. 

We are going to see in greater detail what Christ did for us when He came to the earth; 2. We are 
going to see in greater detail what He will one day complete.  We’re going to go through these 
verses one at a time while staying focused on the main theme; then we will have a summary, 
followed by some application.   
 
Let’s read the text together. 
   
 SCRIPTURE: Lee 

 
The Founder of Salvation 
5 For it was not to angels that God subjected the world to come, of which we are speaking. 6 It has 
been testified somewhere, “What is man, that you are mindful of him,  or the son of man, that you 
care for him? 
7  You made him for a little while lower than the angels; 
you have crowned him with glory and honor,1 
8  putting everything in subjection under his feet.” 
Now in putting everything in subjection to him, he left nothing outside his control. At present, we 
do not yet see everything in subjection to him.   
9 But we see him who for a little while was made lower than the angels, namely Jesus, crowned with 
glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death 
for everyone.   
 
PRAYER: Lee 



 

 
EXPOSITION 1: Lee 

 
Hebrews 2:5-9 
Verse 5: 
5 For it was not to angels that God subjected the world to come, of which we are speaking. 
   

Verse 5 is continuing the discussion in chapter one regarding angels and their relationship 
to Christ and to us.  A few weeks ago I explained the role of the angels and their purpose. Angels are 
created, supernatural beings that deliver divine messages from God to man.  Some deliver messages. 
Some deliver messages and fight other supernatural beings. Some were used to execute a message of 
judgement by putting to death people that God desires. These entities are more powerful than us 
but must never be worshiped by us. For example in Revelation 19:9–10 the Apostle John wrote: 9 
And the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of 
the Lamb.” And he said to me, “These are the true words of God.” 10 Then I fell down at his feet to 
worship him, but he said to me, “You must not do that! I am a fellow servant with you and your 
brothers who hold to the testimony of Jesus. Worship God.”   

 
Based on verse 5, it was not to angels that God subjected the world to come 

The word subjected is a military term.  “The word means ὑποτάσσω; καταστέλλω: to bring 
something under the firm control of someone .”  Angels are not to have the world to come under 
their control. Their purpose is not to rule.  It is not God’s design or plan for the angels to have 
anything subjected to them.  All things must be subjected to God. But what does it mean when the 
author writes concerning, “the world to come?” The “world to come” is something that Revelation 
20:6 talks about concerning how Christ will return with His followers and reign on earth for 1,000 
years. This is the “world to come”. For time sake, I want to avoid saying too much about the 
timeline of the end times because this text is not about that.  Here the author is saying that the 
angels will not have anything under their subjection, or their direct control in the world to come. 
We will see in a few moments that currently it may not appear this way, but Christ will prove his 
Lordship over all creation. 

 
Verses 6-8 come directly from Psalms 8:4-6.  To understand these verses correctly it is 

important to note that David was writing not about God; but he was writing to God. David is 
asking God these questions. 
 
Verse 6 
6 It has been testified somewhere,  “What is man, that you are mindful of him, or the son of man, 
that you care for him? 
   



 

 “It has been testified somewhere,” - this does not mean that the author does not remember the 
place he heard this quote.  The author of Hebrews is skilled in Greek and has knowledge of the 
Bible.  The author is writing to a second generation of believers who also know the Bible.  This is 
an expression that means the author knows his readers have intimate knowledge of the text that is 
being quoted.  A reference is not needed because they are familiar with the text.   
 

The author says next, ‘What is man that you are mindful of him?”  This is a rhetorical 
question.  He is asking the question in light of the majesty of God; Who am I, Who are we?  The 
next phrase is “the son of man, that you would care for him”.   

 
In the New Testament, Jesus refers to Himself 81 times as the “Son of Man.” However, this 

“son of man” in Psalm 8, is not referencing Christ. Son of man here is a reference to the human race. 
The next phrase, “that you care for him,” means “to look upon in order to help or to benefit, to look 
after, to have a care for”.  The author of Hebrews is quoting Psalm 8 to contrast the greatness of 
God with the feebleness of us. How is it that God, the great and mighty one, looks upon the human 
race to help or benefit it. The psalmist is asking, who is man that you would care for him?  These 
are questions that we should all consider. These questions help us to fall more and more in love 
with the grace of God. We are sinners, saved only by God’s grace through faith.  And in this state 
God still chooses to look after us.  In God’s grace, mercy, and kindness He looks after us.  God values 
us.  So much so that He gives us a place of honor. But the author doesn’t stop with this contrast: He 
transitions to a second contrast of the humanity to God in verses 7-8.   
 

EXPOSITION 2: Jason 

Hebrews 2:7-8 
7  You made him for a little while lower than the angels; 
you have crowned him with glory and honor,1 
8  putting everything in subjection under his feet.” 
Now in putting everything in subjection to him, he left nothing outside his control. At present, we 
do not yet see everything in subjection to him. 
   

These verses are a reference to creation when Adam and Eve were in the Garden of Eden 
before the fall.  To understand this, we need to read Genesis 1:27–31 (ESV). As we read, notice the 
words dominion, every, and everything. 
 
 27  So God created man in his own image, 
in the image of God he created him; 
male and female he created them. 
28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and 
subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over 



 

every living thing that moves on the earth.” 29 And God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant 
yielding seed that is on the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have 
them for food. 30 And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and to everything 
that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for 
food.” And it was so. 31 And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. 
And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 
   

The word every or everything is mentioned 9 times in these verses.  Adam was given 
dominion over the earth.  Genesis lists the things Adam was given dominion over.  What are these 
things?   What wasn’t he given dominion over?  Nothing,  Adam was given dominion over all of 
creation.  Everything God created was put under Adam’s subjection.  This is how God crowned and 
honored Adam. The distinctive word for “crowned” here is stephanoo (στεφανοο). This crown was 
given to a person because of his exalted rank or station.  God honored Adam by giving him 
dominion over all of creation which gave him a station or rank. It was also part of God’s design that 
the angels would not have anything under their control.   
   
Let’s read verse 8 again. 
   
8  putting everything in subjection under his feet.” 
Now in putting everything in subjection to him, he left nothing outside his control. At present, we 
do not yet see everything in subjection to him. 
   
If all of creation was put under Adam’s control, then what does it mean when we read “At present, 
we do not yet see everything in subjection to him.”  We need to read the curse given  to Adam 
following the fall in Genesis 3:17:19.  God is talking to Adam after he eats of the fruit of the tree of 
knowledge of good and evil.   
   
Genesis 3:17–19 (ESV) 
17 And to Adam he said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife 
and have eaten of the tree of which I commanded you, 
‘You shall not eat of it,’ cursed is the ground because of you; 
in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 
   
18  thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; 
and you shall eat the plants of the field. 
19  By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, 
            till you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; 
  for you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” 
   



 

When Adam sinned against God by disobeying Him and eating the fruit of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil, he lost his dominion over creation. The ground is now cursed, “thorns 
and thistles it shall bring forth for you.”  Creation was no longer subjected to him.  Adam lost his 
rank or station that God had given him.  So, at the present, we do not yet see everything in 
subjection to him.  When Adam lost dominion what happened? 
 
Let’s read 1 John 5:19 (ESV) 
19 We know that we are from God, and the whole world lies in the power of the evil one. 
 
Do you remember these verses from Ephesians 2:1–2 (ESV) 
2 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked, following the course of 
this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of 
disobedience— 
   
At this present time Satan has power in the world but he will not keep it.  Verse 9 explains.  
   
EXPOSITION 3: Lee 

 

Let’s read verse 9. 
9 But we see him who for a little while was made lower than the angels (this statement simply 
means that for the 33 years on earth, Jesus became like us who are lower than the angels), namely 
Jesus, crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God 
he might taste death for everyone. 
   

 Jesus as the Son of God, the second Person of the Trinity came to the earth as a man. He 
was fully God and fully man and through his victorious sacrifice on the cross, is now  “crowned with 
glory and honor because of the suffering of death”.  Jesus, fully God was crucified on the cross.  He 
was placed in a tomb.  After three days he rose from the dead, conquering death.  In the Garden of 
Eden, Adam sin against God.  Because of Adams’ sin, the ground was cursed, and Adam was 
removed from the garden.  Jesus, being fully God, paid the debt for Adam’s sin.  Redeem is a 
financial term. By doing this, Jesus redeemed us, meaning he paid the debt for our sin.  For all who 
will believe and follow Jesus their sins are forgiven, just as we learned in Ephesians 2:8 (ESV) 
8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of 
God, 
   

Jesus in His divine state cannot die. Jesus is eternal. Jesus had to become a man to be born 
and to die and resurrect. Jesus’s resurrection restored God’s original design.  Jesus in His humanity 
restored God’s original design by regaining dominion over creation.  When Jesus was on the earth, 
He had control of wind, water, animals, life and death. Jesus had control of all of creation. There 



 

was nothing that was not in His control.  Jesus being fully human had what Adam lost, dominion 
over all of creation. Now Jesus has glory and honor because of His victorious resurrection, and now 
he has dominion over all creation.   

   
SUMMARY: Jason 

In all of scripture this is the only place that I know that really brings together the humanity 
of Christ and the deity of Christ so clearly.  Just to recap briefly, God created Adam and Eve and 
placed them in the Garden of Eden and gave them dominion over all of creation.  Adam lost his 
place of honor by sinning against God through his disobedience by eating the fruit of the tree of 
knowledge of good and evil.  As a result, Satan has power of the world.  Jesus, fully God, was 
crucified and placed in tomb.  On the third day, He arose from the grave conquering death and 
redeeming man by paying the debt for all of our sins.  Our relationship with Christ can be restored 
by confessing our sin, believing and following Him.  Jesus as fully man, while on the earth had 
dominion over all creation regaining what Adam had lost in the Garden.  Though at this present 
time we do not see everything in subjection to Jesus, He reigns from heaven now and one day He 
will return to the earth and reign with His people.   
   
APPLICATION: Jason 

I would suggest there are two applications for us today. 
 
1)   First, David in Psalm 8 has humility over the fact that God gave rank and station to Adam 
by giving him dominion over all of creation.  And what did man do, sinned against God and we still 
do.  Who am I that God would care for me?  This is humility, understanding who I am in light of 
who God is.  It is grace and mercy that God would still care for me.  What does this say about how 
we should treat each other? 
 
2)  How do we most often think of Jesus?  Do we think and remember Him mostly through the 
gospels and the crucifixion and resurrection?  Jesus was on the earth for a little while but He is not 
here anymore.  Where is He?  He is in heaven at the right hand of God the Father.  Satan is referred 
to as prince.  Jesus is King.  Satan will never be king.  Satan is only prince for a while longer.  When 
Jesus returns, He will put Satan in his place and we will reign with Christ.  Jesus is King, Jesus is in 
control.  We must continue to strive to keep Jesus Lord of our lives and give Him dominion over 
us.   
 
Let’s pray. 
 


