
HEBREWS 6:13-20 
 

SERMON: 

DATE: Sunday, June 16, 2019 
 
INTRODUCTION: 

Good morning everyone. If you are new here, welcome to MBC. We have been 
walking through the book of Hebrews and are currently in the challenging and many 
times, controversial passage of Hebrews 6. Two weeks ago we read about the author’s 
call for his readers to not be lazy, but to mature in their walk with the Lord. This is a 
common theme in the book. Then in 6:4 he explicitly states that “this (maturing) is 
something that we will do, if God permits.” Then last week, Lee walked through 
6:5-12 and he shared with us one of the 5 warnings the author of Hebrews gives the 
readers. This warning was about falling into apostasy, the abandonment of the faith. 
This lead to a very interesting Q&A time after service. One of the truths that Lee 
explained to us was the impossibility of a “true” believer in Jesus being able to actually 
walk away from the Lord. Even after hearing the scripture in support of eternal 
security and how this situation mentioned in the text is impossible for the believer, I 
believe that there were, and are, people here today who wrestled with this passage 
and questioned their salvation. So, this week, in realizing the call for us to grow up, 
mature, in connection to the warning of not becoming lazy and falling away from 
God, we will see how God is able to make this a reality for us based solely off of His 
character and promises. So let’s pick up at verse 9 and read through verse 20. 

 
 
TEXT:  

9 Though we speak in this way, yet in your case, beloved, we feel sure of better 
things—things that belong to salvation. 10 For God is not unjust so as to overlook your 
work and the love that you have shown for his name in serving the saints, as you still 
do. 11 

And we desire each one of you to show the same earnestness to have the 

full assurance of hope until the end, 
12 

so that you may not be sluggish, but 

imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises.  

 

Quick note here: Notice how the authors, (the word “we” is used) wants to see the 
readers, us included, having full assurance until the end. One of their intentions 
with the text found in Hebrews 6, is to not cause fear, but the opposite, assurance. So, 
we need to understand that this is a desired goal of the text. There is a call to mature, 



a warning of apostasy, and assurance that we will mature and not fall away. Now for 
this week’s passage. 
   
13 For when God made a promise to Abraham, since he had no one greater by whom 
to swear, he swore by himself, 14 saying, “Surely I will bless you and multiply you.” 15 

And thus Abraham, having patiently waited, obtained the promise. 16 For people 
swear by something greater than themselves, and in all their disputes an oath is final 
for confirmation. 17 So when God desired to show more convincingly to the heirs of 
the promise the unchangeable character of his purpose, he guaranteed it with an oath, 
18 so that by two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who 
have fled for refuge might have strong encouragement to hold fast to the hope set 
before us. 19 We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters 
into the inner place behind the curtain, 20 where Jesus has gone as a forerunner on our 
behalf, having become a high priest forever after the order of Melchizedek.   
 
PRAYER: 

 

EXPOSITION 1: HEBREWS 6:13-15 

We can trust God! He will fulfill His promises. So, if we have promises made by God, 
told to us through His Word, the Bible, then we can believe them to come to fruition. 
Hear again some of the promises that Lee shared with us last week. 

● John 10:28-30, Jesus says, “28 I give them eternal life, and they will never 
perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, 
who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to 
snatch them out of the Father’s hand. 30 I and the Father are one.”   

● Christ also said in John 3:15-16, “whoever believes in him may have 
eternal life. For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, that 
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.”   

● The Apostle Paul wrote in Ephesians 4:30 that all believers are “sealed 
for the day of redemption.”   

● Paul also wrote in Romans 8:38-39, “38 For I am sure that neither death 
nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, 
nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.”   

● Paul also wrote in Philippians 1:6, “6 And I am sure of this, that he who 
began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus 
Christ.”   



Do you believe in the promises of God? Do you remember how the author has been 
encouraging the readers to “pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we 
drift away from it.” He has been telling them to “anchor themselves to Jesus.” 
“Consider Jesus.” “Hold fast.”  “Hold firm.” It is pertinent to the readers and us to cling 
to Jesus and His words. Believe in His promises. To help explain this idea of believing 
in the words of God, notice whom the author uses as an illustration here. He uses 
Abraham. Now, who here remembers the promises God gave him? Abraham was 
given land. God was going to make his children more numerous than the sand on the 
seashore, more than the stars in the sky. God promised that all the nations of the 
world would be blessed through his offspring, through the line of Isaac. God even 
made a promise to Abraham in regards to Ishmael, the one through whom the 
blessing would not come. Ishmael too would become a great nation. Genesis shares 
the promises made to Abraham through the line of Isaac repeatedly. You can find 
them in Genesis 13, 15, 17, 18, and 21, but here in Hebrews, the author doesn’t focus 
on any one of those. He instead intentionally chose Genesis 22, what Jews refer to as 
the Aqedah (the binding of Isaac). This is the illustration the author of hebrews uses 
to show God fulfilling His promises. So, why? Let’s read Genesis 22 and see what 
makes this passage so unique. 
 
TEXT 2: GENESIS 22:1-19 

After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, 
“Here I am.” 2 He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to 
the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains 
of which I shall tell you.” 3 So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, 
and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for 
the burnt offering and arose and went to the place of which God had told him. 4 On 
the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar. 5 Then Abraham 
said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; I and the boy will go over there 
and worship and come again to you.” 6 And Abraham took the wood of the burnt 
offering and laid it on Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So 
they went both of them together. 7 And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father!” 
And he said, “Here I am, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but where 
is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8 Abraham said, “God will provide for himself the 
lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them together.   
9 When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar 
there and laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on 
top of the wood. 10 Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to 
slaughter his son. 11 But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven and said, 
“Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 12 He said, “Do not lay your hand on 



the boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you fear God, seeing you have 
not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” 13 And Abraham lifted up his eyes 
and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And 
Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his 
son. 14 So Abraham called the name of that place, “The Lord will provide”; as it is said 
to this day, “On the mount of the Lord it shall be provided.”   
15 And the angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven 16 and said, 
“By myself I have sworn, declares the Lord, because you have done this and have not 
withheld your son, your only son, 17 I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply 
your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your 
offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, 18 and in your offspring shall all the 
nations of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.” 19 So Abraham 
returned to his young men, and they arose and went together to Beersheba. And 
Abraham lived at Beersheba.   
 
Again, God has already made promises to Abraham. Repeatedly God reminded 
Abraham that he would have an heir through whom a great nation would arise. In 
Abraham’s and Sarah’s old age, through a miraculous birth, God gave them Isaac. The 
promise was becoming a reality, the first child of a new nation that would bless the 
world. Then, in chapter 22, God commands Abraham to offer Isaac as a sacrifice. 
WHAT?! Notice the tension of this. You think you have had a bad day. The promised 
heir is now going to be sacrificed, killed. How does Abraham respond? Does he 
complain? Does he get angry? Does he run and hide? Does he walk away from God? 
Does he quit on his faith? No, it says,   

Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his   
young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt 
offering and arose and went to the place of which God had told him. 4 On the 
third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar. 5 Then 
Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; I and the boy will 
go over there and worship and come again to you.” 

Look at verse 5 again, the english does not show it, but in the Hebrew it is a huge 
road sign! It does not say, “I will come again to you.” It says in the Hebrew, “we will 
come again to you.” I don’t know about you, but how many sacrifices do you see 
coming back to life after it has been killed? Notice the faith of Abraham! Before he 
offers Isaac as a sacrifice, Abraham already believed that God would raise Isaac back to 
life to keep His promises. In Hebrews 11:17-19, it reads,   

17 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had 
received the promises was in the act of offering up his only son, 18 of whom it 
was said, “Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.” 19 He considered that 



God was able even to raise him from the dead, from which, figuratively 
speaking, he did receive him back. 

I had always wondered how people assumed Abraham believed in the resurrection, 
but now it makes sense. Before he offers Isaac as a sacrifice, he tells his men, we will 

come back again, and believing so much that God would raise him back to life, that 
he placed his son on the altar without questioning God, raises the knife into the air 
with full intention of killing his son, in full obedience to God’s commands, until God 
intervenes.   
 
So, how does this story help us trust God, and that He will fulfill His promises?   

1) Hearing the promises of God and living the promises are not always the same. 
Abraham heard the promises of God repeatedly. Hearing them was the easy 
part. Living as though they are true is hard. Abraham was put to the test with 
whether he truly believed in the promises of God in Genesis 22. To actually 
put faith into action is challenging. For many people here, your faith is being 
tested regularly. You have heard the promises of God, and you want to 
experience them now, but having to wait for them to come to fruition, and to 
have them regularly tested, is not easy. This is why people walk away from the 
faith. This is how apostates are exposed. People hear about the promises of 
God. They want to have them, now, and who wouldn’t want them? Heaven, 
sounds nice? Who wouldn’t want a future with God in His land? Who 
wouldn’t want “Rest.” People run to Christ and His church, hearing these 
promises and wanting them now, but as soon as they are tested, that faith that 
never really existed is tested, it fails for it was never truly there, and people 
walk away.   

2) God keeps his promises, even when we don’t. Abraham’s faith was tested to the 
extreme. He left his home and family to go to a land promised to him by God 
Himself. He was promised a great family and he never got to meet his first 
child until late in his life. Through it all, he kept believing. Now, don’t get me 
wrong here. Abraham made mistakes. He lied a couple of times. He tried to 
shortcut God and God’s timing by having a child with Sarah’s servant Haggar. 
Abraham was far from perfect, but what we have learned is even in the midst 
of Abraham’s flaws, God continually kept His promises that He made to 
Abraham. Just like us, when we fail, God keeps His promises with us. Back in 
Genesis 22, we see that in the greatest moment of the testing of Abraham’s 
faith, in this instance, Abraham did not waiver. His faith was strong. When 
asked by God to sacrifice His one and only son, Abraham took the knife and 
was ready to kill him. His faith had grown, it developed and matured to a point 
where he believed that God would come through even in a situation that 



looked humanly impossible. God intervened and provided another sacrifice in 
Isaac’s place. The same way He provided Jesus for us. God keeps His promises.   

 
EXPOSITION 2: HEBREWS 6:16-18 

Now back to Hebrews 6,   
13 For when God made a promise to Abraham, since he had no one greater by 
whom to swear, he swore by himself, 14 saying, “Surely I will bless you and 
multiply you.” 15 And thus Abraham, having patiently waited, obtained the 
promise. 16 For people swear by something greater than themselves, and in all 
their disputes an oath is final for confirmation. 17 So, when God desired to 
show more convincingly to the heirs of the promise the unchangeable 
character of his purpose, he guaranteed it with an oath, 18 so that by two 
unchangeable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled 
for refuge might have strong encouragement to hold fast to the hope set before 
us.   

Our God has made an oath to Abraham to keep His promises. Look at what God says 
to Abraham in Genesis 22:16-18,   

 And the angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven 16 and 
said, “By myself I have sworn, declares the Lord, because you have done this 
and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17 I will surely bless you, and I 
will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is 
on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, 18 and 
in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have 
obeyed my voice.” 

God swore an oath to Abraham in Genesis 22. In the other promise passages to 
Abraham, God does not do this.The author of Hebrews wants us to know about this 
particular oath with this particular promise. “The fact that God swore an oath to 
Abraham is compared to the universal human practice of regarding an oath as final 
for confirmation.”  An oath was used as a definitive and binding confirmation that 1

the words spoken are valid and true. When God makes an oath, He is stating that this 
promise will come true. It was actually this oath made here in Genesis 22 with 
Abraham that Moses uses to “remind” God to keep Him from completely destroying 
all the Israelites after the golden calf incident. God was going to kill them all and start 
over with Moses. God would have been just in doing so, and would have still fulfilled 
His promise to Abraham through Moses who was still a part of the bloodline.   
 

1 cf. Cicero, Topica  20.77; Philo, On Noah’s Work as a Planter 82 



Some of you may question the fact that God even made an oath. Aren’t we told not to 
swear and make oaths? Oaths made by God are not as uncommon as you might think. 
In Isaiah 45:23, Jeremiah 22:5 and 49:13 God makes oaths by swearing on Himself. 
Whenever God does this, He is signifying that He is bound to His very words by His 
very character and provides the guarantee and affirms the abiding validity of the 
promise. There is no doubt that what He says, He will do. Oaths mean something and 
the people in the OT commonly made oaths in God’s name. Deuteronomy 6:13 reads, 
“it is the Lord your God you shall fear. Him you shall serve and by His name you shall 
swear.” Similarly the same is stated in Deuteronomy 10:20. This oath making 
condition was in context of not worshipping other Gods, or making oaths based on 
other Gods. If you are God’s people then you live as His people. If you make an oath, 
then you are to be honest and keep it, like God would, because you represent Him. 
Now some of you will quickly point to Matthew 5:33-37 where Jesus says for people 
to not make oaths or vows. 

33 “Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not swear  
falsely, but shall perform to the Lord what you have sworn.’ 34 But I say to you, 
Do not take an oath at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, 35 or 
by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great 
King. 36 And do not take an oath by your head, for you cannot make one hair 
white or black. 37 Let what you say be simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything more than 
this comes from evil.   

Or James 5:12, “12 But above all, my brothers, do not swear, either by heaven or by 
earth or by any other oath, but let your “yes” be yes and your “no” be no, so that you 
may not fall under condemnation.” Both of these passages need to be understood 
within their own contexts. There were people who started taking oath-making to an 
extreme. They knew of the severity of breaking an oath while invoking the name of 
God. To break an oath while invoking the name of God would be breaking the third 
commandment, “thou shall not use the Lord’s name in vain.” So, people got clever, 
especially the Pharisees. They started swearing on other things, like “the temple.” 
“Heaven.” “Earth.” “The throne of God.” “The footstool of God.” Things that were 
considered holy and close to God, but not actually God Himself. By doing so, they 
weren’t legally bound to keep their oath if they broke it. So, Jesus and James are 
calling these people out. In fact, they take oath-making to the other extreme. May 
everything you say, be like an oath to God. Let your “yes,” be yes and your “no,” be no. 
If you say you are going to do something, then do it. If you say that you are not going 
to do something, then don’t. As one who represents God, be honest in all things at all 
times. Just one more point showing that not all oaths are bad, we know that in the 
NT, Paul makes a vow/oath in Acts 18:18 and an angel swears upon God in 
Revelation 10:5-6. 



So, God makes an oath in Genesis 22 and the author of hebrews references it 
here for us. Why? People typically swear upon something greater than themselves 
when they are serious about something. In court, people place their hand on the 
Bible. When your integrity or word has been questioned, we typically say, “I swear to 
God” or “I swear to ___________.” When God swears on himself, He is saying that 
there is nothing greater than He, He is bounding His Words to His character. So, if 
God swears to do or not do something, then He will follow through. It is here that we 
should find hope and encouragement. 1) God makes promises. He made them to 
Abraham and they affect us today. 2) God swore to Himself, to keep His promise 
made to Abraham. That is true for us today. God doesn’t lie. He does not change. He 
will enact that which He says.   
 

 

CONCLUSION: HEBREWS 6:19-20 

It is here where we want to conclude this message. It is standing before an almighty 
God who has made a promise to a man a long time ago, “ I will surely bless you, and I 
will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the 
seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, 18 and in your 
offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my 
voice.” For those of us in Christ then we can consider ourselves blessed because God 
says we are. We can consider ourselves His “because He made us His people via the 
promise of the offspring. We can also trust the other promises of God as well. God 
doesn’t not lie, He does not change and if He says that we are His, then we believe 
that we are His. If He says that you are saved for believing in Jesus, then you believe 
that you are saved. Like the author of Hebrews says “we who have fled for refuge 
might have strong encouragement to hold fast to the hope set before us.” We can be 
encouraged to hold fast to hope. If God tells us our future is with Him, then we 
believe that and live towards that. In verse 19, “We have this as a sure and steadfast 
anchor of the soul, a hope that enters into the inner place behind the curtain, 20 where 
Jesus has gone as a forerunner on our behalf, having become a high priest forever 
after the order of Melchizedek.” We have hope that if Jesus is our High Priest then we 
can believe that we are saved. We can believe that He intercedes on our behalf. God 
says it, therefore it must be true. I want to conclude with something that Warren 
Wiersbe once said,   

“The unchanging Word of God and the unchanging Person of God are all we  
need to assure us that we are saved and kept for eternity. We have a “hope” to 
anchor our souls, and this “hope” is Christ Himself (7:19–20; 1 Tim. 1:1). How 
can we “drift” spiritually (2:1–3) when in Christ we are anchored to heaven 
itself? We have a sure and steadfast anchor; and we have a “Forerunner” 



(Christ) who has opened the way for us and will see to it that we one day shall 
join Him in glory. Instead of frightening saints into thinking they are lost, this 
wonderful chapter warns against unbelief and an unrepentant heart and also 
assures us that we are anchored in eternity.”  2

2 Wiersbe, W. W. (1992). Wiersbe’s expository outlines on the New Testament (p. 693). 
Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 
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