
Teacher Prompt Ephesians Acts 6:1-7 
 
Scripture Reading:  
 
Acts 6 

Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint by the 

Hellenists arose against the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the 

daily distribution. 2 And the twelve summoned the full number of the disciples and said, 

“It is not right that we should give up preaching the word of God to serve tables. 3 
Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit 

and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty. 4 But we will devote ourselves to 

prayer and to the ministry of the word.” 5 And what they said pleased the whole 

gathering, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, 

and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of 

Antioch. 6 These they set before the apostles, and they prayed and laid their hands on 

them. 

7 And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the disciples multiplied 

greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith. 

Lesson: Serving as a deacon 

- Read the text out loud. Have a child volunteer, or just read yourself, depending on the 
age of children.  

- Ask the children what they think the text is talking about.  
- Today's lesson is on deacons and serving. 
- 1) Thinking back on the book of Ephesians, ask the children to see if they can remember 

the different authorities found within it. 
- Jesus is head of the church 
- Husband is to lead the wife 
- Parents are to lead their children 
- Master and slave = employer (boss) and employees 

- 2) The Bible also teaches us that there are people that God has appointed to lead the 
church. Who are they? Pastors and Deacons. 

- Pastor/shepherds/elders. These are different names for the same role. 
- What do they do? 
- Use Acts 6 to help with this. Acts 6 is speaking directly about Apostles but 

we can gain some idea from it as to what the pastor/elders of a church 
are to do. 



- Read I Timothy 3:1-7. Focus on verse 2 and the teaching role. 
- Deacons. These are servants within the church. There deacons as servants to 

the church and there are deacons in the form of all believers who serve. 
- Looking at Acts 6, how do the deacons chosen here help the Apostles? 

- They take on the work of serving the people in the church so that 
the Apostles can continue teaching and praying.  

- Read I Timothy 3:8-13. What are some of the characteristics of deacons? 
- Are any of these characteristics, different than from how we all ought to 

live? 
- For example, not being greedy. Should any of us be greedy? 

Should we not be givers? 

Application: 

Today we set deacons apart for the purpose of serving the Church body. So, while 

everyone is a “deacon” not everyone will be ordained by the church for deacon ministry. 

Knowing this, how can you serve as a deacon now? 

 

Game: Play a game like hot potato. Have everyone stand in a circle. Play music and “serve” the 

potato to the person to your right. If the music stops and you have the “potato” then you get to 

say something kind to the person to your left in the circle. (We don’t want the children to get the 

impression that they are “out” for being served, and we want to encourage them to be kind to 

one another, especially to those that serve them.) 

 

 


