
Teacher Prompt: Hebrews 7:11-28 

Scripture Reading: 

11 Now if perfection had been attainable through the Levitical priesthood (for under it the people received the law), what further need would 
there have been for another priest to arise after the order of Melchizedek, rather than one named after the order of Aaron? 12 For when there is a 
change in the priesthood, there is necessarily a change in the law as well. 13 For the one of whom these things are spoken belonged to another 
tribe, from which no one has ever served at the altar. 14 For it is evident that our Lord was descended from Judah, and in connection with that 
tribe Moses said nothing about priests. 

15 This becomes even more evident when another priest arises in the likeness of Melchizedek, 16 who has become a priest, not on the basis of a 
legal requirement concerning bodily descent, but by the power of an indestructible life. 17 For it is witnessed of him, 

“You are a priest forever, 

    after the order of Melchizedek.” 

18 For on the one hand, a former commandment is set aside because of its weakness and uselessness 19 (for the law made nothing perfect); but on 
the other hand, a better hope is introduced, through which we draw near to God. 

20 And it was not without an oath. For those who formerly became priests were made such without an oath, 21 but this one was made a priest 
with an oath by the one who said to him: 

“The Lord has sworn 

    and will not change his mind, 

‘You are a priest forever.’” 

22 This makes Jesus the guarantor of a better covenant. 

23 The former priests were many in number, because they were prevented by death from continuing in office, 24 but he holds his priesthood 
permanently, because he continues forever. 25 Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost[b] those who draw near to God through him, 
since he always lives to make intercession for them. 

26 For it was indeed fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, innocent, unstained, separated from sinners, and exalted above the 
heavens. 27 He has no need, like those high priests, to offer sacrifices daily, first for his own sins and then for those of the people, since he did 
this once for all when he offered up himself. 28 For the law appoints men in their weakness as high priests, but the word of the oath, which came 
later than the law, appoints a Son who has been made perfect forever. 

Lesson: 

-  Read the text out loud. Have a child volunteer, or just read yourself, depending on the age of children. 
-  Ask the children what they think the text is talking about. 
- Today it is all about how Jesus is greater than any high priest, even Melchizedek.  
- Just to review, ask the children what they learned last week about Melchizedek:  

Answers: - Melchizedek was…. 
-  King of Salem (which means peace); therefore, he was the king of peace. 
- The king of righteousness 
- A priest  
- Not from the lineage of Aaron; therefore, not a Levite. All priests in Judaism came from Levites.  

- Melchizedek was a great priest that Abraham gave a tenth of his goods to.  
- What was so great about being a priest?  

-  A priest was a mediator for the people. The priest was a go between for the people and God. The High Priest was the 
only one allowed in the Holy of Holies within the Tabernacle and Temple. **Note, the tabernacle is on the front of the 
coloring sheet.** Only once a year the priest was allowed to enter into the Holy of Holies to offer a sacrifice for the sins of 
himself and the people. Legend has it that when he would enter, a bell and rope would be tied around his waist; this was to 
pull him out if he died (because remember other people were not allowed to enter the Holy of Holies, so they wouldn't be 
able to remove his body). If the rituals and sacrifice was not carried out as God had commanded, the priest could die.  

So being a high priest was a really big deal. Did you know the priest even had to look a certain way?  
- First, the priests were only allowed to come from the lineage of Aaron who was the brother of Moses. They had 

to be a Levite, and without blemish. That means no moles, deformities, or physical differences. They also were 
required to wear specific types of clothes:  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+7&version=ESV#fen-ESV-30073b


“In worship at the tabernacle, the high priest was set apart from all other men. He wore special 
garments made from yarn that matched the colors of the gate and veil, symbolic of God's majesty and 
power. In addition, he wore an ephod, an intricate vest that held two onyx stones on each shoulder. 
Each stone was engraved with the names of six of the tribes of Israel. He also wore a breastplate 
holding 12 precious stones, each engraved with the name of one of the tribes of Israel. A pocket in 
the breastplate held the Urim and Thummim, mysterious objects used to determine God's will. 
The garments were completed with a robe, tunic, sash, and a turban or hat. On the front of the turban 
was a golden plate engraved with the words "holy to the Lord."’” (Zavada).  

- After hearing all the things that the priest was responsible for and had to go through, do you think being a priest was a 
serious job that was very important?      YES  

- Do we have priests like this  now?  NO  
- Why do you think we don't have priests like this anymore?  

- This is very important, the answer is Jesus. Jesus is the High Priest now. When Jesus came to earth there was no 
longer a need for a priest to perform sacrifices for the sins of the people. This is because Jesus gave His own life 
as a sacrifice and died on the cross. Unlike earthly priests that continuously changed when they died (Hebrews 
7:23-24), Jesus rose from the dead and conquered death. So because Jesus rose from the dead, He lives forever 
as the High priest. His sacrifice of His own life was in place of what man would give in the form of an animal in 
the Holy of Holies. But Jesus’s sacrific was greater, for Jesus was without sin or blemish (Hebrews 7: 26-28). 
Now instead of having to go to the priest when we sin, we are able to go to Jesus himself.  

- So when we learned about how great Melchizedek was last week, we now learn that Jesus was even greater than 
Melchizedek.  

 
Game:  

- Play Priest Bingo. Each child will need a sheet. Pick a word off the teachers copy (which will be titled CALLERS CARD)  and read 
allowed. The kids will mark each square on their board that is called out. The kids can use marshmallows to mark their squares.  

Work on Worksheet:  
- If you still have time, do worksheets. 
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